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School and free time

- What we like to know from you is your school education and school-forms. 
- Do you already know what you want to become after school, or do you want to study at university? 
- How do you combine school and free time? 

- What funny or embarrassing things did you experience in school?

- What is school education like in your part of the world? 

- Describe a normal school day to us.

Answering to our own questions, we can say that we don't know what to become yet. Dörthe likes
 maths, biology and chemistry. Andrea and Wiebke 
like languages and history. In Germany there exist a few different school-forms, and we are on the highest school form, the gymnasium. After 13 years of school you can make your Abitur. That's the only way to be able to go to university. Now, if you want to know more or if you want to answer our questions, please do it!

Andrea, Dörthe and Wiebke, your countryeggs! 11b, Jever

 

Hey Andrea, Dörthe and Wiebke!

I think I don’t have to tell you, what kind of school- forms is usual in Germany! So I will answer your other questions! 

Unfortunately I don’t know what I will become after my time in school. I would like to do something medical, but I don’t know if my school grades will be good enough. And if I have the strength to study for a few years. My favourite job would be pathologist. But the education lasts 10 years! You first have to study medicine for 6 years (if you don’t have to repeat a term!!) and after that you have to learn for another 4 years to become a specialist doctor. In my opinion 10 years is a really long time! I don’t exactly know what to do after school but fortunately I have a few years left before I have to make a decision. Perhaps I will even make e free social year to get a little more time!

Ok, enough of the future. Let’s come to my free time! For me it’s really difficult to combine school and free time. I spend four days a week in the horse stable and ride my horse and care for it. Beside this I have to learn for school and in the times of examinations it’s really hard. The weekend I mostly spend with my friend/s (and the horse…and homework etc..). My strongest wish is that my days would have 48 hours! Then I could go to school, to the horse, spend time with my friend/s and for a change, I would get enough sleep! But I think that wish will never come true! Silke, 11b, Jever
Hello Dörthe, Andrea and Wiebke!
We go to the same class so I think I can’t give you new information about our school-system. After school I want to study at university to become a German Teacher. I want to show the students that it could be very interesting to read a book and to feel what the persons in the book feel. But most I want to show the younger students, that learning Grammar can be sometimes nearly kind of funny. Before I can study I’ll have to make my Abitur and sometimes it’s very hard to combine school, homework and free time. (The longer you go to school the more you have to work for it.) Sometimes it’s hard work to find an hour for your friends or free time activities – like sports, art or music. School often doesn’t finish before three o’clock in the afternoon, and until you’re at home it’s nearly four o’clock. After that you have to eat something and to do your homework, which could take one to two hours sometimes. If it’s a very hard day you also have to learn for the test your teacher wants to write the next day – also one to two hours lost. After such a hard day you aren’t interested any more in meeting friends or doing sport. The only thing you are interested in is your couch and your TV. But I have to say that not all our schooldays work like this. Sometimes school can be very funny – and I do not only mean the time between the lessons. There are lessons you nearly had to cry about a funny face the person next to you made or about a stupid sentence someone in class tells about the way your teacher moves in front of the board while he or she is writing something down. Maybe it sounds kind of crazy but if you see school lessons in this way it could be sometimes more interesting to look into the classroom than to look at the teacher. After all you shouldn’t forget learning. Believe me it’s better for your grades! 
So, hold your eyes open  Laura from Flirting-line, 11b, Jever

Hey Laura,
thanks for your mail! I was surprised: you want to become a German teacher? I hadn't know that yet! Isn't that funny, [image: image5.jpg]


we have been friends for more than 2 years now and still don't know everything about each other. I don't know what to become, but as you know, my favourite subjects are English, history and French and perhaps a bit of biology but as you know I couldn't answer one whole question in the last exam and I'm really not good in this subject. It sounds funny that you want to teach to the children that school can be funny, there are too few teachers who really achieve this. Most of the teachers are boring or too difficult. (Don't want to say any name, but you probably know who I mean!) I agree when you say that school can be funny! But I'm always happy when the vacations begin!  Bye, Wiebke, 11b, Jever

 

Hi!!!

At the moment I could say that I have understood the educational system in Germany ( However, I have always known I want to study onat a university, because I mostly enjoy my time in school. So studying gives me the possibility of doing it for about the next 5 years too, besides on a university I will be able to learn stuff that really excites me. The problem is – I still don’t know exactly, what I want to become and what kind of job do I want to do. But don’t think I am hopeless (, I just haven’t decided yet. 

I suppose, it’s quite complicated to plan free time activities, when you’re at school until 15.00 o’clock and later have to do homework and so every day... At the end you just spend your time with some kind of soap operas... I always plan my activities for the evenings and they definitely include lots of sports, music, reading and of course – TV. 

At the beginning the educational system in Germany was completely different for me. I was surprised about the relationship between students and teachers and about their rights to influence the lesson – I mean, the opportunity to express your own opinion. I have grown up in a system, in which you must stand up, when you see the teacher coming into the classroom and in which your obligation is to write down everything, what he or she says (but it’s not that bad as it might look to you( ) we just get the most important notes for written tests. Evija, 11b, Jever
Hey Evija,
thanks for your mail! I'd really like to know more about your country! It sounds interesting that your school is very different to ours. I don't think that it's hard! When someone is grown up in that way, it's normal for him. And look at you: it must be a good system, you're really good in school! What are your favourite subjects? I have a question: You said that you aren't allowed to say you're opinion in the lessons. Aren't you allowed to say a word? Or did I understand it wrongly and you only give answers and work with texts without saying your opinion? I'd like to hear from you! 
Wiebke, 11b, Jever

 

Hi Evija, 

At first thanks for your mail. There were lots of interesting points of the educational system in Lettland. E.g. the thought of standing up when you see the teacher is really impressive because we don’t have to act by these rules. Furthermore it’s hard work to write down everything that your schoolmates say although I think the basic idea is sensible. 

The decision of what to become is not so easy. It has to be well-thought-out because the decision influences your whole future. In my opinion it’s really important to gain experiences after taking one’s school-leaving exam. You have got to decide one way or the other.  I think I will do something else than continuing education at a university because I’m interested in picking up experiences. So it could be that I'll do a voluntary social year.

You’re right when you say that it’s difficult to combine school time and free time. When you do any sport activities in the evening you feel better because you have the chance to compensate for school time. I need some time after school to relax. After that I do my homework. In the evening I watch TV, I read something or I listen to music. 

Andrea, 11b, Jever

 

Hey Andrea, Dörthe and Wiebke!

It’s definitely a little bit strange to write an e-mail to you, my classmates while you sit next to me, because it would be absolutely easier to talk to you. But the fact that I really like your topic school and free time makes me write to you nevertheless. 
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In my opinion, school education is one of the most important things in your whole life although it definitely contains a lot of work to do, for example learning for special exams and doing a lot of homework. It’s true that the combination of school and free time is frequently very difficult. But nevertheless your school time has in my opinion, like your childhood or your adolescence, an important significance in your life because it’s the period when you get educated. In school, you acquire a more or less good knowledge in English and French, in maths, natural sciences and history, and everything you learn in school is the foundation of your further life. Furthermore, you mustn’t forget that school does not only teach you something about geography, chemistry or history, school also teaches you to work in a team, to behave in fair way and to improve your self-confidence. Everything you learn in school is the basis of your further choice of occupation because you get to know your great abilities and your weaknesses. In my view, school is an institution that helps you to find your way towards your further occupation. By showing up your abilities, school makes your decision what you are going to do, whether you are going to study at university or whether you are going to make a vocational education, a lot easier. That’s why I think that a very good school education is definitely a great advantage no matter what you are going to do. 

I myself am going to study at university because I think it’s the only way to get a good job nowadays. I really would like to study graphics in order to become a graphic designer in a publicity agency. Unfortunately, there is a hopeless outlook for that kind of job and that fact makes me feel a little bit sad because it is absolutely my favourite job since I’m pretty good at drawing. But nevertheless I keep on holding onto my aims, because what would life, whether in school or in an occupation, look like if we didn’t hold onto our aims..?

Well, I hope you enjoy reading my opinion to your topic, at least a little bit… Caro, 11b, Jever
 

Hey you
I want to write something to your topic because it sounds interesting. 
I have a little plan what I want to do after school. At first I want to go to Spain for one year to work there. I’m not sure if I should work as an host for kids ( I think it’s a hard job, but surely it’s interesting and funny) or I’ll make a practical course in a big hotel as a travel purchase woman. I want to go to Spain because I want to learn the language and I think it’s a good experience. I hope that I can go this way. When I come back to Germany I’m not sure what I’ll do. Either I’ll make an apprenticeship as a travel purchase woman or I’ll study tourism. But I prefer the apprenticeship, because I finally want to make my own money. I don’t want to be dependent on my parents anymore. Okay, after my apprenticeship I’ll move together with my best friends Ina and Svenja. We want to live in a big city like Hamburg, Bremen or Köln. I hope that it will be a funny time. I’ve got many dreams but I don’t think that all of them will come true but I hope it. Maybe I want to work in a foreign country, because I like the sun and I like to meet new people and a new culture. Okay, now I want to write to your next point – combining school and free time. At this time it’s very hard to combine school and free time, because I’ve to learn much for my exams because I don’t want to repeat this grade. But at the week-ends most of the time I can do what I want. Mostly time I meet friends, go in discos or chill alone and watch tv: Week-ends and holidays are very relaxed. I love these days. I think today it’s very important to have a good school education, but that’s not everything. You have to be friendly and self-conscious to be something in this world. Sometimes you need just luck to get a good job, sometimes you need a very hard education to get it. That’s the unfairness in our world, but we have to accept it. I don’t need to describe a normal school day to you because you’re in my class ;)
I hope you can understand what I wrote because it’s hard to translate the own future ;)
Nice wishes from your classmate Verena, 11b, Jever



Hey Verena,
thanks for your mail! It sounded very interesting what you want to do after school. It's a good opportunity to go to a different country, I like this thought! I heard you want to go to the Hauswirtschaftsgymnasium after this year, is that true? It would be good for you because you could learn some Spanish! Even though the Abitur is the same for them and for us. Some people think that it's easier for them now but when they make their Abitur they'll get many difficulties. I don't know if that's true. I think it's good that you know what you want to do after school, as I don't know it yet. And it really could be that your wishes come true because tourism is very important. Why didn't you go to Spain (or a different country) this year like Jonas or Hanna? Now I think I should have done it! Hope to hear from you. Wiebke, 11b, Jever

Hi Wiebke
I'm not sure if I should go to the Hauswirtschaftsgymnasium after this year. My grades aren't so good and I think I have to replay this school year on this school too. I didn't go to Spain or a different country this year because I think I'm not mature enough yet to go alone in a different country. I need my friends because they're very important to me and when I'm alone I'm often very shy. I think I have to learn much to go to another country, but it's my dream to do it some time.

When I could take my best friend I would go to another country immediately, but alone? That's very difficult. But I think it must be a very good experience. I am excited to see how Hanna, Gerrit and Jonas will have changed when they come back. Okay nice wishes Verena, 11b, Jever
Free time and fun are more important than school!?

I want to write something about school and free time. You often ask “Should I do my homework or should I meet my friends?” Naturally school is very important to have a safe future. You can only survive when you learn reading and writing. But particularly in your childhood it’s very important to play with your friends, your sister or brother. When you are three years old you have to go to the kindergarten. The children can play  and they also learn something. The parents bring up their children teaching. If you are in school for six hours you can’t do your homework after school. You have to do something else before you do it. But it’s important to learn for school, because it’s easier to get better grades. Everybody has a subject he or she likes very much. Many pupils like languages and others like something like math or sciences. It’s very difficult to go to school and meet your friends and to have a hobby. If someone asks “ Fun or school?” In school you have lots of fun, because you are together with your friends. A few lessons are really funny and sometimes you make a tour with your class. The teachers have to make the lessons interesting. Only if pupils want to learn something they have fun and like school. 

In my opinion you can be good in school if you have enough free time. Fun is everywhere. But you have to know how to combine school and free time. When I come home at first I eat something warm and then I listen to music or something like that, because I can’t do my homework in the afternoon, but in the evening it’s sometimes too late and I’m too tired. Dörthe, 11b, Jever
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Hi Andrea, Dörthe and Wiebke,
Our normal school days are not so interesting. Every day we are at school from  7:20 to 2:30. Our school is located in ancient city of Rey, 7 kms south of Tehran, but most of the students live in Tehran. So we to school come by school bus. We have two breaks and lunchtime each day. During the lunchtime that takes 30 minutes we both eat lunch and say prayers. We have four sessions per day. Each session lasts 90 minutes. Most days we have tests, exams or have to do so much homework. That's why we have little free time.
These days we are so busy both at home and at school. At home we are getting ready for our New Year Celebration. At school we are holding our annual exhibition.
Every year "A Science and Computer Exhibition", showcasing of students' projects in literature, art, theology, social studies, biology, chemistry, physics, mathematics and computers is held in our school. The exhibition is open to the public and gives the students a good chance to present their work to their schoolmates, families, students and teachers from other schools, local officials and the community at large. Students work in teams throughout the year to carry out their projects. We have attached the international projects poster and some photos we took the day before the exhibition when we were getting ready. Do you have such exhibition in your school?  Bye, Nasim, Lida & Ghazaleh, Tehran
 

Hi Nasim, Lida and Ghazaleh

Thank you for your mail. I find it's very interesting to get to know something about your life. Making exhibitions is super. We make sometimes a week with lots of projects. All the teachers lead a different project. And the pupils can pick what they like. You can do some kinds of sports, learn something about other countries, build and design. On the last day of this week all projects are presented. Parents, grandparents, sisters and brothers and so on have the chance to look at what we did. I like these weeks very much.

Do you know what you want to do after school? I don't know. I like math, natural sciences and I often design something. We had a practical training last autumn. I was in a kindergarten and it was a fantastical experience. I know I want do something with children after school. Can you do practical trainings, too? I'm very interested in that.

Dörthe Wilken, 11b, Jever

Hi Nasim, Lida and Ghazaleh,

Thanks very much for your mail, it was interesting to get to know what your school is like. Our school day is a bit different. We have six to eight lessons a day and every lesson is 45 minutes long, so sometimes we are in school till 3 o'clock. But that changes from day to day, it matters what lessons we have and how many. We are in grade 11 now and that's why we often have eight hours. My brother attends the same school, he is in grade 8 and he has only six lessons and for him school's out at 1 o'clock. We don't have a special lunch break but some other breaks in which we can eat what we buy at a kiosk or what we brought from home. And we don't say prayers either. Our school is situated in the middle of a little city called Jever but a lot of the students come from the surroundings, like me and some of my friends. So we have to go by bus about 45 minutes every day, and that's very long. 

We don't have those exhibitions, but I like the idea to show my parents and friends from other schools what we have done in our school. We are writing exams and tests, too, so we also have only little free time when we finish school in the afternoon because we have to learn and we have a lot of homework. So there's only little time for free time activities like sports, only in the evenings and I think that's very sad because when we sit in school half the day we can't move and we don't have any compensation even though we have two lessons of sport every week, but that's not enough for me. Nice wishes, greetings Wiebke from Jever
Hi Wiebke, 
Thanks so much for your mail. I think you spend much time in school like us. Sometimes it’s boring. But if you work on different projects, it will be pleasure. 
One of our subjects is programming with computer, and we program some different games. It’s so interesting. Also 4 hours in the week, we have English and in this time we work on international projects. It is amusement. 
Most of my classmates want to be engineer. And I want to be an electric engineer. Because I love working on electrical projects, and it s one of my hobbies. 
Best wishes Lida  :smile: :eek: :pbpt, Tehran


School
School. What is it? Is at a building parents send their children to to be alone? No, I don’t think so. School is very important for our future because in our era the humans are very intelligent and you need to be so too if you want to live a luxurious life. Whoever doesn’t want to live without thinking about financial problems? I guess everyone and for that you need to work hard to get a good education and then a job that you dream about.
In all of that I personally like school. I know when I’m ill and I have to stay at home for some days, I don’t know what to do. After watching TV for half an hour it becomes boring and I wish I could be at school. It is normal if you don’t like some lessons. E.g. me, I don’t like art, because it doesn’t interest me and I will never need it for anything. But I love math, physics and English, because first I understand nearly everything and I need it for my job. I want to do something with the computer, so I spend most of my time on this and if you learn some subjects, you understand that stuff and it starts being fun. After the eleventh grade we can choose on our own what we want to learn, so in twelfth grade you can only have ten subjects. In all there are thirteen classes. I would like to learn as well geography and biology, but when I spend a lot of time for this I won’t have the time for the subjects which are more important to me so I decided not to do those subjects in twelfth grade and after twelfth grade I will have only six subjects plus sport. 
My expectation in school is just that the teachers are kind and can explain the theme we do well. But teachers are only the one thing, the other are the students. They need to be kind too, so that everyone can have fun in school and needn’t say ‘Oh good tomorrow is again a horrible day in school’. But I can proudly say that in our school the students are very kind and if you want to you can become good friends with everyone.
My life after school? I often thought about it. First I wanted to quit school after the eleventh grade and to start a development, because in my opinion I’m too old for school, in this summer I’ll become 19 years old and so I’m the oldest one of my class so it’s sometimes embarrassing when I think that I’m two years older than some others from my class. When I think about some old friends of mine, they had children and family at my age and I have just to do school till I’m 21 and it means without a lot of money. I work in my free time, but the money isn’t enough for a car or some other serious things. So I have to wait till I finish school. But when I finish 13th grade I’ll have a very good education and good chances for my dream job so you should reflect very well before quitting school. 
Free time and school, what’s more important? When I was younger, at age of fourteen to sixteen, free time was more important to me than school and it reflected on my grades. But now I understood that school is more important for my future. Just if I don’t have very much time to my friends, I recognize that my grades started becoming better. So I try to learn as much as I need and on the weekends I can spend time with my friends and sometimes during the week if I finish learning earlier. In all of that you can say that you maybe won’t have very much free time now but you will have a good life later so think very good about what to do with school! A very good example of my life is: I have a friend, he’s one of my best friends, who didn’t do anything in school, but he has all the free time in the world. He didn’t get a graduation. Now he’ll become 22 years old and he is still living with his parents without a job, without earning any money, without a car and just spending every day alone at home because all the others are attending school and learn or some are already working.
So he just has something to do when we have time. I think that I don’t want to live in that way. So now I’ll better learn and will earn my own money later, not having to live with my parents without any money! Alex, 11b, Jever


School
When you enter school you are eager to study but gradually the amount of subjects is enlarged and you even dop not have time to sigh!!! You HAVE TO learn the subjects you are NOT interested in -it's bad,I think!Better to choose the subjects you like.As for me:physics,maths,history,English.(Bahtiyor)
As for me school is a boring although necessary thing-I go there just because it's better than to stay at home alone.And anyhow I manage to get 5 at my lessons easily not doing anything special for it (I mean constant reading and writing).Here our education is free of charge and maybe that's why we do NOT appreciate it and even sometimes our teachers had to forca us to visit school and stay at all lessons-it maybe also happens because we have no possibility to choose subjects we need and like+.What about you?Do you have such a possibility and do you have  BAD"students at your schools and why they behave them badly?How long each lesson last and isn't it difficult for you to stay calm during it?In our lyceum -it's 80 minutes .By the way,do you get scholarship at schools or sth like this?In Uzbekistan students got money for their studying in the Universities and Institutes.We also have the syastem of grants(our  state pays for us )and education on contracts(those who got small p
 oints on entering exams but has got money-they make a contract and study,although the payment is rather expensive  for many people here.) What about you?Do you have an opportunity to study free of charge or education must be payed by all means? Lena, Namangan

Hi Lena!
Thank you for your interesting mail. You only told about your school, what do you do in your free time? Our lessons are 45 minutes long. On a day we have between 4 and 8 lessons. I find it's really hard. Sometimes I'm home at 16 o'clock and that's late, because I have to do lot of homework and I have hobbies, too. I'm in the 11th  grade and we have to do subjects, which we like and don't like. I like maths and natural sciences like biology and chemistry. In the 12th  grade you can choose your subjects, but you must have a certain number of lessons. This system is kind of complicated. We have old and young teachers, but I can't say who is better. We often have free lessons, because the teachers are ill and we don’t havet enough. Do you want to study at university? I don't know. Probably I’ll doe at first a training for a job. Perhaps I’ll study after it. These days you don't know what is better for your future!!!  Dörthe Wilken 11b, Jever
Hello Dear Friends, 
In my country schools are traditional ones. There are 4 different school-forms: public, private, model and schools for training exceptional talents. Ours is the last one. People go to school and study without any variety. Schools don't have enough facilities, but teachers are excellent and we can make friend with them. Some schools have strict rules and it's difficult for students to obey them. Physical education and art aren't important subjects at our schools. 
Most of the students want to go to university after school to get a high position in the society. 
My homework doesn't let me have enough free time but I do my homework while watching TV and it makes me happy. 
At a normal school day first we have a quick program in the morning: we read Quran and do some exercises. Sometimes our morning program is longer and we have to listen to boring speeches. Then we go to class and study. We have two 15 minute breaks when we can g o to the yard and play. At 12:30 we eat lunch and pray. We go to class at 1 o'clock and leave school at 2:30. We have to put on the uniform and we can not do anything we like. 
Bye! Zeynab Sadat Miraghaee; Tehran

Dear friends! 
I'm Shekofteh from Iran. I do not have much free time because I study my lessons and do my homework at home. I go to school from 7:30A.M. to 2:30P.M. . I study in one of the best schools in Iran. I like biology. 
I would like to study medicine at the university. It is one of my ends in life. 
In our country nearly all the students want to study at the university after high school. So they have to take part in the most decisive competition in their life, the university entrance exam. Every year more than 1500000 people take part in the university entrance exam, but only less than one-tenth of them can study at the public universities and it is very bad. There are also few private universities, but they are not as high-quality as public ones. Furthermore the tuition is so high.   Best wishes, Shekofteh Tehran, Iran Farzanegan Zeynab ducational Center



Hey Zeynab and Shekofteh,
first of all: thanks for your mail! I guess (and hope) that you're in the same class so I’ll write to you both. When not, please tell me! One first question: What is Quran? I've never heard of it! We don't have such a program in the morning, we go to school (most of the students by bus like me) and we start to study. We have 6 or 8 lessons a day, that takes time from 7:45 to 1 o'clock or 3 o'clock. You see, we don't have a lot of free time either. We don't have lunch break and we don't say prayers, we eat what we have brought from home in shorter breaks or we have the possibility to buy something at the kiosk. It's cool that you can make friends with your teachers; we have only some really good teachers but some are boring and you learn nothing. We don't have to wear uniforms, and most of the students hate the idea to wear it. I was shocked when I read that only one tenth of all of the students can study at university in your country! What do they do when they can't go there? Can they repeat the exam one year later? In Germany nearly all of the students can go to university, but a lot of them break off when they get to know how hard it is and when they think that they can't manage it any more. I don't know yet what I want to do when I have finished school, but I think I first go to a different country for a year and go on learning or working then.  Bye bye, Wiebke from Germany, 11b

Hello Wiebke, Dörthe and Andrea,
I do not know what I want to do after school. But I want to do some practical things. I don't like it to sit a whole day long in some kind of offices. I think it is too boring for me. I like it to work outside and practically. 

The question how I try to combine free time and school is easy to answer. When I arrive at home after school I go to lunch and after that my free time begins. I need some time in the afternoon to relax and to enjoy nice weather. Only when I have done these things I can concentrate on school and do my homework.

In my opinion school education is very important today, because without a good school education it is really difficult to study at a university. And when you want to study in the future you will have some good advantages to get a good job, too.  In the end I want to say that everyone can find some free time between the work and that a lot of people are only working for get some free time. Bye Soenke, 11b, Jever
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Hi Soenke,
At first thanks for your mail. 
Your attitude is very interesting and we think about it in the same way. After we had read the last sentence we were lost in thoughts. On the one hand people work to earn money and not to have free time. Your point of view shows us a better attitude to work. Free time is like a compensation next to school. In the afternoon it’s very important to do something else than doing homework. 
We don’t have any plans for the time after our graduation. Perhaps we do a university course, we work a year abroad or we do a voluntary social year. Furthermore we could do an apprenticeship. We look into the future which shows us the way we have to go. 
A good education is important to earn money because it’s very difficult to get a job nowadays. 20 years ago it was no problem to earn money, because the economy was not so bad but today lots of people are unemployed. 
In our opinion you have to fight for your wishes and aims. 
Bye, bye Andrea and Dörthe, 11b, Jever


Alcohol and rights for teenagers
The rights are different in every country and we want to know if you are satisfied with these rights. 

For example: 

- we can buy alcohol at the age of sixteen and 

- we can make our driver’s license at the age of eighteen
- how long can you visit a disco or a pub? 
Aileen, Friederike and Kirsten, 11b, Jever

Cigarettes and alcohol
A lot of people smoke and drink in our country. It’s normal that teenagers at the age of 12 years start to smoke, because they think that’s “COOL”. It’s the same with alcohol. But do they know the disadvantages or the danger??? Maybe??!!!!

Of course a lot of people know you can get cancer when you smoke and get strokes when you drink alcohol. Most people think “it couldn’t be my destiny”. It’s very naïve, because everybody can get cancer and strokes. I know people who have friends who died of cancer or lie in hospital and fight for their survival, but these people smoke or drink on, because they think it isn’t their life. I wouldn’t hold this opinion, if my father hadn’t died of cancer, but he did it and it was a horrible experience to lose my father and to see how cancer can destroy a life. It’s bad for me to see young teenagers smoke and when they say: ”I know some people die of cancer, but this isn’t my future!!” 

It’s sad that everybody knows it, but most people don’t want to change anything. Of course, I tried cigarettes too, but now I know smoking isn’t good for my body and my future, because when I’m e.g. 35 years old, I’ll have kids and have a great life and suddenly I get brain cancer or lung cancer and must die.- It’s horrible, because you know you have lost your family and your life!! In my opinion everybody can decide the right thing for their own life, but maybe they think about the disadvantages and change their life??!!   Aileen, 11b, Jever

Hello you 3, 
we think your question is very interesting but you know that we can only write something that you already know. So we’ll write about our experiences that happened to us. When we think about the laws we can say that they are strict enough but the teenagers don't care about them. On the other hand the supermarkets sell alcohol and they often don't ask for the age of teenagers. Owners of discos, pubs and bars let young teenagers drink alcohol and let them go into the disco. A lot of teenagers who are younger than 16 look much older than they are. Normally teenagers at the age of 16 are only allowed to stay in a disco till 12 o'clock but we always go longer because the discos only fill up at 11 o'clock or later. Wiebke wants to say something about African teenagers and their rights:

African teenagers don't go to discos. They think very differently about alcohol, they are never really drunk under the age of 18. The rights are like this but it's also their opinion. I think it's because of their education; they spend a lot of time in school, doing sports or something else. They are also very faithful. They can make their driver’s license at the age of 18, too, but a lot of teenagers drive before because there is no one to look after the laws. But with smoking it's the same as in Germany. We think it's a disaster that a lot of parents drink and smoke when their children are with them. In addition to that we think it's unacceptable that mothers drink and smoke during their pregnancy. It's also bad that so many young teenagers drink and smoke in public. Ok now, that should be enough for you, lots of greetings from

Dörthe, Andrea and Wiebke, 11b, Jever


Hi!
First of all we have to say that your topic is very interesting because we think that  drinking alcohol and going to discos is the main employment of the German youth at the weekend. But there are so many teenagers who aren’t able to deal with alcohol. Because of that there are many discussions about alcohol and teenagers. For example that one about alco pops. In our opinion the youth doesn’t drink more than 20 years ago. But today they perhaps start earlier.

 “Kisses” Tim and Frederik, 11b, Jever
Everybody knows that many people drink alcohol and take harder drugs. But is it really as hard as everybody think?
You know, when you are addicted to drugs, you have many problems with your social life, your job, your family and so on... But when you are addicted to harder drugs like ecstasy, heroin or cocaine your life is in danger. The drugs are very expensive and you need money to calm down. You do illegal things like stealing money or other crimes to get money for buying "stuff". A big problem is group-force. Well, for example the drug marihuana is a starter drug. Many of the addicted people took the "entry" to the drug-scene through marihuana. The people are also too young. In Germany, it's a miracle, when somebody has never smoked a cigarette up to the 16th year of life. With alcohol, it's the same situation... 
But is taking drugs really so bad?
In my opinion, drinking alcohol and smoking cigarettes is not very bad, when there is a limit. When your are old enough it is not bad as when you are too young. But I don't support harder drugs. AlsIn addition, when a lot of people think, that marihuana isn't a hard drug, I' m of the opinion that is wrong to take it. But what about oriental water pipes? I think it isn't really a drug. The smoke is lighter than the smoke of a cigarette. I also have one. You can't compare it with a water pipe for drugs also called "Bong"!!! In an oriental water pipe, you only smoke fruit-tobacco! It's very nice to calm down. After a hard day, it's fine to chill out with an oriental water pipe. Sure, it hurts the health too but not very much. so, I want to come to the end and want to say again my statements to drugs: alcohol and cigarettes are ok, when you are old enough and have a limit. Harder Drugs are awful! Never take them and always say "No!". Here, you got it
Olaf, 11b, Jever

Drinking alcohol is forbidden in my country due to our religious beliefs. I myself think that using such a thing which is poisonous for our body and disturb our brain and soul isn't reasonable. 
We also make our driver's license at the age of 18.I am not satisfied with all the laws in my country but there are some good laws among them. I think if I don't try to have my rights no one will be worry bringing it to me. Like any other place in the world. Mahsa, Farzanegan Zeynab Educational Center Tehran, Iran

Hello Mahsa!
Thank you for writing to us.

We are surprised that nobody in your country drinks alcohol. We think it's very exemplary, because in our country everybody drinks a lot and sometimes it isn't nice. Some people are too far with alcohol and then they lie on the ground and they don't know what they do, and so on. 
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For us it isn't very important to believe in God, so the people know no bounds. Always there is a party, the people are drunk or they smoke Marijuana. We think that isn't right and so we don't often  drink and we have fun without alcohol. A lot of people say that they can't have fun without alcohol. Sometimes the people say that somebody who doesn't drink alcohol isn't cool and they mob him. When we get our driver’s license, the level of alcohol in one's blood decreases, because everyone likes it to drive and nobody likes it to drive drunk.

It is interesting to know the different opinion in our world. Perhaps you can write us some interesting laws and so about your country. We wish you a nice day, Aileen, Friederike and Kirsten, 11b, Jever

Hi Kirsten, Aileen and Friederike! 
We are interested in the rights for teenagers, too. We like parties and driving, too. And we are allowed to have driving licence at the age of eighteen. 
But the rules are quite different in Iran and Germany. According to our religion we mustn't drink alcohal and drinking or being drunk is forbidden; because alcohal damages the nerves and it hurts brain. 
With best wishes, Tahereh, Maryam, Samira, Samaneh and Kimia :smile: :grin: :eek: :ooh: :sheepish: Tehran

Not drink alcohol and take drugs?
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Drugs are a big problem in the world. Especially alcohol is very widely spread and many countries tolerate or even support this drug. Some economics couldn’t survive without alcohol or nicotine, to bring another popular drug into discussion.

But these two drugs are so omnipresent and are abused by too many people that in a long run it would be cheaper to completely forbid the drugs. But to reap the benefits the government would have to wait at least 2-3 generations and the loss of taxes would be too high in this time.

In the end everybody has to decide for himself if he wants to drink and smoke or not.

For me, drinking alcohol just belongs to a good party, but I never drink alone and it’s not important for me to drink every weekend. Nearly every friend of mine handles the whole drug thing like me. Some drink more, some drink less or nothing. I know that alcohol can be a very dangerous drug and that you can get addicted to it, but right now I just want to have fun. 

I don’t tell anybody to take drugs and nobody should do that. 

Smoking is completely a different thing. You hurt everybody around you for the same amount if you smoke a cigarette. So smoking is selfish and dangerous. I hope it will be forbidden soon in all public buildings. I don’t care if anybody wants to hurt or even kill himself, as long as it’s just his own body he is playing with.  Henrik. 11b, Jever
WHAT’S IMPORTANT IN A RELATIONSHIP?

We think it’s important for a relationship to respect the other person. We also say that not only the character is important but also appearance, all in all has to fit in. You have to be faithful and honest if you want to have a nice relationship. 
Before you marry you should take all you can in your life. But sometimes it’s nice to cheat on your boyfriend/ girlfriend. Surely you’ll think that we’re little bitches but that isn’t right. We want to have our fun like boys too. Think what you want we’re satisfied with it. The questions to you are:

- What do you think is important to have a good relationship?

- Is it good to have a free life or is it better to have a boyfriend or girlfriend?

- Do your parents have a problem with a boyfriend/ girlfriend who is a foreigner?

- Would you forgive your boyfriend/ girlfriend when he/ she cheats on you?  Ina and Verena, 11b, Jever
Hey Verena and Ina!
I really like your topic ‘What’s important in a relationship?’ because on the one hand this topic contains many different aspects to discuss and on the other hand it is an important issue to talk about especially for us being nearly adults. 

You two are absolutely right in saying that the outward appearance is a very important aspect in a relationship. I definitely agree with you but I think the outward appearance just counts at the first moment when you meet a boy or a girl. The boy or girl you meet for the first time is first definitely struck by your outward appearance and not by your traits of character because unfortunately you are not able to see them at the first moment.

So, as I mentioned before, you are absolutely right in saying that everything has to fit in and the appearance of the girl or boy you meet is an important aspect in your relationship.

But in my opinion the real foundation of a strong, great and above all long-lasting relationship are definitely honesty, trust and respect and not the outward appearance. 

One of the most important aspects in a relationship is in my view honesty. I think you have to be honest in every single minute in order not to endanger your relationship with the girl or boy you love. Moreover, you have to be sure that the person you like will not try to harm or deceive you. That’s why I think that another very important aspect in a relationship is trust because it is in my eyes the basis of a strong, great and long-lasting relationship. That’s why I think that cheating on your partner is in no way forgivable or acceptable. 

Another important aspect in a partnership is, as you two said before, to respect the girl or boy you have fallen in love with. I think that equality in a relationship is also an important issue to talk about. In my opinion, every person, especially women, should have the right of being treated the same as other people, without differences such as sex being considered. Unfortunately, there are still many countries in which equality between men and women is not practiced yet which is hopefully about to change in the future. Therefore, I think in a relationship it is very important to respect and even accept your partner as equal in value. You see, in my opinion the traits of character of the person you love or like are far more important than the outward appearance. 

When you manage to follow these aspects of a great relationship, a marriage can possibly be the logical result no matter if it is the first boy or girl you are in a relationship with or if it is your twenty-third partner. In my opinion a marriage is a result of love and it is not important how many partners you have had before because in a relationship full of love, respect, trust and honesty it is not important if you have already made your experiences in love and sexuality.

So, you hopefully enjoyed reading my opinion to your topic. Don’t hesitate to write back…Caro, 11b, Jever
Hey you two!
I think like you that the most important thing in a relationship is to be faithful, honest and respectful, because without these factors, a relationship is not able to exist.
I don’t think that you are bitches when you say that sometimes it’s nice to cheat on your boyfriend. But I couldn’t cheat on somebody who I love. Actually I couldn’t imagine that I would do that. Perhaps if my boyfriend cheats on me….Here I can answer one of your other questions: I think I wouldn’t forgive my boyfriend, if he cheated on me… but on the other hand it could be possible that I would forgive him…Ok, this sentence is senseless, doesn’t matter I hope! Actually I don’t know if I would forgive my boyfriend, because I have never been in that situation yet and I hope I never will. But one thing is sure, I would hurt me very much and it would cost him a very good art of persuasion to make me forgive him. The problem is that I think if somebody cheats on me, he doesn’t love me and love is a very important thing in a relationship. In my opinion it’s not a real relationship, if you don’t love your boyfriend. That would be some kind of an affair or a fun-relationship. But I don’t want to have that kind of relationship, I think it’s some kind of senseless…ok, perhaps funny…. Perhaps mine is an old-fashioned attitude…

It’s a really good question, if it’s better to have a friend or not, but I think you cannot really find an answer. It differs from person to person. Some people feel restricted in relationships and others feel well in relationships. 

I have never had a foreigner as a boyfriend, but I couldn’t imagine that my parents would have a problem with that…and if they had, it wouldn’t matter, because it’s my relationship and my boyfriend. I think my parents have to respect my boyfriend, if he’s a foreigner or not. It’s not important if he is from Germany or not, because other things are a lot of more important! I would be happy, if you wrote back! Perhaps your own answers to your questions! 
Very friendly greetings from Silke! 11b, Jever
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I’d define relationship as something similar to friendship, but a lot more “intimate” in many different ways.
You might not be able to talk about everything with your partner, but I think a partner can give you other things a human being needs like love and affection for example. 

Personally, I don’t plan to get married, have babies and “living happily-ever-after”.

I don’t think marrying someone is necessary. If the one I loved would need to marry me to stay with me for the rest of our lives (which I don’t think is possible) then I don’t think that person will truly love me.

And as I mentioned before, I don’t believe in ever lasting love. Someday, love just won’t be there anymore because persons simply change. Concerning having babies… Well, I hate children. I can’t stand them because they annoy me like hell.

Besides, I plan to study after school at university and I want to get a good job and “make a career”. Children don’t fit into that plan.

I must sound very cold, don’t I? But well, that’s my personal attitude.

Bye, Kyra, 11b, Jever


Hello Ina and Verena!!!!!!!!!!!!!
How are you??

I want to write something to your interesting topic “What’s important in relationship”? First, I don’t think you are little “bitches”, because everybody has fun like boys and girls. When you know it’s only a one night stand then nobody can say anything. But I thing to cheat my girl- boyfriend is very unfair!! But you are right, we don’t call boys “bitches”, when they cheat on their girlfriends and that’s unfair, too. In my opinion it’s very difficult to have a good relationship, because everybody has his own opinion and experience. When you don’t have the same opinion, it could be difficult to understand the other person who you love. In my relationship it’s important to me that my boyfriend is interested in me and my life, that he tries to understand me and that we can have a lot of fun together. Of course, he should love me and he mustn’t cheat on me!!!

Free life or a boyfriend??

In my opinion both sides have pros and cons! When you have a “free-life” you can do what you want, you can kiss who you want and you could be inconsiderate. 

But I’m happy to have a great relationship, because my boyfriend tries to help me when I’ve got problems, he’s patient with me, because I’m very vivacious. To my life it’s great that I know different problems and nice experience in relationships, maybe they’re sometimes bad, but that’s life!!!!               Bye Aileen, 11b, Jever
Now I want to define a perfect relationship for me. A relationship is important to people in world , as everybody has relationships. It isn’t important when you have a great relationship with your dog or a foreign person. All people need in their lives love and company with people. To my life it´ s important too to get love and persons who need me. Sometimes it´ s very difficult to speak about special problems, because everybody has different opinions and experience from other relationships. Aileen, 11b, Jever
Flirting-line
On 14th February is again Valentine's day, the day of love. So this is something we could talk about.
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- What's your opinion to that day?

- Do you like it or is it just an ordinary day like all the others?

- Do you celebrate it?

- Have you experienced any special or maybe funny lovestories?

So if you became interested, write back with a short image of yourself. We are looking forward to your e-Mails!
Bye your Darja, Laura, Jewgeni and Alex, 11b, Jever
Hy Timur!

We are the two girls from Germany (Flirting-line). We like Sports and Music, too.

First a short description of Darja:
Hi! I'm 16 years old. I like sport, too, especially basketball (of course Volleyball and Football, too, but I can't play it very well). I came to Germany two years ago from Omsk, Russia. I hope you can speak Russian. I learned German and now I can speak it very well, but I like Russian much more. My hobby is music. I like singing very much. Tell us something about you.

Now it's Laura’s part:
Hy! I'm 17 years old and like Darja I like sport. In my free time I play Volleyball in a group of 23 kids in the age of 12 to 17 years. Also I love Music, I play the Violin. But more than Classic Music I'm interested in music from other countries, especially in music from Africa and the Carribean Islands (great Rhythms). I'm also interested in visiting these countries, years ago I was in the Dominican Republic.

All in all we can say that we are two really great personalities, we think our friends know that.

So now it's your part, are there also other things your interested in? Maybe your interested in answering our topic - flirting (have a look to our introduction : MG Jever, Class 11b, Group Flirting-line).

See you, Darja and Laura, 11b, Jever

Hello Darja, Laura, Jewgeni and Alex!!! 
We are students from Germany and we want to discuss your topic, because its easy to write our opinion. We don’t like Valentine’s day, because it’s a normal day and it’s profit-seeking .It’s sad that some people give somebody something as a present only on this day. Normally you can surprise your boy-/ girlfriend whenever you want to… but we received a present and it was very nice. Unfortunately we didn’t give a present to our boyfriends. 
 Three years ago Lisa was in Paris and visited the Louvre and Notre Dame. There she got to know us and we became best friends. In Paris we were with a group from “Rainbow Tours”. After a few days Lisa met the boy of her dreams. He looked like an angel. Blue eyes, blond hair and he was suntanned. At the first moment she felt butterflies in her stomach. His name was Jean- Pascale and he was seventeen years old. Lisa knew that she hadn’t got a chance but she wanted to spend time with him… 
 He felt her eyes on his muscular body and went to her. When Jean- Pascale came to her she was very nervous and her heard beat faster. His wonderful words were, “Do you want to see this romantic city with me? I know a place where we can go to look over the whole city. After that we can eat something like baguette with a bottle of wine.” Lisa was so happy and she could answer only “yes”. They made a date at the same time and place. The next morning Lisa woke up early and was nervous. “What should I wear? I want to look sexy…!” she thought. After two hours she went to the place where she met him. It was her first date and she thought it was a great love. All day she was happy and they visited a lot of sights. In the afternoon they ate baguette with cheese and drank wine. One glass later she felt safe and free. She took his hand… 
 Suddenly she woke up and didn’t know where she was. Lisa was naked!! She heard only the water from the Seine. She felt a bit disoriented. When she looked in her pocket, all her money had been stolen. Fast she ran into her hotel. Everybody looked at her. The wind was very cold. “What had happened? Where was Jean- Pascale? “ she asked herself. Finally the holiday was over and she didn’t see Jean- Pascale again. At the bus station, where she waited for the bus, she saw Jean- Pascal wearing her t- shirt and her shorts. Besides he was kissing another boy…! Lisa couldn’t believe it. It was the most horrible day in her life.

We hope you enjoy our small story. 

Bye Aileen, Rieke and Kirsten, 11b, Jever
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Hey guys!

I like your topic: Valentine’s day! And so I decided to write something about this topic to you!

I like Valentine’s day very much, because it’s a very romantic day. But I think for people who aren’t in a relationship at the moment it’s not a special day. For singles it’s only an ordinary day, like every other day. And most people of our age are single, I think. But there a some people who hate Valentine’s day. I can understand that very well. If you wish you would be in a relationship or if you broke up with your boy-/girlfriend some time ago it’s not very easy on the “day of love”.

I think Valentine’s day is only the chance to tell one person that you love her/him, and it shouldn’t be forced. Like: “Oh no! Tomorrow is Valentine’s day! And I forgot to buy roses and chocolates! Shit…my wife will be insulted again!”

I wouldn’t like it if somebody only gave flowers or something else to me, because it’s Valentine’s day and not because he wants to show to me that he loves me. And to show that to me, it’s not necessary that it’s Valentine’s day. But I think it’s a nice and romantic idea and in my opinion that’s because nearly every woman likes Valentine’s day.

What is your opinion to the Valentine’s day? Write back! Silke, 11b, Jever
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Hello Darja, Laura, Alex and Jewgeni!
For me Valentine’s day is an ordinary day because I don’t have a boyfriend. But I think it’s very lovely when a boy gives some flowers to his girlfriend to show her his love, or when they spend their day together in a romantic way. In fact, I’m a very romantic person but it doesn’t matter to me when I spend my time with a boy. It can be any other day. I know from Hanna that in Finland it’s much different. Valentine’s day is very important there. I got a card from her for Valentine’s day, so I bet that everyone gives presents on this day, if it’s to a boyfriend or just a near friend, that doesn’t matter and I think it’s very kind, I’d like that! In South-Africa they have Valentine’s day, too and they celebrate it just as in Germany, with small presents and best wishes. You asked for my experiences on Valentine’s day, but nothing happened to me. I went to the Rahmann on the Saturday before Valentine’s day, there was a Valentine’s party with little surprises, for example the disc-jockeys handed out some sparklers and then they played the song from “Die Söhne Mannheims” :  “Und wenn ein Lied meine Lippen verlässt”, it looked really awesome! They gave some roses to pairs, too. I think that was a great idea, they can repeat it! It was a great evening for me and my friends, even though we didn’t find a boyfriend. This was my little story to Valentine’s day! 
Bye, Wiebke, 11b, Jever

Dear Darja, Laura, Jewgeni and Alex
I think your topic Flirting-line is a very good theme to talk about. I’ll try to tell you something about my opinion.

I think Valentine’s Day is very important in the relationship between man and woman or boy and girl. If you imagine a romantic evening with a nice dinner, candlelight and music, that could be very nice.

Do you have you an argument with your friend; this is an occasion to make it up with her/him.  But I think some humans overdo it, because for some it’s the only day a year to give his or her friend e.g. flowers. You should always show, you love the other one, not only on Valentine’s Day.

I didn’t celebrate it; maybe that’s why I don’t have a boyfriend yet.

Dörthe, 11b, Jever

Hey you
I hate Valentine’s day because I think it’s a day like the others. When you like somebody you can say it to him every other day too, not just on Valentine’s day. I think it’s a better surprise when you get a present from your boyfriend/girlfriend on another day, when you don’t count with it. Valentine’s day is just a good day for shops because on these days all things are more expensive than on usual days. In my opinion Valentine’s day could be abolished.
What do you think about it? You didn’t talk about your opinion. I would like to have your opinion to this topic.
Bye Verena, 11b, Jever


For me Valentines Day is just an ordinary day like all the others, too.  People who love each other do not need an additional day to show it. I think for preserving a love it’s important to say “I love you” or some emotions and acts which express the love they feel. Making presents is necessary on birthdays and Christmas. Sometimes it shows how much the partner knows about the interests of the other one. The only aim of Valentines Day is business. All they are after is your money. To draw a conclusion, people who pay a lot of money for Valentines Day are not very clever. What a waste of money. Andrea Ulferts, 11b, Jever

Hey you !

We, Caro and Kyra, would like to write something about your topic.

So, here we go…

We both think that it’s horrible if you need a special day to express your feelings to somebody you like or love. Saying “I love you!” on Valentine’s Day is rather a hollow phrase as you’re kind of forced to say it  because you are expected to do so.

Furthermore, “I love you” should have a deep and serious meaning. That’s why we think that the more intimate and unexpected the moment is in which you say it, the more saying “I love you” gains in honesty and significance.

Therefore, in our eyes, you should avoid putting a special emphasis on saying “I love you” particularly on Valentine’s Day.

If you still want to show your affection by offering a present then it should be something very personal and just a simple but loving gesture.

Besides, in our opinion Valentine’s day could be an invention of the flower industry. ;)

We mean, who actually DOESN’T buy flowers on Valentine’s Day?! 
So, what’s your opinion on the matter? Bye, Caro & Kyra, 11b, Jever
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Hi dear friends,
What a wonderful topic you have picked up!
I like Valentine's Day because it's happy and it's about love. We call this day as "Love Day". Valentine's Day is new in Iran but it's popular among the young people. They celebrate it buying Valentine's gifts for their loved ones, going to restaurants or attending Valentine's parties.
Some shops' sales in the week leading to Valentine's Day match those of Norouz, the Iranian New Year celebration. Many florists order two or three times the usual number of red roses and have more orders for bouquets and baskets than they can handle. Bye, Zahra, Tehran


Hi Zahra,
I'm very surprised that you like Valentine's day because most of the German students don't like it. So I'm happy that you like it too! Valentine's day is a wonderful day that should remind the people of the good side of life. I know that you can show your partner how much you love him every day, but Valentine's day is something special! There is some magic and if someone didn't get a partner and the person is shy, but he really has strong feelings for someone, it is a perfect situation to tell it that person. 
But the German students are of the opinion that this day is only good for the flower-shops because they can do a great profit especially on that day. That's right that they sell more flowers than on other days, but it's not about money, much more important is love!  That's why I like Valentine's day too. Alex, Jewgeni, Darja and Laura, 11b, Jever
In our country we do not celebrate valentine's day as a common cultural ceremony. In the pas few years some Iranian boys and girls celebrate it. 
This is a part of Christians' culture. We have had a similar Celebration for love called (Mihrgan) since Zoroastrians were governing Iran (about 1400 years ago). Mihrgan feast occurs on October 1 and is a time for love and gratitude for life. [In ancient times] King Zohak was very cruel to the people. So a blacksmith named Kaveh, with the help of others, sought out Faridoon who then caught Zohak and killed him on Mount Damawand. Faridoon then became king and the peoples' lives were saved. For these reasons, King Faridoon and all the people had a great celebration on that day. 
Bye! Bahare Farzanegan Zeynab Educational Center Iran


Writing in Russian!
Hello Uzbekistan,
Hi, my name is Darja and I'm 16 years old. I want to tell you something about me and my life in Germany. My biggest hobby is music, but I like sport very much, too! I came to Germany two years ago! Before it I lived in Russia, in Omsk! I miss this country very much! I find it's great that I can write to people who can speak Russian. I can speak German well, too. But I like much more the Russian language. Tell me something about Uzbekistan, please. I don't know anything about this country, except that Uzbekistan was a country of USSR. Tell me something about your school, about your free-time!

Big greetings, Darja, 11b, Jever
Darja we want to introduse with you.Our names are Alyona and Lola.If you understand Russian we can discribe you about Uzbekistan in Russian.We live in Namangan it is a little town in Uzbekistan. Узбекистан это солнечный красивый город .В городе Бухаре есть много исторических ценностей зданий и памятников.Сохранились стар 99;е обычаи например сумаляк-это священное блюдо которое варится весной когда появляются первые ростки пшеницы.В связи с этим обычаем у нас празднуется 21 марта праздн ик Навруз что означает новый год по старому календарю.Если ты хочешь узнать еще о чем-то напиши.А Мы учимся в академическом лицее а ты? нам 17 лет.Мы любим слушать музыку и танцевать .Если хочешь пиши нам на наши mail .

Alyona harumamburu@rambler.ru Lola lolita-88@rambler.ru Good bye! Namangan
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Music

We would like to talk with other people about music and everything which deals with it.

- What kind of music do you prefer?

- Are there reasons for listening to a special kind of music?

- Do you play a music instrument?

- How important is music in your everyday life?

- Does anyone influence you in your opinion about music?

 If you are interested in music and in talking about it then contact us!

TSFS group – Tim and Frederik, 11b, Jever

 

Hi Frederik and Tim!

I am writing to you because music means a lot to me and I think your topic is very interesting.

I prefer listening to J(apanese)Rock, a music genre you most likely don’t know ;). 

It’s kind of like “normal” Rock although there is a difference, but honestly, I don’t know how to describe it.

JRock isn’t only “rock” it can also be “metal” or “punk rock” that depends on the band. You can’t easily put most of the bands into one category, though.

But one big difference would be the outward appearance of JRock-bands. They just simply don’t look like what you’d expect a rock-band to look like.  You could say their style is more “feminine”, but please, don’t imagine them being transvestites or something like that! Well, as I said before it’s difficult to explain for me.

My reason for listening to rock is that rock music has got a message.

I hate listening to happy-go-lucky music (e.g. Pop music) because that’s just not what life is like in my opinion. 

The lyrics are very important to me and they have to be something I can identify myself with or which I can understand. 

Furthermore, it’s important for me that the bands/artists write their music and lyrics by themselves because “making music” contains that and letting someone else do all the work is no achievement and makes the whole song kind of… fake I think.  

I do play some music instruments. I played the keyboard and the transverse flute some time ago and now I’m learning how to play the bass-guitar.

Music is very important in my everyday life because I always listen to music. It’s the first thing I hear in the morning and the last thing I hear in the evening. 

When I come home from school the first thing I do is turning my music on. I just can’t stand being in a room without music (except when I’m in school) it makes me feel kind of uncomfortable.

I rarely let anybody influence me in general, but especially not when it comes to music. 

Everybody can listen to their own kind of music and I see no point in telling somebody what music he should listen to or even disliking someone because of the kind of music he listens to. 

So, what about you?   Well, I think I’ve bored you enough ;) Bye, Kyra, 11b, Jever

 
Hello Frederik and Tim
We like techno music because it’s the only kind of music which does really state something. Just really cool people listen to this music. Hehe little joke, we’re listening to hiphopmusic and oldies. When you’ve drunk something oldies can start a big party and it’s really funny to dance to these kinds of music. Nobody does influence our opinion because we think everyone has his own taste in music. We like oldies because most of the time you are in a good mood when you listen to it. We think it’s important that the music does stand for something, when it’s not it’s very stupid and boring, Some people listen to music because this music is in the charts but often these persons are hanger-ons....
Music is very important for us because without music the day is very boring, When you’re at a party and there’s no music you will go after 5 minutes...And think about a disco. What’s a disco without music? When you drive a car and you’ve got no radio what would you do? Right, you would drive into the next tree because life without music is too boring. What do you think about music? 
Is it important to listen to music? Do you prefer German or English lyrics? What’s important for a good song? We would be happy if you wrote back  With greetings Verena and Ina, 11b, Jever

Hello Verena and Ina

First we would like to say that the music we prefer is hip hop and rap. In that genre the beat is really important for a good sound and the right mood of the song. But a good instrumental is nothing without good lyrics. Tim doesn’t differentiate between German or American rap music. Frederik started listening predominantly to German music and now he is listening more to international rap. So you see music is very important for us. We agree with you that oldies are very good for party. But  there are two different kinds of oldies. There are the party oldies and the social-critical oldies like the Beatles, Simon and Garfunkel and many more. Tim prefers the party oldies. Frederik prefers the social-critical songs but also likes the party oldies. Perhaps you can tell us how you get your music. Do you buy your music or do you download it legally or illegally. Which medium do you use ( cd, tape, mp3, Vinyl…).

Hope you write back Tim and Frederik, Jever, 11b

 

Hi Freddy and Tim again 
What's up? You asked if I buy my music or if I download it legally or illegally. I have to say that I downloaded it (legally ;))  a year or more but now I buy my music or I rent it from my friends. Sometimes I find a song very good and when I've heard it every day it's very terrible. So I think it's nicer to listen to some songs at special moments as when I can hear the song every day and every moment. Do you buy your music? Do you think it's nice to hear a song the whole day long? That could be very boring I think.
I like party oldies AND social-critical oldies because they rock the party. Tracy Chapman is a very good singer, do you know her? "Fast car" is one of my favourite track - Talking about revolution is very good too. 
Okay have a good second English-lesson;)  Nice greetings from Verena, 11b, Jever

 
Hi Vrena ,

Frederik: I predominantly buy my music as vinyl records. Because of that I have a small vinyl collection which consists of about 100 records. But I hope it will get more. In my opinion it’s very sad that vinyl records aren’t produced in many music styles. But fortunately rap keeps them alive. So I wish you nice holidays and a lot of fun. Ps: Thank you for your answer!

Tim: My music collection consists of about fifty Cds. Most of them are normal audio cds. 

Ten of them are mp3 cds. I like that type of cd  because you have many different pieces of music on one cd. You put the cd in and you can listen to music a long time period. How many cds do you have?

If you want to talk more with us then write back! Ps: Thanks a lo t for your answer and enjoy your holidays.
Together: Thanks a lot for your mail!  Tim Frederik, Tsfs-g, 11b, Jever

 

Hey you two!!!!!!!!!!!!

As you see I’ve chosen your topic, although I think it’s quite difficult to talk about music. In some way I could describe myself as almost universal, but actually I just choose styles and songs in addition to my mood. But don’t worry, it isn’t that bad as it might look like to you. I can’t listen to everything, but I’m always looking for something new that excites me. At the moment I’m in a kind of hip hop/ reggae phase and it is important to me to have fun with it. 

I’ve played the piano for 7 years in a music school and I even successfully passed an exam in music theory and in the history of music. About two years ago I also tried to play the guitar, but unfortunately it just wasn’t for me. After all this time I have understood that playing an instrument will never be my hobby, although I enjoy listening to the instrumental music. 

I could say, that my friends can easily influence my taste in music, if they have listened to something that I might like too I’m always open for new songs, styles, concerts, videos and so on. At the same time I can’t bear everything, there are a lot of exceptions that just make me sick, although I would never judge people who like it. I’m strongly convicted that music is a very personal thing. 

Of course my everyday life depends on music too ( now it’s the reason why am I able to write you an e-mail at 23.00 o’clock in the evening( ) – it keeps me fit and music is definitely the best way how to calm down or how to relax and I can’t imagine any kind of party without music. See you!!!!!!! Evija, 11b, Jever


Hi Evija,
First of all we have to say thank you for your email. Thank you! Secondly we agree with you with the fact that there couldn't be a party without music. Even a memorial service needs music. Also we agree wit you that hip hop and reggae are a very good combination of music styles. What are your favourite artists and does Latvia have famous musicians? Or does your country have musicians? What kind of hip hop do you listen to – to German or to American and does Latvia have rappers? At the end we want to thank you again for your answer! Ps: Hope you write back and thanks a lot for your next answer. All in all Thank you.
Tim Frederik, Tsfs-g, 11b, Jever

What kind of music do you prefer? 
I like pop music but I hate classic music. I think it's intolerable. 
Are there reasons for listening to a special kind of music ? 
Pop music is more rhythmical in my mind .I feel calm and relaxa when I listen to pop music . 
Do you play a music instrument? 
I'm learning to play guitar. I think guitar is the most perfect instrument. Guitar is the only instrument by which we can make a song. 
How important is music in your everyday life ? 
When I'm sad or tired music gives me relaxation and calmness. When I study hard it causes my mind to be relaxed .So music is very important in my life. 
Does anyone influence you in your opinion about music? 
Yes my friends, family influence me in my opinion about music. Famous musicians and their masterpieces influence me. 
Maryam Mohammady From Iran

Hi Maryam,

First of all I’d like to thank you for your answer. I like the way you answer our questions. It’s clear.

I don’t like pop music so much, because I think it gets repeated all the time. The beats and lyrics are always the same. They always talk about their boyfriends or girlfriends and how much they love them. After a while it gets boring. In this business it’s all about money and publicity. The pop stars do any kind of rubbish to get publicity, because even bad publicity is also publicity. But I don’t want to criticize you. This is my opinion and everybody has a different one. Who are your favourite pop stars? Britney Spears? Or Justin Timberlake? They are always in the news. I have enough of them. 

I agree with you in the point that the environment influences you in your opinion about good music, but this only happens in your childhood. When you grow up nobody should influence you. You have to know what you like or do not like. You have to find your own way in relation to your music style or other decisions like what you want to do after school or where you want to live.

If you want write back. 

Tim Sandkuhl, tsfs-g, 11b, Jever
 

Hi Tim and Frederik!
I want to tell your something about my opinion to music.
I prefer to listen to Hip Hop music. There are many reasons for my choice. I think most of the Hip Hop artists think a lot about what they want to tell you. In most of the texts, there are a lot of statements to social - or political problems. I'm not one of the people, who listen to one kind of music and hate the others. Most of my friends listen to Rock or something like that. I don't like when I am on a party that the whole time Rock-music is played. It's always one noise and you can't listen to the friend, you are talking to. Hip Hop is different, there is a smooth beat, which doesn't drown out the other voices. You can also dance better to Hip Hop when you compare Hip Hop and Rock. "Dancing" to Rock (Pogen) is like a street-fight, I think.
Music is very important in my daily life. I always listen to music but I'm not "addicted" to the sounds. I won't die, if I don't listen to music for a few days. ;)
I only listen to music, but I don't play an instrument like a guitar or something else. Now, it's too late to start learning, when I want to be very good. But I'm not sad about it.
Bye Olaf, 11b, Jever

 
Hi Olläff,
What’s up? First of all I want to thank you for your mail! I have to say that I agree with you that it’s a little bit boring when you are on a party where you only listen to rock. But it’s also boring when  you only hear hip hop. You said something about dancing to hip hop. My opinion of people who dance to hip hop is a little bit different. There are the normal people who “only” dance to it. That’s ok. But then there are the people who think that they are so cool and so special and they touch all over their body and so on. For me such people and especially the girls seem like sluts. But nevertheless Hip hop is a great music with a lot of potential because it consists of great beats and deep lyrics. So if you want to talk again e.g. about music or something like that then write back!  Frederik, 11b, Jever

 
Hi dear friends, 
I prefer Iranian traditional music because it is the most beautiful kind of music. One of my friends plays music and I usually go to her concerts. My favorite group is Arian. They play very beautifully and listening to them I feel happy. We have a lot of good musicians that play traditional music. For example Shjarian, Banan, Seraj and Nazery. 
Bye! Bye! Zeynab Sadat Miraghaee, Tehran

Hi Zeynab Sadat Miraghaee,
I don´t know any kind of Iraqi music. But I’m interested in listening to that kind of music.

Have you ever listened to the modern music styles like hip hop or punk rock? Is it an exception that you listen to that kind of music or do most of the people of your generation listen to that kind of music? What kind of music do you listen to when you go out for party? I don’t think that you make party with traditional music. Is modern music popular in your country? Do you know popular international artists? Many questions, you know. But if you are interested in discussing with us, write back. Thanks for your statement to our topic.  Tim and Frederik, 11b, Jever

Hi Frederik
Nice to hear that you are interested in music, as much as I am!!
So I am sorry that I have to tell you, that you had a little reading-mistake. Actually I play a "Gaita", which is a medieval bagpipe from Spain.
The guitars I play are a western-guitar from Kirkland an electric strat. from squire and a seven-string e-guitar from Career. And I play about four and a half years.
I think that music is more or less the most important  thing in my life, and I couldn't imagine a life without. Even school or things like that are not as important as good music for me, and I think you exactly know what I mean, don't you?
So, when you consider the point that I nearly like every kind of music, rap music belongs to that. I would be very interested in the things you do when you invest time in producing this kind of music, so write something! I would be very interested. (And don't let you irritate from the fact we could do this in the next break tomorrow)
Jonathan (member d_r_s), 11e, Jever

Hi to dark roses society!
You said you play a guitar from Spain, what brand is it? And how long have you played the guitar? I have been playing now for two years. But that isn't the main music direction I am doing. Primarily I enjoy doing rap music. That is making beats, writing rhymes or in general writing lyrics. Because of that I like to read “normal” poetry and I want to reach that level in a modern way. In my opinion music is very important in the daily life. Music isn’t only listening to music it is kind of life attitude. So if you interested in talking with me about music write back !
Frederik ( Tsfs-g) , 11b, Jever

Hard rock and rock is a very population music for many people. Many  people like the rock hard rock very much, because Rock is the best and beautiful music for many people. There is many rockers and rock groups. The famous of them:RAMMSTEIN,LINKIN PARK,RASMUS.   Bahtiyor, Namangan

Hi Bahtiyor,

thank you for your mail. What kind of music do you listen to? Do you also listen to hard rock? Or do you prefer other music styles? We like hip hop and oldies. Do you know American oldies and how much time do you spend listening to music? You said something about Rammstein in your mail. Do you know other German acts? If you interested in talking about music in connection of social aspects then please write back.

Tim Frederik, Tsfs-g, 11b, Jever


Music festivals
We hope you enjoyed our introduction. Now it’s time to present our topic. We thought a long time about it so we don't really know if you like it.
Our topic is Music festivals! Every year a lot of festivals take place in Germany and other countries. For example "Rock am Ring", "Rock im Park", "Hurricane", "Bizarre". Many famous bands come to this festivals and rock on stage. Thousands of people enjoy the big concerts and have just a lot of fun. The festivals take always place in the summer, where the people get drunk quickly because of the hot sun but it's really fun.
So we want to know:
- if you go to those kind of festivals 
- have you visited a concert? Which one? Did you enjoy it?
- Do famous bands come to your country to give a concert? Who?
Would be nice if you wrote back! :)
Good-bye Soenke, Maddy and Inga ( Nimatewi ) , 11b, Jever 

Hi you three!!!
Unfortunately I must say I have never been on such a big festival as Hurricane but I have heard about it even in Latvia. I know people who plan their holiday especially for this occasion and then go to Germany by bus. On the other hand there are a lot of fantastic groups in my country, so they are still able to organise smaller festivals. I always try to visit some of them but there are mostly no famous names, although a year ago I saw The Crush – I am quite sure that they come from Scandinavia which is also typical of Latvia -  we know the groups from Sweden, Finland and Norway much better than those from west – Europe. It’s difficult to convince big stars to visit Baltic states – they have to earn something and I’m sure that’s not so easy with such small populations like Estonia. However I’m still hoping...:) At the same time Placebo and Him have been already twice in Latvia and about 2 years ago Marilyn Manson gave a concert in Lithuania. 

The biggest one I’ve ever visited was definitely of Apocalyptica. It was about three years ago and although they weren’t so famous that time as they are now, I was really, really impressed. 

But you know, I would be happy to go either to Hurricane or to Roskilde in Denmark one day. I’m sure it’s worth that.

See you soon! Evija, 11b, Jever
Hello Inga, Soenke and Maddy!
First, what's the meaning of "Nimatewi"? Has it a meaning or is it just a name?
But now to our main topic: music!
I'm Kaddi and I like punk. My favourite band is Green Day and I also like Sum 41, Blink 182, New Found Glory, My Chemical Romance and so on... I like to visit concerts even if I haven`t seen that much. In January I was at a Green Day Concert and it was just amazing!! I also like playing the guitar, or I better say: I try to. Meeting friends and going to parties are hobbies of mine, too. And I like to play computer games.
Hey, I'm Birte! My favourite music is punk-rock. I like Blink 182 (it's defenetley my favourite!), Yellowcard, Sugarcult, New Found Glory and bands like that. Last year in december I have visit a Blink 128 concert; Sugarcult played before them. In January I wanted to go to the Green Day concert with Kaddi, but I was ill... In addition to that I visited little "concerst" like "Bandcontest" or a concert of Fidget.  Cu, you_ve_got_2, 11d, Jever

Hey you
I want to write something to your topic because Inga told me that she’s a little bit sad because nobody has written to their topic. You’ve asked if I visited a concert and which one it was. Okay, my first concert was a concert of the Kelly Family. I was 10 years old and I loved this music at that time. My next concert was in Wilhelmshaven at the Weekend of the Jade ;) and the band I’ve seen was "Echt". I fell in love with the singer because he looks very good. My last concert was "Die happy" last year in wilhelmshaven. I visited it with one of you, INGA and it was very funny because there were funny visitors and the music was very nice. I like concerts very much because it’s another feeling as if you just listening the music on a cd-player. But the problem is: concerts and festivals are very expensive. I don’t have the money to visit every concert of my favourite bands, that’s very sad. Here, in friesland and wilhelmshaven there aren’t concerts very often, just from boring and unknown bands. What do you think about concerts and festivals?
What are your favourite bands? I hope you’ll write back your classmate Verena, 11b, Jever

Hendrik and me were together at two concerts "Die Ärzte"- concerts, one in Bremerhaven and one open air in Oldenburg. Hendrik also went to a "Pur"-concert in Berlin  and I saw "The Kelly Family" in Wilhelmshaven (I WAS a big fan!!!). A long time ago Mel went to a "Backstreet Boys"- concert and to a "Britney Spears"-concert (she's so ashamed). Also she saw twice "Die Happy", she saw "Die Toten Hosen", "Boehse Onkelz" . the Stonefruits, 11d, Jever

Hi Inga,
I have not been to a festival, yet. I want to go to one in the summer holidays, but probably my parents will not allow. Whatever. 
I went to some concerts of my favourit bands, but they weren't so far away and not really speacial, I think. I really really liked them, and I also like jumping around to good music. It is fun and it makes you feel free.
How do you feel on concerts? Do you dance/jump or do you just stand in the backround and just listend and enjoy?
Have you been to a big festival? What did you take with you? I sometimes think about, what I have to pack in my bags, like food or shampoo?  well, see you greetings Jantje, 11e, Jever

Hello Inga!
I think your topic was music festivals and I want to tell you something about Hurricane. On Friday we will buy our tickets for the Hurricane. It's very exciting for me, because it's my first festival with more than thousand people. First I wanted to go to Rock am Ring, but the trip to Berlin is at the same time. (I think you know that..) Do you go to the Hurricane? Most I am looking forward to Oasis. Some friends of me say that Oasis will cancel the concert, but I hope they don't do so. We will see... I think it's a little bit sad that a lot of people go to a festival, because it's a big party with a lot of alcohol and so on. The ticket is very expensive and when you are drunk the whole time, it's mentally deficient. I look forward to camping and so on.  So, I hope you’ll enjoy it, we’ll see tomorrow, Kirsten, 11b, Jever

Hiho Nimatewi!!
I know festivals like "Rock am Ring", "Rock im Park", "Hurricane" and so on but I’ve never been there. The main problem is I’m a fan of Hip Hop music and not of Rock music. The music festivals you told about where all rock-concerts. There are only a few Hip Hop concerts, for example “Splash!” or “Flash”. I’ve never been on these festivals, either. I think it’s too expensive.

But isn’t it like a little music festival, when my friends give a “gig”? I think it is. Think about “Rok an Schlos” (yes, without “c”, with “n” and one “s”). It was a funny festival with lots of people at Schloss Gödens. I think it’s better, when there are 100 people and I know everyone. I have no advantage, when there are 10000 fans around me and they are all strangers. And for the inexperienced bands like “Stupid-Noise” it’s easier to play in front of friendly faces.

So, when you’ll go to a big music festival have a lot of fun!  Cya on “Rok an Schlos 2005” … :P    Bye Olaf, 11b, Jever

 

Hello Soenke!
Would you like to talk with me at first about our own topic? I know that you’ll go to the Hurricane festival in June and maybe I’ll be there, too. Which bands are you looking forward to? 

I recognize that on the Hurricane festival are many bands who don’t visit “Rock am Ring”, e.g. Rammstein or System of a down. It’s amazing that bands like them will come to a “little” festival in Scheeßel and miss the big “Rock am Ring” festival in Nürburg. What do you think why are they doing so? I cannot imagine that there is a reason for but maybe in your opinion there is one?! And I’m very interested in what kind of bands you don’t want to see?

I’m sure that I’ll miss Iron Maiden because I dislike the look and the music of this band.

My last question for this e-mail is: Are there any bands who don’t come to the “Hurricane” but you still want to see? 

Okay, Soenke. I’ll stop here because I know that you don’t like reading e-mails which are pretty long.

I wish you a nice day! Bye, bye Inga, 11b, Jever
Hello Inga
That I got a message from you made me really happy and now I want write you an e-mail to make you happy. 

You ask me which bands I am looking forward to. The bands which I want to see at the festival in Scheeßel are System of a Down, Millencolin, Audioslave, Beatsteaks and Nine Inch Nails. I like them all but my favourite one is Millencolin.

In my opinion a lot of bands are missing Rock am Ring because there was something wrong a few years ago or the feeling to play at Scheeßel is better than in Nürburg. Another reason could be that Scheeßel is not so big and that the bands are missing the big festival at Nürburg because of that reason.

Perhaps the music style is a different one at the Rock am Ring and so they will come to Hurricane. 

I don’t want to see a band whose music style is too heavy like Heavy Metal or Trash Metal or things like that. 

The question which bands I will miss at the festival or which bands will not come to Hurricane and I want to see is a really good one. 

That Billy Talent will not be there is very sad and Green Day I would like to see but maybe next year they will come to the festival I will go to!!!

So I hope all your questions are answered and you are happy.  Bye Bye Soenke, 11b, Jever
 

Hi @ nimatewi!...
In short, I don’t like Live-music. The recordings of a sound studio is more perfect and myself I try to settle everything I do, so it isn’t difficult to understand why I like this kind of music.

On the other hand the feeling on a concert is incomparable to a CD. Everybody is having fun and it’s … it’s indescribable. In short… it’s just a big party… with good music… but in my opinion not perfect.
I don’t want to pay 100€ for a festival (like you) just to listen to some rock bands. I’d rather invest my money in useful things (like shishas ;)).
But don’t misunderstand me… if you invite me to Hurrican I would come along with you…
Think about it!    Greets Henrik, 11b, Jever 


Hello Verena!
Thank you very much for your e-mail. It was very nice to hear from you because we didn't see each other for a long time ;) . It was very interesting to read what kind of concerts you've visited. 

Kelly Family sounds funny but I know when we were young we all had a bad taste of music. 

I can remember the Die Happy concert and it was really funny. This concert was the first one I've ever visited. On the 5th of February 2005 I was on a R.E.M. concert in Hannover and let me tell you it was awesome. The show on the stage was pretty amazing so I was really happy about the fact that my parents persuaded me to go to this concert. 

And some people were jealous about it. Just think about our nice and sweet  Henrik :) When I was young I wanted to visit a concert of the boygroup "Five" but the nearest town where they gave a concert was Berlin and my parents didn't want to go with me to this concert. As an 11-year-old-year girl I was very sad about it. But nowadays I'm pretty happy that I was not allowed to go to this concert because the music of boygroups is awful!!!! 

I'm sure that I'll visit some other concerts in the future but I don't know what kind of. Maybe on our Berlin trip with Mr. Warns? ;)  See you, Inga, 11b, Jever

Guck guck Olärrf!
Thanks a lot for your beautiful e-mail. You know the festivals "Rock am Ring" and so on and believe it or not I know the festival "Splash". I'm just thinking of this nice song of ( I guess) Aggro Berlin which is called "Ausrasten und Pogen"and it goes like this: "Splash, dab dab dab, Party, Saufen, Alkohol und Drogen" and so on. I'm sure you know what I mean. 

You're right with saying that any of these festivals is too expensive. 

It's nice when your friends give a little concert but a festival with thousands of people and many music bands is even better. Ok, it may have to do with your taste of music. 

I can't say that I enjoy concert of "Stupid-Noise", "Bios" and all the others. 

I don't like their music but I'm impressed that they all can play an instrument and I respect it because I cannot play one. 

Yeah, Rok an Schlos was pretty nice but my jump over the "Graben" hurt me but I know that you know this little bad story of me. 

I hope this year everything will be different. But all in all it was a nice little festival. I guess there were more people than on such a concert at "Pferdestall" or "Juz-Jever". 

All right Oläf, let's say good-bye and let us looking forward to our Berlin trip in June.  Cheerio,  Inga , 11b, Jever

Hi Inga!
Of course, I remember your accident on Rok an Schlos... I was really hard. Your ankle was green andblue for a few weeks... I think that there will be more people than last year. I talked with the organizer Maxi and he told me that he would ask some big car-shops like Stöver etc. for sponsoring. He will also buy a big stage for the bands. Next he will organize beer-houses/tents and so on. He designed posters an flyers to make the event more popular. Sometimes, I think he is a megalomaniac. 
But I'm sure we'll have a lot of fun.  cya, Olaf, 11b, Jever

Hey Kirsten,
Thank you very much for your e-mail. Nice to hear that you’ll go to the “Hurricane” festival. 

I’m not sure whether I’ll go to it, too. I wanted to go to “Rock am Ring” like you, too but we know that it takes place at the same time as our Berlin Trip. Next year I’ll go to “Rock am Ring”, you bet! 

You’re right with saying that people waste their money when they are drunk on such an amazing festival. You pay nearly 100 Euro and so you should enjoy all of the bands you’re looking forward to but you have to be sober.

You’re the last person in the e-mail project who I’m telling this. I was on two concerts. Die Happy in Wilhelmshaven at the Pumpwerk and R.E.M. in Hannover at the Tui Arena. Both of them were amazing. 

Well, have a nice day. Cheerio, Inga, 11b, Jever 

Dear Inga,
thanks for your e-mail. I  don't know either why you got my e-mail about suicide. 
I read that your theme is music festivals. for me it is difficult to write something about this topic.  Two years ago I went to a concert for the first time and until now it has remained the only time I have been to one  (Toten Hosen in Oldenburg). but when I'm eighteen years old I think I will go to a bigger festival like rock am ring or to something like that. In my opinion it would be unfriendly to end  the e-mail here, because it was an effort for you to answer my e- mail.
So, I want to tell you something about another festival. It is called Christopher Street Day. I don't know if you have ever heard something about. it is a festival for homosexual men and women. now please don't think that I'm...No, on holiday I was at my grandpa’s, he is a reporter and he had to write about this festival and so I could see all of the parade. I believe I will never forget this day. all over there were people in latex clothes. for example men as angels and women as devils. They distributed roses . We drove with a big reporter van through the town and could watch all the crazy people. The next time when it will be in a town near  Jever I’ m going to visit it again because it is an event you simply have to see. 
If you like you can write again I would like that. Maybe you would like to tell me your opinion on my topic death penalty.  nice greetings ann-christin, 11d, Jever

Dear Tahereh!
But now I want to write about another topic like music. Do you like music? What kind of music to you listen to? Is music important for you?
I love music and I always listen to rock, ska or alternative rock. I know a lot of bands but most bands I listen to are unknown.
Once a year I go to a very, very big music festival which is called “Hurricane“ and the other festival I visited was called “terremoto“, but this festival not allowed to take place.
Do you know music festivals?
Please write back soon. 
All the best, Friederike, 11b, Jever
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Music & Parties
First we want to talk about your free time and nightlife:
What do you like more - Clubs or home parties?
Are you allowed to drink alcohol?
What kind of music do you listen to?
Do you have some favourite bands / artists?
Danke! Gruß Olaf, Julius, Henrik, 11b, Jever
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Hi guys,
so you like drinking alcohol? And are you allowed to do this? Do you drink much and how often? In former times as we had our first contact with alcohol it was at the age of 15 years. This was a new experience and we couldn't get enough of this. So we drank 6 times a week.
Because we were young we found it cool to be drunk. We couldn't see a disadvantage in this so we drank. That's why we came into your grade. As we recognised what kind of bad consequences this had it already was too late. Since that time we left alcohol behind us.
In our opinion everyone should make his own experiences but everyone should know when the time has come to stop drinking. Now we drink nearly nothing anymore, just on birthdays or New Year’s Eve and one or two beers in the disco. 
I think you can imagine that we are allowed to drink because we are of age. But believe us, we drank much more when we weren't allowed to. But now we try to live healthy and we have other things to do instead of drinking alcohol. 
Back to your question of parties. We like clubs and home parties as well. There is just the question what sort of people there are because you only can really have fun when you feel good in that group of people.
What is your opinion about alcohol and parties?
bye Alex and Jewgeni, 11b, Jever
Hey you

I want to write something to your topic "Music and parties"

I like clubs more than home parties, because home parties are often very boring. It depends on the people who organize the party. I like to meet new people and it's easy to make contacts in a club. I like to dance and that's the main point why I like clubs more than home parties. I like different kinds of music but to dance I like Oldies and Rock music. At home I listen to Hiphop and Rock most of the time. I think oldies are good to make a nice party because everybody knows the music and dances to it when he's drunk. My favourite bands are: Tracy Chapman, Wir sind Helden, Clueso, Curse, Blumentopf and so on. I've got one favourite actor: MATTHIAS SCHWEIGHÖFER          -------> The sexiest man alive
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What are your answers to your questions? What do you like more? Home parties or Clubs? I'm sure that you prefer the home parties isn't it?

I would like you to write to our topic

nice wishes from Verena, 11b, Jever

Hello Henrik, Oläf and Marten!!!!
I'm a little bit bored at this moment so I picked your topic and now I'm writing to you because the other topics are pretty boring.

Okay, let's talk about music, parties and my nightlife. At first I can say that I prefer more home parties because the last time I was too often in a club called Nachtschicht and it's nearly every time the same so that you don't want to go there for a long time ( about 2 or 3 months)

Home parties are even better because there are people who you like but not every time. Sometimes there are little stupid boys. Think of a discothec! There are many people with who you don't want to have a party or do dance and so on. Some people get on your nerves or their dumbness is very bad.

And on home parties you can listen to the music you want to and which you like. 

As you know I'm allowed to drink alcohol but I'm sure that I don't have to tell you something about the rights in Germany. To be honest I drank alcohol at the age of 14 but my parents didn't say anything against it. I'm not an alcohol-freak. Sometimes it's even more fun to watch other people get drunk :) .

My favourite music number one is Rock. My favourite bands are Korn, Sentenced, The Thrills, Muse, A perfect circle, Paradise Lost, Die Happy, Rammstein, Sportfreunde Stiller, Soulfly, Ill nino and so on and so on.

All right that's enough. Maybe you'll write back and tell me something about your experiences with alcohol, parties and music?

Perhaps you were already on a music festival or a concert and you want to talk about it?

Cheerio and lots of love. 

Yours, Inguer, 11b, Jever 

Gaming
We are very interested what kind of computer games you play in your country, especially multiplayer/internet games. 

Which genres do you prefer?

How much do you play?

Is “Progaming” a serious profession in your country?

We hope to hear from you!

Henrik, Julius, Olaf, 11b, Jever

Hello Henrik, Julius, Olaf, 
I am interested in play station and computer games and usually spend my free time on these games. 
My favorite the computer's game are Max pain very much and the Mummy and Pink Panther ,Die hard , half life ,... 
Among play station games I like Takken , Crash , Pepsi man , Resident evil , Spider man , Tomb rider ,... 
I sometimes play these games with my brother Alireza. 
I think every one at this age should play, be happy and enjoy life! 
Mahsa from Iran
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Hi Mahsa,
I don't like games on Playstation because of the graphic. The graphic in a computer is much higher. You can't compare it with a TV-srceen. I don't like to play with a game pad, either. I like to play internet multiplayer games because it's an individual kind of gaming. It's more realistic, when you have "real" enemies and when you are better than the others, you can be more proud of it. When you take a lot of time, everyone can beat computer-enemies (in internet-games called "bots"). 
Max Payne is a nice game. I like it because their programmers wanted to create a game with a lot of style. It's not like a default game because there are no "slow-motion-scenes". Max Payne is the best game in 3rd-person. I prefer to play ego-shooter games. Half Life is also a good game. A disadvantage of playing computer is that you nearly always have to have the newest computer-components.
Pls write back, cya Olaf, 11b, Jever

Hey Mahsa!
Playstation™ is poor because the graphic isn’t nearly as good as the graphic of a pc, as long as you’ve got the right (good) components.

If I can’t choose the maximal resolution I won’t have only the half fun. Unfortunately it’s very expensive. 

I prefer all kind of games except science-fiction or other future games (Unreal Tournament, Doom 3, Aquanox, etc.).

Important for me is the realism resp. games which pick up historical and present events (Black Hawk Down, Call of Duty, Medal of Honor Series, etc..)

In addition, I like sport games. All kind of sport games. FIFA 2005 is my favourite game because I’m also very interested in the “real” soccer.

On LANs we often play these games, but on the internet I play hardly anything. Okay, I play “Soldat” a little nice 2D game. (www.selfkill.com) 
Only 10 MB but the fun is indescribable. 

Bye Henrik, 11b, Jever


Well, I think you didn't know who I am, when you wrote your e-mail. ;o) I think it's interesting, that I only got three responses for my theme, which are all from Jever. Playing Computer-Games seems to be an uninteresting aspect in the other countries.
I even know the game "Soldat" and I got it myself. We play it sometimes on the LAN-Partys I participate. But I personally prefer 3D games, like UT2004, Call of Duty, Doom3 and FarCry. I do not like the Classical-Ego-Shooter "Counter Strike", although the most people play it. I do not only play the games, I'm mapping a little bit, too. (I think you know mapping, do you?) It's a lot fun being superior, because you know the map better than others.
To illegal downloads I can say, that I know a little about it. I know a few people by internet, who are doing very illegal things, like giving sources for downloads. And I could download games an movies myself, if I would want to.
That the most people want to see blood an the heads of the enemies fly away is a big problem, I think. So playing computer is getting negative from the view of the most people. It's for example called the reason for the crazed action in Erfurt. But I don't think so too.
MFG Tobias Prehn 11e Jever
Hi Tobias!
Sorry, but is was a mistake of my teacher, the mail you got was the text of mine ;)
It's nice that you play "Soldat" on LAN-Parties. I think the game becomes more popular. Two weeks ago, I saw a report of "Soldat" in TV. It was the GIGA-esport-show. There where a show match and I know the players because I played with them, too. :P
I understand persons, who prefer 3D-games and I also like the games you told me. On LAN-Parties, mostly we play "Call of Duty". "Counterstrike" and "Unreal Tournament 2004" are also very funny. But I hate "Doom3". It's one of worst games ever... Always the same, you open a door, a monster jumps on you and you shoot it down - next room... I don't play "Far Cry", either, because I think it's not very cool, when there a lot of monsters in the game. The best Ego-Shooter is "XIII" (13),do you know this Comic-shooter? A new game that we play on LAN-Parties is "Flat Out", a nice car-race-game.
Year, I know what mapping is and I think for 3D-Games, it's not very easy. There are a few hard parts in the maps for example the light and the shadows.
Please write back, bye. Olaf, 11b, Jever
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Sport

Now we want to know something about you, especially about sports.

- How important is sport for you!? 
- Are you a typical couch potato who watches the athletes on television or do you get up         before school starts to go jogging?  

- And what are typical sports of your region? 

- Can you tell us your own experiences with sports?

Such a popular sport for us is boßeln where people just come together nearly every weekend. The principle of this sport is to throw a ball through the streets of a village and to score very long distances. 

We are waiting for your answers for this topic which is quite important for students in Germany
Evija and Elmar, 11b, Jever

Here are the answers from our classmates and e-mail partners. 

Although the opinions are very different, most of them like to do sports.

They talk about lots of kinds of sport.

And at the end of our project there’s a text which is supposed to prove the importance of sport.

Hey you two!

At first: No, I’m am not a typical couch potato! I go horse riding four times a week and I try to go jogging once a week. But when I have time for jogging, mostly the weather is really bad! And you need to know that I haven’t got a lot of time. 

If I had more time, I would do a lot of more sport. In the past, I tried to do all kinds of sports. I went swimming, dancing, playing tennis and more. But I always lost the passion and the fun! And finally I stayed at horse riding. 

But I think I’m a little bit sportive, because the work in the stable is a little bit arduous, too and it’s my way of sport and to stay fit. 

What kind of sport do you do? Write back! Silke, 11b, Jever

 

Hey Elmar and Evija!

The fact that I really like your topic makes me write to you although it’s quite strange to write an e-mail to my classmates and friends! 

To me, sport is a very important subject in my life. I think I’m quite a sportive person although I love to watch athletes on television, too. Three times a week I play volleyball in a team of nearly 15 (well, at least I try to play volleyball three times a week). Most of the time, it’s really hard and exhausting training to improve the condition and style of playing volleyball. I have to admit that I often hate these times when you’re more than only exhausted and you still have to give [image: image23.jpg]


your best and make every effort all the time! But although the training is so arduous, playing volleyball means everything to me in my life. On the one hand, it contains nevertheless a lot of fun and the feeling you have when you win an important match is so great and overwhelming that it’s difficult to describe. On the other hand, playing volleyball suits very well when you are angry or even sad about something that happened in school or when you are furious because of an argument between you and your parents or your best friend. You can put all your aggressions into playing volleyball and I can tell you, afterwards you feel so much better than before! In general, I think that sport is also a very important subject for staying healthy. In my opinion, nowadays there are too many children who are not interested in anything, especially not in sports, but computer games and fast food. Mostly, exactly these children are fat and therefore live unhealthy and that fact is in my view really sad. 

Well, I hope you are not bored and you both enjoy reading my opinion to your topic at least a little bit … Caro, 11b, Jever

Hello you two
What’s up?
I want to write something to your topic because it’s nice to tell the own opinion. My opinion about sport is: I HATE SPORT. It’s horrible to have sport in school because I hate it so much. I don’t have fun when I’m running after a ball like an idiot. I hate sport in every kind. It’s so boring to watch the athletes on television. At that time I can do better things. I think you can do sports when you ride your bike or go through the city or when you go swimming in the summer. That’s my way of sport. In my free-time I‘m going into a fitness-centre because I want to do something for my body. A few years ago I did much of sports: hand ball, ballet and jazz-dance. But those times are over and that’s good ;) I would like to know if you’re doing sports in your free-time. Now I have to finish this e-mail because I have to learn for my examination of tomorrow.  Bye Bye Verena from your class, 11b, Jever
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Why is sport good? 
In my opinion sport is very good for your health and not just that, by doing sport your body produces some materials that make you have a good mood. To me sport is not just that, it makes fun, of course. I think sport is something for everyone because there are so many kinds of sport for example: fighting, which claims power, speed and concentration - this is something for people who like action. But sports which include action needn't just be fighting - there are sports like car driving, bungee jumping and many more. But I don't think that everyone likes action, so there is sports like Golf and sailing for someone who likes to relax or adventure.
If people talk about sport, people like me, they don't mean that you have to do sport seriously, you can do it just for fun, so sometimes I can't understand why people don't like sport - sport is fun and your health!
My preferred sport is body building and nearly all the games with a ball. In former times I played for example soccer really seriously but then I lost the fun in it and our couches didn't have the motivation to give us the best training, so I stopped it, but I'm even playing soccer sometimes just for fun with my friends. 
I think why many peoples do sport is because they are motivated to do this. For example me - when I started playing table-tennis I did it together with a friend and when I saw that he started being better than me I trained more. We played and could notice how fast you start being better and this motivates us. 
Sport is especially good for children at young ages. If someone hasn't got friends it is a good chance to change it when he just starts doing some sports in a club. There are children who like the same thing and so they can make some new friends. In my opinion it is much better than sitting the whole day long in front of the TV and doing nothing. 
An example that sport is good for your health: As I was young I had asthma and my doctors said that I couldn’t do sport because I could get an attack. But I didn't want hear anything like this and I continued doing sport and the illness was gone. So you see that sport is something special that makes you feel better, have fun, make new friends and hold you fit.
I hope that I could change a little bit of your opinion about sport and you learned something about the possibilities that sport includes.  Alex, 11b, Jever

[image: image25.jpg]



Hi Evija and Elmar!
Your topic is very interesting. I like sport and now I play volleyball in a very nice team    (with Evija). A few years ago I was in an athletic team. It’s the hardest sport I know. In the team I had to run 800 m. It was horrible. Six days in the week I had training and on Saturdays I had to go to a sport centre.
And sometimes I had a contest. I was very nervous before my start. In my third contest I was so nervous I was sick. And after that I couldn’t run and my coach was very angry. It was a horrible day in my life. A few months later I didn’t find it fun any more and I stopped the sport. It was much better for me. Then I had to try to play football but this sport wasn’t good for me and I stopped the sport too. Now I play only volleyball ant that is enough. But it was very interesting to try all these sports. When I was in the second grade I had to play handball and dancing but that is not my thing. It was important for me to try all these kinds of sport, and now I know all these sports just do not suit me. Friederike, 11b, Jever

Here are three opinions of our partners from other countries.


Hi dear friends, 
I'm Freshteh. Here are my answers to your question about sport: 
What kind of sports do you like? 
I like football, swimming, gymnastic, cycling, volleyball and basketball. 
What are typical sports in your country? 
Iranian girls are so interested in physical jerks playing volleyball and basketball, swimming, cycling and so on. Iranian boys are extremely fascinated in playing football, while professional footballers have so many fans among both girls and boys. 
Iranian athletes in wrestling and weight lifting 

Do you prefer doing or watching sport? 
Of course doing sport is much more exciting than watching it, but I really enjoy watching football matches. 
Bye,  Freshteh  
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Sports and dancing
It's a useful thing in each person's life. Most people think that women in Uzbekistan do not go in for sports especially such sports as boxing and karate. They are mistaken. As for me I'm fond of judo. During my training I relief my stress and let my emotions go away. Besides it's also useful in the street if someone would like to  attack  me. I visit my training every day twice-morning and evening. What about girls in your country? Are  they fond of such sports?(Munira, Namangan)
Freestyle. Usually it's danced by strong boys. Few people heard of it in Uzbekistan, but when I saw in the street the boys dancing it I was astonished and expressed my willing to learn it. But the boys only laughed and told it was difficult especially for girls. Now I have been training dancing freestyle for 7 months and proved that girls can do EVERYTHING if they want to. We practice it 4 times a week and I LIKE it. Did you know anything about it ? (Alyona, Namangan)

 

Hi,

I don’t like sports like boßeln or korfball. I can’t understand people, who like sports like that. I think, boßeln is very boring and only older persons play sports like that. I played it only one time on a birthday party of my friend. You throw a ball on the street and hope that it will roll on it as long as possible. Wow!

I played korfball when I was in the 5th or 6th grade. To me, it’s a boring version of the classic basketball.

Well, I like sports like table tennis or swimming. When I was younger, I was in a table tennis association for a few years.

When you think that skateboarding is a kind of sport then I have done it, too. That was my opinion. Olaf, 11b, Jever
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Hello Elmo and Evija,

I want to talk about your topic sport. Sport is very important for me. 5 days of 7 days in a week I go to sport. 3 times a week I go to soccer and two times I go to fitness together with three friends. And sometimes when the weather is very nice and I have some free time I go out and play basketball at home for one hour or one more. 
In my opinion the most popular sport in Germany is football. But some kinds of sport  like Basketball or ice-hockey are on the best way to get a competitor to soccer.

Boßeln is a very stupid and boring sport. In my opinion the main point of boßeln is to drink alcohol and not the game. And they are shouting the whole time and walking drunk across the streets. In addition to that the sport is very dangerous for the cars when the ball is rolling along the street and there are driving cars. 

So now you know my opinion about boßeln and sport.

Bye Soenke, 11b, Jever
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Hello Elmar and Evija! 
First thing I want to tell you: don’t write boßeln with “ss”!! It would have a different sound. I have done this sport for 6 years now and I can say that it’s not always funny, and every weekend is not true, we have contests against other teams only in winter. If it’s cold and rainy or if you lose all the time you really think about quitting it but when you do this sport for a long time, you would miss it, because it’s nice to be together in a group.
I can’t say that I’m a very sportive person, I hate jogging but I’m definitely not a couch potato! I love ball-sports and I do horse-riding every week. Some people try to tell me that horse- riding isn’t a sport, but I can tell you, it is: If you only sat on the horse, doing nothing and let the horse go, you would soon fell off. Horseback-riding can be very exhausting, but me and my friends always have a lot of fun. The only thing I don’t like is that some English-riders have something against us western-riders, that’s what we do. They think we don’t belong to them and that they are something better. In addition to horse-riding I’m doing pair-dancing once a week, and that’s pure fun! We just had our examination on Saturday after two and a half years of dancing, it was really nice. It was very difficult to get all points, and I didn’t score all, I still made some mistakes. Next to riding and dancing I do another, but unknown sport: Korfball (really with only one L !!) It comes from the Netherlands, there it is as popular as soccer in Germany. Korfball is similar to basket-ball, but you are not allowed to walk or dribble with the ball, and the basket is much higher (about 3,50m) and the field is much bigger. That’s all what I do! Bye, Wiebke, 11b, Jever 
Sport
Some people ask sometimes, if sport is good for them or not. But I think that everyone must find his own opinion about sport. It isn't good to say that sport is good or bad if you have never done it. You have to look at the backgrounds of sport. Not everyone knows that sport isn't so hard. Some of them say something like that: "Sport is so dangerous" because they think about boxing or extreme sport. But it isn't like that. Sport can be soft. Not every kind of sport has something to do with physical effort. Like chess or something where you have to think? So in my opinion, school can be also be seen as a kind of sport, because there you have to think a lot, too. And Sport is helpful for health and against some diseases. 
For me it's a lot of fun. And with fun you can be healthy, it is very practical. If you don't know what to do, then you can go and play something for example soccer or something like that. After that you feel better and the time is gone. When you want to begin with a kind of sport, you needn't start with a very hard of one, unless you want it. The best sport for beginners is swimming. It isn't so complicated. You only swim for yourself and don’t need a lot of power and you can relax some moments in the water. So in my opinion: "Sport is and remains good"
Jewgeni, 11b, Jever

Hi you two! 

Your topic is sport and I have some experiences with sports so I want to tell you something about it. 

At the age of 3 I went with my mum to children’s gymnastics but believe me I cannot remember how often I went to it. All the children and their mummies sang songs together and played little and easily understandable games. 

When I was four years old I did some athletics and at the age of 6 I became interested in football because of my five year older brother. 

So I became a member of a football team called "Heidmühler FC" and I was the only girl who played in this team. Me and 10 boys. It was always really fun because all the spectators even said: "Oh look at this girl " and so on and on . 

At the age of 12 I was too old to play together with boys so I had to go into a team of girls to Hooksiel but I didn't want to. 

I gave up football and began to play "Ten-pin-bowling". So that’s where I am today. Two or three times a week I go by bike to the Frieslandbowlingcentre and throw some balls :) 

And it's really a lot of fun. I play in a girls-team that has the chance to ascend this year into the national league. But it's a very hard way. The final games are on my birthday and so I don't really know if I could concentrate on my game but we all hope the best. Oki doki , I think for now it's enough about sports! As you know , I'm a classmate of you, which means that we live in the same country and so you know what our typical sports are. 

Maybe you can tell me your experiences with sports? I am pretty interested in it because I didn't know kind of sports Evija enjoyed in Latvia.

Cheerio,              Inga, 11b, Jever 

 

Hello you two!
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You're right, sport is an important topic for students in Germany but at first I didn't know what to write about. It's such a normal thing in our lives, everyone does or even watches sport to talk about. Two years ago I started to do sport, I entered a volleyball team. The first time I did a special sport every week ( I'm not talking about the one we had to do in school ) and I had fun. In my childhood me, my parents or my grandparents did some Bicycle trips together or did other sportive things you can do in your free time without training. The problem was, my parents are very sportive and I wasn't interested, I was more interested in music and art - like my grandmother. But nowadays sports is more important to me, I'm really interested in Volleyball. In the summer a member of my Volleyball team and I go to play beach volleyball so summer is the best time for Training. We train in the Outdoor Swimming Pool of Heidmühle and often other people play together with us, it doesn't matter if they are members of our team or not. So it also doesn't matter if some members of our team have no desire to train - we ask other people. By the way, everybody gets a bit suntanned and warmed by the sun. Before or sometimes even after our Training we go into the water and have a bit fun. Maybe you’re sometimes interested in playing with us? Let's bet who will win!!! Laura (Ladies and Gentlemen) , 11b, Jever

 
The hardest challenge:
Ok Mr Lichte, 

I took the hardest challenge of things that you don’t like. It think you even hate this kind of movement and this is my attempt to convince you that sport is a good thing that everyone of us should do sometimes or regularly. 
First of all we have do define the word sport and analyze it with its kinds of movements. And so there have to be differences between the kinds of sports which are dangerous for you and especially your bones!
I think about team-sports like football, basketball and so on and the extreme sports like bungee jumping or rock climbing. Of course, these sports are breakneck and I agree with you that sports from this point of view are very bad. 
But think about the sports which aren’t dangerous like jogging or riding your bike. I think it’s really difficult to break your leg while jogging. Isn’t it? 
You have to be very stupid to achieve that with jogging. And I think that you aren’t stupid. Sports don’t have to be dangerous things and jogging or riding have the same effect like team sports. The typical and boring argument for sport is that you get fitter if you do it sometimes and, by the way, you can lose weight. The experts say that sport is good for your health and I think that’s right because in the past I had to go by bike for 4 kilometres to the bus stop every day. Since I have my driving license for a motor-bike I didn’t do real sports anymore. And now I can feel that I’m not fit as in the past, especially in the sports lessons because my condition is not so good anymore. I think at this point you’ll say that you don’t need condition because you don’t do sports but with this little story that happened in my life I want to prove that sport keeps fit! This slogan “sport keeps fit” was or is (I don’t know) an advertising slogan of a health insurance scheme and if the members of this health insurance scheme can prove that they do regular sports they get some gifts or reduction of the subscription. So you can save money when you do sports! But it’s required that you are at the right health insurance scheme.
And the most powerful argument to convince you is really incredible. I learned it in the last chemistry lesson and first I didn’t believe it but it’s true and only this argument gave me the reason to write this text. I knew that you don’t hear or read the last arguments for the first time and so I needed an argument which goes deeper in the whole thing sport. 
Everybody is in his life sometimes, often or always stressed. It doesn’t matter whether you get stressed in your job or in your family it’s always the same because at that moment when you get nervous or stressed your body turns out the hormone adrenaline into your circulation. This stuff makes your body prefer to support your muscles with oxygen and nutrients in order to give your body more power and condition in dangerous situations. But the bad thing is that adrenalin makes your body neglect its support of your internal organs with oxygen and nutrients.
This undersupply is the reason for a bad feeling or pain in your stomach. And here is the connection to sport. The only way to put the adrenaline out of your body is doing sports because the adrenaline is in the sweat which gets out of your body or you have to cry a very long time because it can also be in tears. And that’s the reason why women cry when they are stressed. Those are the qualities of adrenaline and here are the consequences if you leave the adrenaline in your body. The reason for the pain in your stomach is that the mucous membrane of the stomach gets smaller. Then the stomach acid attacks the stomach from the inside and the consequence is pain. When you have this little ache over a long time and you do nothing against it you’ll get stomach ulcers which can became a tumour.
In the most extreme way the adrenaline can lead to death! 
I think this argument is really heavy and a little bit exaggerated but think about it!  
I hope that I could change your opinion about sports a little bit especially with the last argument. Maybe you’ll take your bike more often or at least you think more about sport. Elmar Haschen, 11b, Jever 

Destiny  and  Organ Donation
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Destiny

One of your best friends suddenly disappears out of your life. 5 years later you meet him again in the street. Coincidence or destiny? 

- What do you think about things like that happening?

- Do you believe in destiny?

- Perhaps something unbelievable happened to you in the past which you think was destiny?

- Or are there any funny stories you could imagine? Silke, Caro and Kyra, 11b, Jever
Hello Silke, Caro and Kyra! 
This is my opinion about destiny and coincidence.

I think it’s very difficult to make differences between these two words because their meanings are mostly the same. The only difference I make is in which way these events change or influence your life. So I would say that coincidence is a little thing that happens in your life. For example: A traffic light was red just when I had the test for my driving license. The coincidence is that I passed that traffic light 50 times and I never saw it red. But just in the test it was red and I passed without braking…. damn! 

Destiny is something that takes effect for  a very long time which changes your life very much. It’s a point in your life that you’ll never forget. For example: If Henrik hadn’t moved from Wuppertal to Hooksiel I wouldn’t have gone to Mariengymnasium after the sixth grade and so I would never have got to know all my friends today. I’m not sure if this all happened by the influence of Henrik but I think he played an important role at that time because first I thought about going to a technical high-school.

Yes I believe in destiny and coincidence because these two stories are the proof that these things exist in my mind. But I think you realize a destiny a long time after it really happened. It was the same when I thought about your topic. First I tried to define these two words in my own opinion and then I looked with these definitions in my mind for those moments. So I realized the destiny with Henrik which is more than 4 and a half years ago. A coincidence just happens and at the same moment you think or say: “Mmh, that was coincidence”. Elmar Haschen, 11b, Jever
 

Hello Elmar!
Thank you very much for your long and informative response. It was really interesting to read your opinion above all because you have experienced coincidence as well as destiny. 
Besides, we agree with you in most of the points which youve mentioned. In our opinion, you could define destiny as some kind of supernatural force or power that is responsible for everything that will happen in your life, and therefore you could say it is somehow pre-determined. As you have said before, destiny is an incident which could influence your whole life.
Honestly, we (Caro and Silke) have to say that we absolutely dont believe in destiny because, as Kyra prefers to say, we are too rational to believe in supernatural forces. We just dont believe that there is something that predestines our whole life. Moreover, we are definitely too emancipated to be subjected by a supernatural power which commands everything in our life. 
Nevertheless, we do at least believe a little bit in coincidence. Coincidence is, in our opinion, something in your life which happens at a very surprising moment which you dont expect to happen. 
Mostly, when you say "destiny" nearly everyone would say: "Destiny means that your whole life is  predestined".
I (Kyra) dont think so. I believe in destiny, though, but Id define it as a moment which you cannot influence by yourself and which will have an effect on at least part of your remaining life. For instance, the example our group mentioned in our intro: You meet a friend again who you havent seen for ages. 
Coincidence on the other hand, Id define as some random incident which may be surprising at that moment, but which isnt very important for the rest of your life. It happens and that was it. 
Well, we hope you are not bored by reading our opinion! So, we will be glad if you write back!
Silke, Kyra and Caro, 11b, Jever

Hello Caro, Kyra and Silke

At first I have to say that I don’t really believe in destiny. How can you notice that it’s destiny to meet your friend on a street if you haven’t seen him for a long time? It sounds maybe a little idiotic, but I think that the whole life is predetermined, you don’t know it, but you live it little by little. It sounds a little bit strange. But I can’t explain it in a different way, but maybe you could. What about you? Do you really believe in destiny? And why do you believe in it? Did something happen why you believe in it? Tell me more about your own opinion, because I would like to know why some people believe in destiny. Ciao.  Ina, 11b, Jever
 
Hey Ina!

Caro and I (Silke) dont believe in destiny either. But we are interested in people and their opinions who believe in it. I dont believe in any sort of God or superhuman power. Thats because I couldnt imagine that something like destiny is real. What do you mean, when you say that you think that your life is predetermined? Is predetermined where you will live in the future or are there more important things like your character for example predetermined? Caro and I, we couldnt imagine something like that, because you have the chance to make your own decisions and to change your life as you want to. How it is possible that there is something like destiny? Kyra holds a different opinion. She believes in some sort of destiny. Its very difficult to explain it. She doesnt think that the whole life is predetermined. She believes that some situations are predetermined by destiny. If she met an old friend somewhere in the streets she would believe that it was something like destiny. For me its a little bit strange because I think that it was coincidence. We got a few other mails, but I think only one person believes in destiny... I think most people think to realistically to believe in something like that. What do you think?  Nice greetings from kyra, caro and silke! 11b, Jever
 

Hello!

Now I want to tell you something to your topic “destiny”. I have different opinions to your question: What is destiny?

I think when my best friend disappears out of my life and I meet her after 5 years in street it isn`t destiny! And because of this she wouldn’t be my best friend when she suddenly goes away!! In my opinion I would meet her accidentally. Everybody says “friends are forever”, but I made different experiences. I think destiny could influence your whole life!!!!! It could be a nice experience, for example you win a lot of money and your life will be completely changed - suddenly you are rich. But on the other hand it could be a bad experience, for example your parents die at a car accident. It would happen just once in a lifetime and it would change your life forever. Because of this you can get a lot of problems with your own life. In my opinion destiny is a kind of conduct, that expects that you accept your experience of life. (For example: Don’t cry your whole life long but also live your life!). I made my own experiences. Five years ago I lost my father of brain cancer and one year later my mother told me that I have a different father than my sisters! It was very hard to accept it , but now it isn’t a problem for me to see how life can go on!   Aileen, 11b, Jever
 

Hey Aileen!

thank you for your mail! We dont really believe in destiny either! We picked this topic because we would like to know, if somebody believes in some kind of destiny! What do you mean when you say that destiny could influence your whole life? Is it destiny when you win a lot of money or is it coincidence?! In our opinion this is a very difficult question and we think that the opinions differ from person to person. I (Silke) for example think that nearly everything which happens is coincidence. 

We are very sorry for what had happened to you and your family. Nevertheless you are able to manage your life successfully. Thats great and in my opinion that shows that you are a really strong person. 

We would be glad if you answered!  Caro, Kyra and Silke, 11b, Jever

 

Hello Caro, Silke and Kyra
Thank you for writing to me! 
In my opinion you are right, it´ s very difficult to talk about the difference between “destiny” and “coincidence”. I think, I have  a different opinion than other people, because I have made my own experiences. Because of this it’s difficult to understand me!? You are also right when you say that isn’t destiny, it´ s coincidence, for example when you win a lot of money. For me it’s different, because it would influence your whole life, you would be “happy forever” (it’s relative)! In my opinion it’s destiny. I know I told you now my opinion again, but it’s very difficult for me to explain to you what I mean. I think we could discuss this topic for a long time, because your arguments are also right. Everybody has his own truth and experience of life. 
Thank you for the compliment, but I think I’m not a strong person, because I have a lot of problems  with my past and so the appearances are deceptive. Bye, Aileen, 11b, Jever

Hi Silke, Caro and Kyra!

Hmm, I’m sure I’ve seen this question before, it sounds familiar… I answered a question like that, when I worked on my reading-log for “Holes”… Now, I’ll write to you, what I think about destiny.

I think, there is a difference between coincidence and destiny.

Coincidence is a kind of luck or bad luck. It happens every day. But destiny is a very special thing. It doesn’t happen very often and it takes a lot of time to be realized.

When you drop a cup on the floor and it doesn’t break, it’s coincidence. 

But when you meet a special person only because something strange happened, it’s destiny. 

I believe in destiny because nothing is impossible. Everyone gained experience with destiny – perhaps, he doesn’t know…

Your example, “One of your best friends suddenly disappears out of your life. 5 years later you meet him again in the street.” I think this situation is coincidence. It’s just luck that you meet him again. 

At this moment, I don’t remember any situations where I got experience with destiny.  Bye Olaf 11b, Jever

 

Hey Olaf!

Youre one of the few who answered our questions about destiny! Somehow I can understand it, because we all had to answer this question in our reading log. But we think thats good, because everybody only needs to write his text from the reading-log again... Well, however! We three have nearly the same opinion about destiny. We dont believe in it. We dont know why not, but somehow we think its an invention of mankind. Where is the difference between destiny and coincidence? We think everything that happens is coincidence. Perhaps we will come in a situation after which we will say that it was destiny. But something like that hasnt happened to us yet. Perhaps you are right and we only dont know that something like destiny happened to us. Were not really sure if we believe in destiny or not, because some people are sure that destiny has changed their life. We think some things in the world cannot be explained and even destiny exists. We will see.....Nice greetings! Caro, Kyra and Silke, 11b, Jever
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Organ Donation

Many people in the world suffer from terrible diseases like cancer and can only be healed by organ donation. 

- Have you ever thought about donating your organs? 

- Which conclusion did you draw and why? 

- Are there religious reasons against donating your organs?

- Would you donate your organs nevertheless?

- If so, would you donate your organs while you’re still alive or only after your death?

Silke, Caro and Kyra, 11b, Jever

 

Hi my friends: 
We are Mehrnaz and Leila from Iran. We read your good topic and questions. We like your topic and decided to answer and tell you our opinions. 
We think many people need our help. We like to help them. We have heard a lot about it. In Iran many people with university degrees donate their organ after their death. We know one of them. There aren’t Islamic reasons against donating organs. “Every person who donate life to one person donate life to all people.“(Maede -32) Its part of Oran. Oran is our holy book. In Iran there is a bank for donating organs. This bank help people who need donating organs. In Bam (one of cities in Iran) a family that lost their daughter in earth quake by brain death donated her heart to a man who was the father of a small girl. Their daughter dead but her heart palpitates for ever. Leila & Mehrnaz, Tehran
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Hey Mehrnaz and Leila!  

At first we want to thank you for your mail! Its very nice to learn how people in your country think about organ donation.
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We have to say that we dont know very much about the Islam or Qran. But its great that you told us a part of the Qran which fits to our topic! We dont think that in the Bible (our holy book) is some kind of sentence, but we are not really into it. In Germany, there also exists a bank for donating organs. Were not sure, but we think that there is some kind of international bank for organ transplantation. We think that its very important to donate organs because you can help other people or even save their lives by acting this way. Woul! do you yourself donate organs? And if, only after death or even while you are alive? We’ll be glad if you write back!

Caro, Kyra and Silke from Germany! 

Hi Caro,Kyra and Silke 
Thanks for answering us .We like to help people need our help. We know many people who need donating organs in hospitals but they hope we help them. After our death we aren’t in this world but we can live in other body and by this donate life to other. 
What about you? What is your opinion about donating your organs? Would you only donate your organs after your death? We’ll be happy if you answer us. 
Leila & Mehrnaz, Tehran

 

Ja moin
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I want to talk about organ donation. In my opinion everyone should donate his organs when he or she is dead. When you are dead you will not need them anymore and so you can donate them and help another person with them. In my family everyone has this paper which says that you want to donate your organs. My aunt got a kidney three years ago and she is very happy about this and the whole family is happy, too. And because of this everyone in our family takes this little paper with him. 

Maybe there are some religion reasons that you do not donate your organs. But in my opinion religion isn’t important when you can help another person on the world. The only reason which I want to accept is the reason that they think that they will have a second life and that the organs they donate they will not have in their next life. But this is not a real reason for the people not to donate. 

I would donate some of my organs when I am still alive, too. But then there must be a little child who has to get my organ. Then I will donate an organ. 

And today the politicians are discussing about this topic, too.

They want to provide a law which says that everyone who hasn’t got this little paper will not get any organ in his life. And I think that is the right way. When you do not want to donate something someone else should not donate for you. 

So that is my opinion about your topic.  Bye Soenke 11b, Jever 
 

Hello Soenke!

Thank you very much for your response! 

We agree with you in most of the points you’ve mentioned in your e-mail. In our opinion it’s necessary to donate your organs no matter if you’re still alive or if you’re already dead.

It’s a tougher decision when you’re still alive, though, so we think it’s okay if you’d only donate your organs after your death. I (Kyra) would only donate my organs to my closest friends or members of my family during my life.

In my opinion (Caro), there are still not enough people who donate their organs although they expect others to do so in case they suffer from a disease like cancer. Therefore, I would donate my organs even when I’m still alive and even if I don’t know the person who receives my organs.

In my view, donating organs is simply an easy way of saving other people from death which is in my opinion far more important than sticking to ethical doubts. 

Some time ago, we heard someone say something like “I’d rather burn myself than being forced to donate my organs after my death!” To be quite frank, saying such a thing is simply stupid. 

Because of those persons the law which says that only people who donate organs will receive organs should be passed. Besides, people should get better informed about the whole process of donating organs.

Well, that is our opinion. Bye, Caro, Silke and Kyra, 11b, Jever



Meaning of Life 

a discussion that suddenly occurred
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Meaning of life
For me life is like an exam for which you should preferably get 5 ,that's why Uzbek parents give good names to their children to help them in life.(mine means  strong man"!).In nowadays many young people want to travel around the world and get education or job in other countries,but many parents unfortunately do not understand it and make their children stay with them and help them at homebusiness(usually just to buy and resell goods in the market).I want to build my life myself :first I'll go to the USA to study and then I earn enough money to help my parents and then I'll marry the girl I love(even if my parents do not appreciate my choice at first)and then we together travel  in other countries and enjoy our life.(Azamat)
Some people see the life as the sourse of self-enjoiment and they never think of other people's feelings or needs,such people never help others and they think friends and love can be bought for money-they are mistaken!Once I read a frase:"When you were born you were crying and people around you-laughing.So live your life so that when you are dead-you'll be the only one smiling and others around you -crying."I have my lovely 3-year-old son,my mother,my friends and my favourite job and good colleagues .I try to live each day happily and find something special in it and help others to look for good too.I enjoy communication and I love people and my country and I  ll try to make the life of my close people better.For me -this is the sense of life!(Nadejda Rahmanova, Namangan)


Meaning of life
For me life is to find love and happiness. I would say my life is perfect when I find my dreamboy/man and build a family with him. In addition to that I think it's important to find a job which makes you happy. To be nice to your friends and family is important too. It's important to teach your own kids respect because that's something what's missing in the world of today. Everybody has a different way to find his meaning of life but my meaning is to build a family in 10 years . Some people of today think the meaning of life is to make a lot of money and to have a good job but I think that's not everything. Money isn't the way to be happy. Verena, 11b, Jever
Hi Nadejda, 
What is the meaning of life? Humanity has discussed about that question since they have existed. It’s the most difficult question ever. Many scientists discuss about that question. They never find a answer. And I don’t know the answer, either. Live your life as you want to. I can’t say so much about your topic because it’s so difficult. But thanks for your topic, it has made me thoughtful.

Tim Sandkuhl, tsfs-g, 11b, Jever

Christmas, Easter and Summer Holidays

Hello everyone!
Sometime I have thought about the Christmas-time and there has struck me that I don't like the Christmas period. Maybe somebody of you thinks the same. Or you like no Easter or another party like that. 

I hate the time before Christmas. A few months before in every shop you can buy gingerbread, biscuit and Santa Claus as a little statue.

I like it, when it's dark outside and in the trees shine the lights from electric candles. But at that time people think that it's very nice, when the whole front garden shines like a fair. A lot of red, green, blue and yellow lights show us the way to the front door. It's exaggeration.

Then, a few days before we can decorate the Christmas tree, it seems to me that everybody likes everyone. Everybody is friendly to me, but it isn't real. Then, it is one day before Christmas and I have to go to the city. (I forgot one present!) Oh no!!! There is nobody friendly to me. Everyone is in a hurry. The day is over and I know, tomorrow we'll decorate the tree, and my sister likes it, when there is a lot of colour in the tree. My father likes straw stars. In the end the Christmas tree shines like a fair, too. In the afternoon, the people put on their latest clothes, because they go to church. It's CHRISTMAS!!! EVERYBODY goes to church!!! It seems like a fashion show.

After lunch, everybody forgets the diet. You can start a new one next year...

I hope you liked my short story and I am looking forward to your stories. 
Kirsten, 11b, Jever
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Hi Kirsten,
yes somehow you are right. The Christmas-time can be hard and sometimes really horrible - particularly if you have forgotten some presents and you have to go again to the shops. All the people around are hectic, which needn't be. But after you have finished shopping you can enjoy the kind time of Christmas! I like Christmas-time that's when the whole family is together and everybody is happy. I think presents are not so important to that part of time but it makes me feel more than happy when I see that someone is glad about my presents - and I like presents too *g* But what is Christmas-time without snow? It is just half so good. That's what I miss in Germany most! In Russia we had a lot of snow at that time and it is a little bit colder than here (-20°C), but it is not so cold because there is not such a high air humidity. So you can go outside as late as you want to and it is not dark because of the snow. But now back to Christmas-time. Don't you like decorating the Christmas-tree? I like the lights in different colours there and everywhere outside is looks very beautiful. But now the time of Christmas is past and you can relax till the next Christmas-time *g* ...
Bye Alex, 11b, Jever

Hey!
I have to say that I was a little surprised because of your topic. Perhaps it’s a little bit weird to talk about Christmas at this time but why not! 
Somehow I love the Christmas time and the atmosphere in the streets. But I have to say that I don’t like the fact that you can buy chocolate santas in the stores in September. In my opinion that destroys the atmosphere. Because at that time it’s autumn and there’s no sign for winter or Christmas. I think the Christmastime is something special. At no other time is that kind of atmosphere in the streets. But I hate like you the over-friendly people and the euphoric Christmas-shopper! A few days before Christmas everybody is in stress and even the butter is sold out! It’s a total chaos! But somehow it’s very funny to watch the chaos. I like to go into the city with friends and drink a coffee without stress (if I have a little bit of money left!). Then you’re able to watch all the people while they’re buying the last presents! On the 24th  I love it, when I walk through the streets in the dark and look into the living rooms, while the whole family sits together, or decorates the Christmas tree. And I love the nice decorated gardens. But only little white lights. I would never put these red, green or other coloured lights into a tree or at my house! It’s so ugly! And I’m very glad that my parents hold the same opinion. Our Christmas tree is every year very simple but I like it very much. It’s with white lights and dark blue balls and strings. I hope Germany will not become like the USA in this thing. I think there everybody has Santa and his reindeers in real size in his garden! I don’t want to know what their electricity bill looks like in January! But if the people like it…why not?! 
Silke, 11b, Jever
Hello Kirsten!
It’s very funny to read an e-mail about the Christmas-Time in April but I know that you wrote this e-mail a long time ago.

I agree with you that most of the people are suddenly very friendly although you know that some person doesn’t like you. I dislike it and I can’t understand these people why they are friendly because it’s Christmas. If they don’t like you, they will not like you even on Christmas. These people are insane because they do not see or feel the reality they’re in. Christmas means nothing to me. It’s just an ordinary day like the other 364 ones. Presents are also superfluous because why do you have to give someone a present with a thing which he maybe doesn’t like. In my opinion everybody should have 100 Euros for free and be able to buy things which he likes and which he has always wanted to have. So, we all give a present to ourselves and everybody is happy. You don’t have to exchange stupid presents anymore. This is nice, isn’t it? 

I don’t believe in religion, and I was not baptized and that’s why Christmas is superfluous to me. 

I like the season in December when it’s dark outside and very cold. You can sit inside and look outside and see the snow falling down. And all the little coloured lights which shine all the time are very nice. But these two facts are the only ones which I like at Christmas-time. 

All in all I don’t like holidays but it’s nice that you don’t have to go to school on such public holidays. =) And now I’m just looking forward to my birthday, summer and the big holiday in the  summer ! I hope the weather will be not to bad. So, maybe you want to tell me something about what you’re doing in the summer and what you like about the season summer? See you soon,  Inga, 11b, Jever
 

Hello Inga!
I think it's very funny that everybody, who writes an e-mail about Christmas- time to me, says that they were surprised about the topic and so on. In my opinion you can talk about Christmas every day, because the chocolate Santas are in the stores a few months before Christmas... However..

I think your topic was music festivals and I want to tell you something about Hurricane. On Friday we will buy our tickets for the Hurricane. It's very exciting for me, because it's my first festival with more than thousand people. First I wanted to go to Rock am Ring, but the trip to Berlin is at the same time. (I think you know that..) Do you go to the Hurricane? Most I am looking forward to Oasis. Some friends of me say that Oasis will cancel the concert, but I hope they don't do so. We will see... I think it's a little bit sad that a lot of people go to a festival, because it's a big party with a lot of alcohol and so on. The ticket is very expensive and when you are drunk the whole time, it's mentally deficient. I look forward to camping and so on. So, I hope you’ll enjoy it, we’ll see tomorrow, Kirsten
Hallo Kirsten,
we are the group starry-sky from 11d. We would like to answer to your e-mail.
We think Christmas time is a wonderful time. We love the lights in the city, but if it's too much, it isn't very beautiful...
At Christmas time, my family behaves in an odd way. They try to be nice to each other and my mum tries to make our house comfortable for all of us. She always makes a fuss about the presents... We are not allowed to see her packing the presents. She always groans about the work, wrapping packets absorbs. But we are not allowed to help her wrapping the presents of the others...
She always bakes a lot of biscuits .We all like them but after a few weeks, we have got enough of them. I don't like going to church but at Christmas it's odd...The church is crowded with people, and if you see the children, you see how much they are looking forward to coming home and getting their presents. I love saying Merry Christmas to the people. When I come out of the church, I'm very happy. But at home, my mum and dad are stressed. My mum always wants to make a wonderful meal for us, so she stresses herself, when she is stressed, my dad is stressed, too. My happy mood vanishes when I see the angry look at my dad’s face...
But all in all, I like Christmas... 
The time before Christmas is the time, I can light candles. I love reading in the light of candles with slow music and snow or storm outside. I’m only in this mood the time before Christmas, so I love this time...(Esther)
Hi Kirsten
I don’t like Christmas time.
All people pretend to be happy and exaggerate all what they do at this time. Sometimes I ask myself, why they do this. Why aren’t they like always? Yes, I like buying presents for people I love, and I like getting presents, but every year the same things happen. 
But what I like is snow. I like walking in the snow and I like snowball fights. Besides I like the cold weather. Why? I think, you can do something against the cold weather. You can wear two sweaters , but in the summer, when the weather is so very hot, then you can’t do anything especially not at night. You can’t sleep because of the heat. At Christmas time, I like it to take a warm bath when outside the rain drums at the window, or the snow falls. It’s so nice to lie there and enjoy the time. 
Especially I like walking with my boyfriend through the snow, hand in hand and we keep each other warm. I think that’s very romantic and I like it very much.
So I like the winter, but not really Christmas time. It is so very stressful and sometimes so boring when I have to go to my real dad, just because it ‘s Christmas. 
So every year I’m waiting for Christmas time with mixed feelings… Best wishes, Esther + Kirsten, 11d, Jever


Hi Malihe

How are you? I'm glad because tomorrow is weekend... I would like to know why there is holiday on Friday in Iran. Have you special holidays? In Germany there are " Whitsun -Holidays". Many German people celebrate " Whitsun ", but I don't know why, because it's a day like every one else. I don't know if something special happened 1000 years ago, I just know that these days are free days, because there's no school and most of the adults don’t have to work. Do you celebrate Easter or Christmas? How do you celebrate it? Here on the 24th of December in the evening all people of the family come together and eat a special meal. When you've got a smaller brother or sister mostly then comes Santa Claus with many presents. On the 25th and the 26th of December there don't happen any special things. Either you meet some of your aunts or uncles or you chill at home. Christmas is a very boring celebration, and the only good thing is you get presents[image: image1]. Besides we celebrate our birthday. When it's a special birthday like the 18th we make a big party with a lot of fun and alcohol. Are you allowed to drink alcohol?

I hope I don't ask too much for you

Would be happy if you answered Verena


Hello Verena,
I hope you had a nice weekend. In Iran Friday is holiday and we consider Friday as a holy day as in the past many important events happened on Friday. We have also some religious celebrations every year. Easter and Christmas are mostly celebrated by our Christian countrymen, although Muslims also celebrate Christmas.
Our New Year celebration begins on the first day of spring (March 2oth). It takes two weeks and consists of many wonderful ceremonies. 
Drinking alcohol is taboo according to our religious so we don't drink it.  Best wishes, Malihe, Tehran
Hi Malihe
My weekend was a little bit boring. We consider Sunday as a holy day. Your surely know the bible and there’s said that God made Sunday as a day on that you have to relax a little bit. How do you celebrate Easter? Do you have special cakes? I come from Russia and we make cakes at Easter every year and I would like to know if you do that, too. Maybe you can tell me more about your celebration. Do you like Easter? Do you give presents to your family at Easter? I love Easter because of these cakes and that’s the reason why I’m glad about Easter. Have you ever drunk alcohol? Maybe wine or something like that? I think on special events it’s ok to drink alcohol, but it’s not ok to drink it all the time. 
Ciao Ina, 11b, Jever

Hi kraa,
How are you and what have you done in your Easter holydays? I (frederik) e.g.  have worked und drunk most of the time. In addition, I am very proud of myself because I visited the Dörp only one time in the holidays. So I hope you can tell me what you have done, e.g. if you made a trip and so on. 

I (Matthias) have worked a lot too. But I also drank a little bit and visited the Dörp four times. That isn't funny any more I think. I haven't made a trip in my holidays because I didn't have time for that. 

Now we are very very interested in what you did during the nice two weeks. 
So please write back!  Frederik and Matthias, 11b, Jever
hello you two!!!
You want to know something about my Easter holidays. So I’ll tell you something. First I want to say that I wasn't in the Dörp in the holidays, but I visited the Kling Klang one time. One day I made a trip to Bremen. The weather was very bad, because it was raining the whole day long and it was very cold. Most of the time I wasn't drunk. Only the first and the last day of the holidays. I think I am an example for you... :) You don’t need alcohol to have fun!

It was a little bit sad that nobody made a party. Only three persons made a party. So, now you know my Easter holidays. I think it wasn't very exciting.

bye, kirsten, 11b, Jever

 

Hello Freddy and Maddy!
It’s nice to read an e-mail from you. My Easter holyday was very beautiful but a little too short. Sometimes I celebrated with Kirsten, at first we were on a birthday and the second party was my new home party. In two mouths we will live I a new house in Sillenstede, because our old house is very small and in addition to that we have finally two bathrooms.
But now I will tell something about my holiday. I wasn’t in the Dörp but sometimes in the Kling Klang, too, like Kirsten. And in another disco, which call palazzo. The two discos are in Wilhemshaven and they are better than the Dörp. So I will tell you…you must go to the disco palazzo or in the disco Kling Klang. In the holiday I was often at the beach with my friends, only when the weather was good. At the beach we played cards, took a lot of photos or something else. In the morning I was jogging and In the evening I was sometimes in a pub. The holiday was very expensive but that was not very bad.
So I hope, you are happy about my answer.
Bye, bye Friederike, 11b, Jever

Hi Kirsten and Rieke!
A lot of thanks for your answer! I see you had nice holidays. But now you are certainly looking forward to the summer holidays. I'm right? 

For me these summer holidays will be very cool because then I'll be 18 years old and I miss the summer since the last =) 

Are you also excited for our class trip like me? I think it will be quite funny and beautiful.

So I wish you a good day!

Maddy, 11b, Jever

Hello Maddy 
I was very happy to get an answer from you. I look forward to be in Berlin with you all. I hope the weather will be fine and we can sit in the sun and so on. Perhaps we can go to the Wannsee and we can swim there. 

But mostly I am looking forward to the summer holidays. It's the best time in the year. I think nearly everybody is happy and enjoys the time. I am happy that I have a lake near my house. Most of the time we sit there, play games, relax in the sun and drink alcohol in the evening. Sometimes we make a fire and barbeque corncob with herb butter. It tastes very good. Mostly the forest warden comes and then we have to extinguish the fire. I can't understand him, because we have the fire under control and it's always a little fire. But what can we do??? Now most of my friends have the driver’s license and so we can make a trip to the seaside. There we play volleyball and eat a big ice-cream. All in all I love the summertime. On thing in the summertime is very bad. You haven't got money all the time, because normally you make party only on the weekend. I hope I can make a longer trip like a trip to Italy or so. I like it to see another country. It's interesting.  So, I hope you’ll have fun in the summertime, too. See each other at school, Kirsten, 11b, Jever
GOD – or two worlds get talking!

We believe in ISLAM. The word Islam is composed of two parts meaning: peace, and submission to God. This submission requires a fully conscious and willing effort to submit to God. One must consciously and alertly give oneself to the service of God. This means to act on what God orders all of us to do (in the Qur'an) and what His beloved Prophet, Muhammad (pbuh) encouraged us to do in his Sunnah (his lifestyle and sayings personifying the Qur'an). 
Once we humble ourselves, rid ourselves of our egoism and submit totally to God, and to Him exclusively, in faith and in action, we will surely feel peace in our hearts. Establishing peace in our hearts will bring about peace in our external conduct as well. 
Islam is careful to remind us that it not a religion to be paid just lip service; rather it is an all-encompassing way of life that must be practiced continuously. The Muslim must practice the five pillars of the religion: the declaration of faith in the onenes s of Allah and the prophethood of Muhammad (pbuh), prayer, fasting the month of Ramadan, alms-tax, and the pilgrimage to Makkah; and believe in the six articles of faith: belief in God, the Holy Books, the prophets, the angels, the Day of Judgment and God's decree, whether for good or ill. 
There are other dos and don’ts which concern all aspects of one's personal, family and civic life. These include such matters as diet, clothing, personal hygiene, interpersonal relations, business ethics, responsibilities towards parents, spouse and children, marriage, divorce and inheritance, civil and criminal law, fighting in defense of Islam, relations with non-Muslims, and so much more. 
Anyway we are glad to choose Islam and we think if one believes in Islam everything will be enjoyable and easy. 
Bye,  Nasim & Ghazale, Tehran, Iran
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Hi Kirsten, Aileen and Friederike! 
We are intrested in the rights for teenagers, too. We like parties and driving, too. And we are allowed to have driving licence at the age of eighteen. 
But the rules are quite different in Iran and Germany. According to our religion we mustn't drink alcohal and drinking or being drunk is forbidden; because alcohal damages the nerves and it hurts brain. 
With best wishes, 
Tahereh, Maryam, Samira, Samaneh and Kimia :smile: :grin: :eek: :ooh: :sheepish:, Tehran

Hi Tahereh, Maryam, Samira, Samaneh and Kimia!
Thank you for your e-mail to our topic. It‘s interesting to know the right in Iran. In our country religion isn‘t very important. Today only few people go to church and believe. Only Christmas I go to church. I like to go to church, but I don’t believe in God. I think every teenager I know of the age of 17 doesn’t believe.
Please write back, Friederike, 11b, Jever 

Dear Friederike, 
I love nature, jungle, sea and mountain. My pride and joy is the lovely nature of Iran. 
By the way, you wrote you don't believe in God. Would you please explain more and tell why? Do you b elieve in the immorality of the soul or not? What's your opinion about some spiritual e incidents like dreaming. 
Please write back soon.  All the best, Tahereh, Tehran


Dear Tahereh!
To your question I want to explain more why I don’t believe in God. The question is very difficult to answer for me because I have never thought about it. My whole family don’t believe in God and I have never learned anything about God apart from school. In addition to that I’m not baptized. The topic God is not very important for me. I think for you God is very important in your life, isn’t he? But I must to tell you that I believe in the immortality of the soul. I think after death you get born again. What do you think?
The topic God is different for all people and all my friends do not believe in God and we do not talk about the topic but sometimes we talk about what happens after death and all my friends have different opinions.
Your last question is about some spiritual incidents like dreaming. Yes, that is very, very different to answer. I think dreaming is something where people show their important issues. For example a lot of people dream about their fears or they dream about someone who they miss. Or they dream about their wishes. Write me what is your opinion about dreams? Why do people dream? It‘s a very interesting topic.
Please write back soon. All the best, Friederike, 11b, Jever

Hello Friederike! 
Thank you for writing back. 
As you wrote, God is very important to me. I believe in immortality of soul, too, but I believe after death we get born again, in my estimation after death, there is another world, in which the souls will live. And there is a point in future, when all the alive existences will die. After that all the people will become alive again, and both body and soul will live in an immortal world. Everyone who has done good things in this world will live in the heaven and those who were bad will go to the hell, but after a while most of them will be forgiven and go to heaven, too. 
I believe when we dream the soul separates from the body and because the soul is not limited to time or place, it would go every where in every time. That's the reason we sometimes dream about future or the past and…. Ok, if you're not interested in this topic, we will write about it no more.  Hope you will pleased, best wishes, Tahereh, Tehran


Hi Tahereh!
Thank you for writing back. I was surprised that you have written very fast. That is very good. I like the E-mail project and you? It´s a very good idea to communicate with other teenagers in other countries. When I was in the 9th  grade, our class made a e-mail project too. Is it your first e-mail project?
I think we must find a topic. A topic you do like and I. Do you have you an idea?
Recommendation: We can write or discuss about our favourite poem. 
Mine a poem about war. The topic war is always relevant.

Life will end


The unemployment rate increases
We have nothing more against diseases
Governments say they have no money
But a lot of dollars for arming
Our lives are in the devil’s hand
So all forfeited life will end

Life will end soon
In a bomb boom
With hate and tears
With oppression and fears
But it serves us right
Because we conjured up the fight

It’s better we are all dead
No bad ideas in our head
New creatures will help our Earth
And will give it a new birth
I hope they won’t do the same
They have to play another game


END


I think that death is not the perfect solution, because we do not run away. We must fight against our problem. But a lot of people don’t see problems. Tell me your opinion about the poem. And you can write some other topic.
Hope you will pleased, best wishes, Friederike, 11b, Jever

Hello dear Friederike! 
Nice to hear from you again. I read that nice poem about war, and  enjoyed the poem but felt sorry for those who light the war. I hate war like any other kid in the world. (And also many adults!) And because of that I don’t want to think & speak about it. So it isn’t a good topic. 
But when I read that poem I thought maybe we can speak about poems and also we can write ourselves!!! Now, I’m going to write one of the best poetries I have read by Shell Silver stain: 



The gypsies are coming 
The old people say 
To buy little children 
And take them away 
Fifty cents for big ones 
And a quarter for the small ones 
Forty cents for fat ones 
Eleven cents for tall ones 
A dollar for the happy ones 
A nickel for the sad ones 
And kiddies when they come to buy 
It won’t do any good to cry 
But just between yourself and I 
They never buy the bad ones 



Thank you for being my friend 
tahereh, Tehran


We – Class 11b from Jever
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Dörthe, Andrea and Wiebke





�





�





�





�





�





�





�





�





�





�





�





�





�





�





�





�





�





�





�


You don’t do sports? You may soon look like this. Mr. Lichte
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Kyra’s organ donation card





�





�





�





�





�





�








PAGE  
40

