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1. The idea of the learning circle

| read almost every article | found so far. Of cmul have to admit, | didn't read every of thenmésnsely as | read
those of my personal favourite articles. But | kniny perspective is already good enough to drawescomclusions.
It's amazing that even though the articles argewrisometimes thousands of kilometres away frorh eger the idea
behind most of the opinions is basically the safiigo some topics itself care about different cuidgyrbut it seems like
culture doesn't affect opinions of young peoplehieavy. The topic of our subconscious is a goodngia for an issue
that every teenager is in a way familiar with. Afeasic is one of those topics. No matter wherelix@music
influences you. Also it doesn't make a differend@tkind of music you prefer.

So this learning circle isn't only good to disctissse certain things. If you have the overviewhefwhole everything
you can have many good guesses about the attitdiadeser people in other countries.

I hope my opinion can match with others, thars S. Jever

2. OUR LIVES WHEN WE HAVE FINISHED SCHOOL - OUR FUT URE

The main topic we want to talk about is what yountrta do after you have finished school. We aregao finish
school (hopefully) with the "Abitur" which is thedhest German school qualification. Most of us wéttainly study at
University but in fact there'll be great difficidd because of the high request... well here we $@we questions to you
- What will you be able to do?

- What do you plan to do after you have finisheldosd?

- Describe a day in your life 10 years from nowvthia future (use your fantasy and your desires!)..

greetings from Germany by Christian, Manuel, Marbpre and Lars

a. Plans

- What do you plan to do after you have finishdwbst?

After finishing school, in order to study my fauversubject (physics), | will participate in UniviysEntrance Exam.
- What will you be able to do?

Since | am really interested in music, | want tarkeplaying an instrument.

- Describe a day in your life 10 years from nowha future (use your fantasy and your desires!).

In that day, | get up soon in the morning, readca book, do some exercise and then | go to thevtdbh | work in
and do some projects. At 3p.m | go to the institdtéch | teach in .at 8p.m | call a friend to ga éar dinner. Then |
return home at 10, turn on my P.C and listen tofamgrite music, check my mails. And maybe chat with friends.
Then after having a kind of good day | go to bed get rid of everything for some hours.

Bye, Sajedeh, Farzanegan Zeynab Educational Cefdman
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Our life when we have finished school- our future

"Daddy, when | am old, | will be an astronaut!"the childhood sentences like that are totally ndritia very likely
that children don’t think about their future. Ircfachildren see the earth as a big playground laadrémendous things
which happen around their micro cosmos are soiagdihat they want to be like that. The confusad @ho wants his
son to be a police officer will stay cool and wdisthe next idea of his son. Maybe superstar?! ;

But when childhood is passing it's time to thinkisasly about the future.

In Germany many humans do their graduation. Adtessing they leave their home to go to univerdithany students

prefer bigger cities like Hamburg or Berlin.

In my eyes it's important to see different placed get to
know what it is like to life there. Jever is aftyesmall town ,
but doesn't offer enough opportunities for younglél, who
want to make experiences. | am really looking fardvto my
years as a university student. With my graduaitiail be
able to study medicine or anything else. Todaguntime it
is important to have a "abitur" (the German highegg| of
school graduation) because of our economic sitnatio
Germany. Itis more difficult to get a well paihjthan back
in time when for example my parents had their gasidn.
You have to be motivated and should have a tarpat ywou
want to reach in your life.

| am very interested in seeing other places antihgetb know
other cultures, and that’s why | will go to the U84 an Finishina school

exchange student this summer. | hope this exchgeaewill
give me many impressions and experiences. Iniaddiwill have an understanding and knowledge imglish after

my return and this will give me a lot for my future

10 years later. . .

| am sitting in my little flat and writing an entigto my diary:

Dear diary! This morning was so strenous. Hamlsustyeets were full of cars, so consequently | fivesminutes late
at university. But that wasn't the problem: | Haft my papers in car so | had to go to look farth Fortunately |
parket directly in front of the entrance. "my ludkhought, but at that moment when | stood beloyvaar with the
important papers for my lecture , the wind changed the papers flew into that stupid lake. . .haitt any papers |
returned to the lecture hall and | couldn’t waiste the grinning faces of the other students.

Again 10 years later another diary entry:

Puh. . -, Anna is sleeping now. In five minutes biabysitter will arrive. So now | am allowed @ work, but at
first | want to do this entry to write about my fayrlife. :

My daughter Anna , who is sleeping has her birthdayorrow. In general we will give a birthday pafor her and she
will get presents . Everything is pretty expensivierobably for that reason | have to work as mubt. When my
daughter is grown up and wants to study , my huslaaxd me will have to finance her studies as mgmmardid. It will
be very expensive. . . Fortunately | did my graituma

Julia, Jever

Hello! I love to write about your topic because it makes me very hopeful and active tchieg to my goals. | want to
go to university and study medicine because | lobet my goals don't finish here. | want to studgrsian literature
after it. | love to be a good doctor and writethink and decide about all of my life that if GOamis and | try, | will
reach them.

A day in 10 years later: (I'm 25)

Oh!lll It is 6 a.m. | have to wake up because ld&vgo to university. Today I'm staying at univigrsintil 5 p.m.

Itis 6:45 a.m. I'm driving to university. When agsed the university exam, my dad bought thisaram&. He also said
that when | finish medical school, he will changg car to a better model.

Itis 8 a.m. now I'm at class and I'm writing nofamaster's. it is a very interesting lesson.

Itis 12:30 a.m. it is lunch and praying time. gming to pray with others. After that | will eatich. Today we have
chicken.

Itis 5 p.m. I'm driving home. Today | have a l6taork to do.

Itis 6 p.m. I'm writhing my project. It will berished in one or two month later.

Itis 8 a.m. I'm checking my site. | wrote a fapté®ok to have a lot of fans and this site is fgrbook and it is fans.
Itis 10 p.m. | eat my dinner and now I'm writingy mew book. I'm sleeping in 30 minute.

Sabaarzanegan Zeynab Educational Center, Tehran

| am able to do computer works | want it study at university and then becomeagineer.

| am 25 years old | am an engineer and work in ffige | continue my study .| enjoy my life and eax lot of money
by doing my job so I like my job.

Farzaneh Emami Farzanegan Zeynab Educational Ceftdrran
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In the following text | will describe to you my "ideal” future.

My first aim is finishing school. After that | watd study sports-journalism in Cologne or Munichalve chose those
universities because they are probably the best ionihis fields and most of the German Tv chanheig their seat in
these cities, for example "Premiere" the GermanTRaprganisation which is very famous for its sgazhannel, has
its basis in Munich. The Kirch Media AG which isstbwner of important channels like Pro7 has it$ lsasis in
Cologne. In the meanwhile of my study-time | wohklable to do my first practical time at one ofstiacompanies.
I’'m able to do my first practical time next yeawrfr now, because my mother has "connections" to S#milso | can
go to Munich to try out this job for the first timEm just talking about TV stations, as you hakready seen. The
reason for this is that | find it more interestiogtalk witch people about msx "dream" topic thaitiwg only some
facts down as | would do it if | was a writer ohawspaper but if | got a job at a real sport newsptke the "Sport-
Bild", it would be find, too. I'm not sure which @hnel | would choose if | had the choice betweéthake channels
which show sports in their program. This is verffidilt because I'm interested in very many spard nearly no
channel shows all sports but probably | would g&RD,ZDF or Premiere, because those channels skoyoften
soccer or winter sports. One other important acaganbf the ARD would be that they often show hafdirgy
favourite sport, in their program. This is the pieam of my future but this is not everything. Gmeortant aspect of
the future is my family. Of course | want to haveiee family with children. My opinion of the idealumber of
children is two children. Now | have one olderaistoo, and our relationship is perfect. Hopefafly children will
have the same relationship to each other as wer@veThe ideal place to live would be a big cikelHamburg,
Berlin or Munich in which there are many possimktto have fun. Now I live in a small village eall"Friedeburg"
where it is pretty boring. As | have already meméid | want to live in a German metropolis becadsayjob but later
when | don’t have to work any more and my childxexold enough, me and my wife, of course wheraghees, will
move to Canada, the most fantastic country onglaiget. | want to have a house made of wood irRiteky
Mountains near a lake. After the trouble in the ditges | want to relax in the quiet territorieskiatween grizzlies and
elks and if | want to have again the traffic janthat rush Hour of a big city | just have to go tarouver the probably
most wonderful city in the world.

Hans-Christian Mehrens, Jever

My future home Munich

My big dream is to live in Munich after school.dge | will get a nice school-graduation that | ¢iad a job in Munich
more easily.

| like Munich so much because this city is so véliesa'm a great FC Bayern Munich fan so a bigsmrais the football
club. In the North of Munich, in Fréttmaning, thesehe Allianz Arena. The arena is a very modeanlism and it can
light in red, blue and white. When the FCB plaglivays lights red, of course. The arena has g@089seats, but in
international competitions like in the Championsdjee just 66.000 because there standing placemaadiowed. |
was one time there in the arena and it's just ig@le if you stand in front of this very big tdiihg. And | think it's a
very funny place where the arena stands becauseithihe big stadium and round about there isingth

But | like Munich not only because of the footbalthink the capital of Bavaria has wonderful parker example the
English-Garden: It's bigger than the Central-Parkéw York! And through the English garden flows tsar, a very
nice river, of course.

And for example there is the Olympic-Park. It wadtifor the Olympic-Summer-Games in 1972. In thak there is
the Olympic-Stadium, too. It's famous for it spécaf. That was the home of the FC Bayern untd20 was one
time in the Olympic-Stadium in the last seasonl'®overy happy about that because now you can reaera match of
Bayern Munich there again.

But one very important thing in Munich is the behrst
in the city there are more than 80 beer gardeneyTh
are very nice and there are many trees and soan. Y
must buy our beer there but you can eat your owd.fo
The landscape around Munich is very nice, too. &her
are some lakes and rivers and, of course, mourikes
the Alps. When the weather is good enough you ean
the Alps even from Munich. The biggest mountain in
there is the »Zugspitze«. But unfortunately | hawven
been there yet. The first week of my Eastern-Hetidla
will visit my aunt in Munich for a week. She wilhew
me Munich and at the end of the week | will gotte t
Allianz Arena again. Bayern will play against Sdteal
This match is very important for the FCB because
Schalke is the leader at the moment and they have s
points more than Bayern. So if Bayern want to vai t
Championship they must win. | hope it will be aywer
nice week and I'll see a lot of Munich, my futuine.

by Thomas from Jever



| for myself have not thought so much about what myuture life will look like. But now | have come to a point
where | think it might be important to start tortkiabout what | want to do later. | mean, who knbwe far we will
make it in school or how easy or hard it is to fanpbb or place of education.

My fears for the future are not getting an appratgrieducation. | mean, if you always hear abouhaljobless people
and the very few places of education, what elselshygou think.

So | have slowly come to the conclusion that, difinvery important to start getting informatiomcathat now. Or
maybe doing a practical training in the holidaysée what kind of job matches best to you.

And even though you might think "I don’t care, ihare enough vacancies”, they remain mostly ndbfug.

| did my first practical training in the summer 208t an equestrian centre. It was an excitingalaat hard experience.
| picked this, because | appreciate training anckimg with horses. And | always wanted to do ancadiion as a horse-
economist (-master), but after my practical trajninere, | really started getting doubts if thatidoreally be the right
decision for me. There | first realized what hand @specially physical work it is. So now | am gonted with the
question: Do you want to pull this through or tt gsomething completely different?

| have already applied at some other institutesetoif these jobs might suite me better, becausalgm have to think
about the fact that this will be you job for a Iaimge. And it shouldn’t be a depression going takveveryday, with
only the thought "Well | need the money!"

By: Isabelle, Jever

Hello Renars from Latvia!

How are you? We are fine. We like your introductisa we want to talk with you about our lives wivesm have
finished school. We want to speak with you aboutfature.

Our future will be very different. And we won't lre the same area, because we all want to do difféhings.

Hanna is very interested in study in(e.g.) Neptrdier last school-years in England. Yes, Hantlegwito a boarding
school and after her school time, she wants toystuedicine in Nepal. At this moment, she wantseah eye
specialist.

But Hanna isn't the only person , who will go togtand, Elisabeth will go ,too. Do you want to gaatwother country,
too?

We hope, Elisabeth won't go forever (Hanna want$nigsh her school time there). So or so, Elisalvedints to study
journalism, law or maybe literature.... At this mamh, she thinks of studying in England, but shentakecided, yet.
Law or journalism, this question stands for Rica,. tSo she has the same favourites like Elisabethyithout a very
important detail! Rica won't go to England, USAgw. She is going to finish her school time her¢hatVG (that is
our school).

Jessica also wants to finish her school time Haueshe hasn’t decided yet, what she wants to dledriuture. She
goes to school happy, because she likes schodikasdo meet her friends. Maybe she will studyeation or
medicine in Hamburg.

What do you want to do in the future? Have youtgetsame ideas like us?

Bye, we are glad if you write. Jessica, Elisabethnna and Rica :)

Hi girls.

All weak i thinked what to answer. | will start aliany future.l can tell that | like wepons andlaiid off military
thing. So my future will be interesting and outstizug.l will be a military person. why? | like ahis from child days!
But first I must to finish midlle school. | hopeill travel to all over the wolrd in all kind of resions. Talking about
journalism,medicine and others its all nice, beeausrld need that kind of specialistics.Thoes anlg oy thoughts. |
wonder do you girls can tell me something abou¢ laxd feelings inside you!??And what about schowal AHow its
going?Renars from Latvia! :*

b. Project school and future: coeducation or singlkgender school

Next school year | will go to a British boardindhsol so the question of a co-educative or singledge school was
asked. | think this might be an interesting topiour learning circle because we're connected nalwdse single-sex
classes in Tehran and Kashan.

Would you like yourself to go to a single-gendercoreducational school?

Do you see any advantages or disadvantages?

Have you ever been in a different school type?

What do you think about the respective school type?

Do you like your actual school type?

Finally | chose a co-educative school but not eatihg the gender aspect. | made my choice becawaatkd to
complete just another school type than the normiéisB one. Except for the A-Level courses | wanted¢omplete
with IB, so | chose my next school.

If I had to decide between IB offering boarding®als which is co-educational or single- gendern'tieally know
which one | would choose, because both sides hdwanéages and disadvantages.

Advantages of a girls’ school would be that therrilgn't always be this competition between boysgirld especially
in sciences. | wouldn't have to care about my lpekber.
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Disadvantages would surely be the typical girldewhich | was told by female students of sucht@stwould be
extreme. Except for that it can become very bojiisg hanging around the whole day long with girls.
Advantages of a co-educational school is the lads®sphere and the chance to develop skills fdirdeaith any
kind of person of any gender.

Disadvantages would be the competition with boysrmgnd also the competitions with girls becauseoys.

At least the possibly most important aspect shoealtht most: You can concentrate on education wisakswbest on
single- gender schoolEnjoy answering my questions and thank you forirggdHanna

Co-educational school or girl’s school

Next school year | will go to a British boardinghsol like Hanna and so | also had to decide fdngls-gender school
or co-educational school. But | didn’t really makg my decision because of this, it was only a speft of it. The
most important aspect, when you search for a sciwol was for me that the school is very good tiadl you feel
easy and well there.

But | have to say that | prefer co-educational sthito single-gender schools. In addition, | warttezlbest school |
could get no matter, which school type it was. As@n for this was that | didn’t want the typical ¢érror on every
day, which will always happen if girls live, leaand do nearly everything together. | also got tovkithis girl terror
enough on school trips: girls screaming, crying gading around about nothing, not all girls antlaiways and | have
to say that | also sometimes react like this idVvéato spend the whole time with girls and haveead time for myself,
so all this can get on your nerves after some tMaybe | only think so, because | have no brotheis sisters and so |
didn’t have these little sister fights, which woulthybe prepare me for something like this.

As well | had the experience that some girls h&reeféature to accept no other opinion than thein one, so you can
say what you want, it is always wrong and you &nags not right and | am a person who can’t restnd anything
like this. | don’t scream at these girls, which kcbliappen if they do this too often and too longy, this really gets on
my nerves.

In addition, you have to study with boys, so | thaompetitions between girls and boys you will geleast then, so
why should you not have them before. Competitiams will find between girls, too, so you will havgeim if you want
to or not. But | see the fact that for some girlwould be easier and better to learn without bbgsause they are not
so shy to say something like before and they fasies in a class, where there are only girls, iglitelps them to
learn better and get better grades.

As well you have to make a difference between 'gidiools and girls’ boarding schools, becausénktigou will

never have such a girl terror in a normal schd@ ih a boarding school, where you are togethentt@e day long
only with girls.

But this all is only my opinion and so it would im¢eresting to read something from someone, wia &single-gender
school or boarding schodfours sincerely, Elisabeth, Jever

Competition in schools - response to Elisabeth:

I think you misunderstood what | meant by competitin schools. | think a lot of girls are afraidrtgse their fingers
and add something to the lessons because a lolysfdive stupid comments on that, laugh or so.

| guess that might be the reason why boys usualiyegtter oral grades than girls do.

Of course there is some kind of competition aboatigs. But that doesn't depend on gender.

Apart from that girl terror can happen everywhénea single-gender school as well as in a mixedsktiBesides,
those struggles can happen between boys, too.

| think the reason for avoiding the typical girljpoompetitions is that the Abitur average is vemportant. Some girls
might ruin it with their restraint.

Maybe we have a different denominator because g@aumronly child and I'm part of an extended fanliknow how to
act and deal with a couple of more people thanmusparents. | know how to act in any possibleatitin. For a long
time we were just girls at home, so | can say tiiag with the girl terror is one big lie and/opeejudice.

Girls being bitchy and so would mean girls are mag-social than boys. Do you really think so?yda think girls
are more unable to act and react in a group thga“donestly I'm more convinced by the opposite.

At least | made my choice of course looking for biest school, not including the gender. Now nolskggender IB
school was offered. Then it doesn't depend on gesrdso. The most important aspects are feelingfadgable and the
school's abilitiesYours sincerely, Hanna

c. Whole-day school vs. Half-day school

We thought about the positive and negative aspddtalf-day(from 7:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.) and whdkey school
systems. A positive aspect of whole-day schodias if parents have to work in the afternoon, teg't have to worry
about their children. There is also a better andenspecific learning. The school helps the studestts their
homework, so they don't have to do them at home

But you don't have enough time for hobbies andétge which is better with the half-day school. Ahdre is also more
psychic stress(whole-day school), because althgagthave to learn till 3 o'clock p.m. at schooluywave to learn for
tests and so on at home, too. If you've got so nstref/ss you aren't motivated to do anything eledf $ou attend a
half-day school there is so much time left for youm activities. The bad point is that you've tondach more for
school at home. So if we have a look at studiescaneknt news, our German school system is criitizery hard.
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There is also pointed out that the students ofratbantries are more intelligent and disciplineai] anost of them
attend whole-day schools. But are they as happyass of us are?!? We weren't able to find moretpesaspects, but
in a way we think whole-day school might be som&gtgood. There is just the problem that so mamgthhave to be
changed first before it could be something reatipd) It would be important to have more financigbgort of the state
(for better learning conditions). Perhaps in somigexcts the classes have to be split up agaireXample students who
are more quiet should be taught separately, be¢hagaren't able to say anything with the loudistus next to them.
Activities which are normally out of school could mtegrated and also being furthered then. Ancetlgea problem
about the teachers and lessons in general: Mdbkeaf are really boring! There could be a new conteemake
everything more interesting. Although there areleas in front of the class, you don't have théirfgeyou are learning
anything. That has to be changed, too. We couldn@ie and more and you will see that we haveitize so much.
What do you think about your school(system)? Waafoiod or bad? What could be improved?

Tell us something about your schoGlieetings from Germany, Julia, Michelle, Mareikeévgarlen

Full-time school in Germany

Well, some European countries do have full-timeosthbut Germany hasn't yet. But this is goingéochanged. You
might have heard about the Pisa report and thaethéts, which were not that good, caused a detiaiat the school
system and how to improve this current situatian,ldy the way, this discussion had been there beéore anyway.
So the politicians looked at other countries and, saell, why shouldn't we either introduce whokeydschool?! | think
the idea isn't bad. All the children sitting alatehome in front of TV, probably all day long aretting overweight,
because their parents have to work. Or childrerbared and start to fool around. In this situatbiidren would be
better off in school and doing sports or whatet#&specially immigrant children often have problenithvwhe German
language. More time gives the possibility of indival help, so you could bring forward these chitdre

So far so good. But in my point of view there artt imany critical aspects. Let's have a look a& Mariengymnasium,
which | attend actually. Jever is located in LowBaxony. This federal state decided to establishntaty full-time
school. But what means voluntary? That you hawake at least two courses in the afternoon? Isth®ol has a good
program, great. But if there are even not enougbhters so they have to ask for students, | havdaubts, indeed.
And this is the current situation at my school. Elitdren, who have nothing else to do, it's evettds. But in general
leisure time is very important.

So what | want to say is that the program, therdfées to be really really good. Then | would evgrea with a full-
time school as a duty. Otherwise the people of toowvocan better go to a private music school ortsglab or have
time with their family. And that's what | actuallyiticize, because our school can't give this nemgsoffer at the
moment (from my point of view).

Another question is: When does it make educatiseate to send children to full-time school? Toongpwouldn't be
good, but what's too young? You can't say thiseinegal, because every child does develop at ingivigace.

| prefer one year more school than cutting the gttime of a year and so having more stress. Whtitd sense behind
it?! I'm not convinced if this works and improv@sit one advantage it has: The school got monegisteuct another
school building with a cafeteria to be up to stadd# full-time school. About this | think: As so@s the schools
makes the grade, the politicians will turn full-erachool into duty as it is already now, in a wag.finally, | think: If
this idea will be put into practice and it will bdene well, it's definitively a good thing. But &etmoment I'm not that
very convinced.

What do you think about full-time schoolJ2ssica, Elisabeth, Hanna and Rica from Jever

Whole day schools - response to: Julia, Michelle, dMeike, Marlen

Hi Julia, Michelle, Mareike and Marlen!

| agree with your negative opinion on whole daycsdk even if my experience is limited.

The positive aspect of a whole day school is thenisive teaching for sure. The negative is thatrgailly don't have
any time for anything.

The positive aspect of half day schools might las e have a lot of leisure time to spend so thyaitiee is that we
aren't focused on school that much.

| guess if we practiced whole day schools from antyepoint we would get used to it and we wouldo'inplain or fear
if we do.

My younger sister spent 3 months in France wherg finactice whole day schools. She says it wasthems she had
to get up earlier than here and sat in schoohallday till 6 o' clock in the evening. After thaesstill had to do her
homework which was much more than what we call heonk over here. Apart from that she had to learcfass
tests and so on. Imagine coming home at 7 o' dlotthe evening and not having finished your usuaidkw

Another and in Germany most important aspect aroftfers. We don't have many motivated, involvexthers yet,
except for Mr Lichte who nearly sacrifices himdelf his students and his interests, even if hisdas bore you to
sleep sometimes ;) Imagine all the un-motivatedetddeachers, standing in front of you in the &ternoon. We
wouldn't get any advantage. And who would work &erg like sports or so? Who would support our tiebln
school? What about my horse who (no, certainlywtdth) wants to be ridden? You see... It's the lafcétructure and
offers. Otherwise | would support whole day sche®it could prevent children from the "street".

If we had the same offers as in America, where ttaypractice all their hobbies at school justoadtfall, cheer
leading or so it might be the best for everyddee you tomorrow in school ;), Yours sincerely, téan
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3. ARE OUR TEACHERS AT SCHOOL TOO OLD?

For a good graduation you need good teachers.risahool, there are mostly older teacher and sdrieem teach as
they have done it for 30 years. Sometimes it isa8y because the teachers are only talking anddadikd nobody is
interested in it. The younger teachers have maasdhow they could organize the lessons.

- What is school like for you?

- Do you think that your lessons could be morerggéng, or do you have teachers who are abldltgae the most
boring things in an interesting way, so that evagytistens to what they say?

- Give us descriptions of your normal school lessonschool life

- Talk about your “ideal school”!

Sina, Lena, Fabian, Philip, Gert and Esther

Are teachers too old at over 50 years??

Everybody knows the problem: You have a teacheq izolder than 55 years and he always tells sanmggdbout his
experiences in his life and every second sentende former times everything was better and nolA@"happy that
my grandparents aren’t teachers!! In my point efwteachers can be older than 50 years but they foanespect our
lifestyle! Once hey were also the teenagers so $hewldn’t evaluate our lives! Younger teachersaustind us pupils
more easily!! There are only maybe 10 years betweemnger teachers and us, so they know still wéenagers
wanted!! But | think one teacher, who looks asdfias born in the Middle Ages is okay, becauseaigisally a funny
experience...and you can learn a lot from them....

written by Lena, Jever

Are our teachers at school too old?

The question should rather be changed into: ar¢éeamehers committed enough? No teacher is bad secdthis age,
he is maybe bad, because he is not committed. A tgazher tries to make the lessons as intereasitng can, but
more he can't do. To learn something from thisdesss where the responsibility of the students lfestudent, who
doesn’t want to learn anything, will never learm&thing. But is this the fault of the teacher? Simmes it's not the
boring teacher, who in the opinion of the studémtsften old, but the noisy class, which is theljem. How do you
want to learn something if everybody around yotaiking? In our school the classes are often sirtguybig, so it is
difficult to make everybody listen and stop talking
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How many students are in your class and how doesgtass behave in some situations? Our class géennoisy if
there is a boring teacher, who has no control thweclass and this is another point: a teacher haws control over
his class. If the teacher can’t assert himselfreggahe students why should they listen? But dibv@tpupils in a way
ignore then the opportunity to learn? Can in yawurntry every girl and every boy learn or study whatr she wants
to if he or she is good enough? We all have thoapinity, but some simply doesn't use it and heeeare at the point
with the good graduation. For a good graduationiy@ed good teachers, but you must also want idargbmething
for it, but not everyone does it. So has this sttittee right to say that he or she needs betteh&za for a good
graduation? We think in our country it got so faattis so normal for everyone to get an educatiahtie or she
doesn’t appreciate it any longer.

What is it like in you country? We think that bethithe question stands the wish to get better atitisnway younger
teachers, but is this right? Should not everyorse §itart with himself or herself? After all, fogaod graduation it's not
the good teacher that is important but rather tregldearning student.

Do you think that your teachers are too old? Telsamething about your school and how you thinkualioWe hope
you'll write back.

Elisabeth, Rica, Jessica and Hanna

Hi.

Rolands from Latvia is writing to you.

There are few old teachers in my school, everyr@dl The younger teachers maybe is cheerfulrésting, they
understands the students better because they reanehidw it is lerning. But they dont have so bigmkence like
older teachers. Of course all students like initngdesons, but maybe if the students askes faomple and show some
exsamples. The students self need be activ, of¢cbhaysdont need to make a trobels. In my class@atudents. We
all are individuality.

I hope it will help to you. Rolands

The ideal school

"Stop eating and shut up!" | think you all knowglsientence from your teachers. The don't wantedyge eating,
talking and whispering! These teachers are mo$tlyears or older. What | want to say is that otnost needs
younger teachers. They take things easier. Bué thiex not enough young teachers to fill' everpesth

So what would the ideal school be like?

My ideal school would be a school without or onlfeav teachers! Every student will get a noteboathlie right
educational software. The software is developedrbjessors and other intelligent people. The l8ggdvantage is
that you can read things over and over again.

A second point is that the software has the altititgxplain complex experiments witht the help iofleos and real time
simulation. So everyone will be able to understiinish my own opinion a few teachers should be aeptl by
computers. There should be a few teachers arounhémain part of the lesson will be done by tbeehook.

Philip from Germany

4. MUSIC WAS MY FIRST LOVE...

If you are interested in the topic music (and llyemean music, no Hip-Hop or Techno which you &andly call
"music"), then tell me:

- What music do you listen to

- Do you play an instrument (which?)

- Why do you like the music you like?

- Do you write your own songs?

- Perhaps we could also talk a bit about musicrihdaut that could become difficult for me to tréate all the
expressions into English... With this topic wediver be bored!

Julian B

Dream job milkman

Interview with musician from the rock band Maritio

Because my father works at the newspaper | ha@liamce to go to an interview with the singer anitbgist from the
English rock-band Marillion.. Marillion does notake rock or pop music. That's why they are not ligydayed

on the radio. They don't belong to a record compamy have their own studio in Oxford. But to pag tosts of a
studio they invented a special system to recorfda@h their homepage they asked the fans, “Do yanotwa new LP
we haven't yet recorded?” Two weeks later 250,000npls were on the account. The result was the album
“Anoraknophobia” which was bought 13,500 times. Baee system was used for the next LP, “Marbles000 sold
CDs.

Steve Hogarth sits in his hotel room and talk$dther band member, the guitarist Steve Rotl&tgue and Steve
are the only two musicians from Marillion who aerd in Cologne to present their new album “Somew/leége”. He
looks very relaxed although he will have intervietvs whole day long.
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“I've already heard a few parts of the LP. | thiriKs typical Marillion but something is differefit.
“Yes, we have tried a few new sounds. Mark Kellgykoards] wanted an orchestral part in one sond.arn all

there are a bit more things that make the albuferdifit from the others.”

“What is this LP about? Any concept?”

“No, there’s no connection between the songs. Bagtraongs are about political topics. But thereadse a few love
songs. Two years ago my wife left me after we weagried 25 years. The first song [the other halilbout that. The
Irag war is the topic of another song. More anden®mericans coming back in body bags and so opi@tu

Julian together with Marillion

“How big is your part when the
band writes a new song?”

“Well, | write the words and the
melody. | don’t come in the
rehearsal room and tell the
others, ‘look I've got a new
song’. We jam and | try to bring
my words in the music.”

Before he joined Marillion Steve
Hogarth was the singer of the
“Europeans”. But he and Colin
Woore left the band to produce
their own LP. But it didn’t
become very successful so he
wanted to get away from music.
He thought about becoming a
milkman.

“I don’t know if you still have
them in Germany, but in London
we have milkmen, who bring the
milk to the door. And I think
they are happy. They whistle
always and seem to have
enough. | seriously have thought
about becoming a milkman!”

But during one week he got two calls: the firsnirMatt Johnson, the best musician in London. Therdtom
Marillion, the probably uncoolest band on earthsHirunk mate told him Marillion were good people& &teve should

check them out.

“If he hadn’t told me, | wouldn’t have gone to thelwould have joined Matt.”

“Is there any connection with Fish [Derek Williaridg, first singer of Marillion]? Does any band meenthave a

connection with him?”

“No, why? Why should there be any connection. Lettry to explain.
As | joined | married the band. I'm the wife of¢thand. And why
should the wife have contact with the ex-wife? garg after the
separation?”

“Will there be a tour with the new album?”

“In summer we are going to tour through Européirk in Germany
we will be in Hamburg, Cologne and Munich.”

Time was gone, so photos were made and albumssiggred. Then
the next people wanted to have a talk with StedeSdave.

Julian B, Jever

Music is a wonderful thing. Well, in general music is a wonderful
thing. There are some "music"-genres | won't exahnousic, like Hip
Hop or the new R&B-style. It's just mixing up elextic noises to a
beat with some rhythm and playing it again andmgahile somebody
"raps" about all the violence or other disgustiniggs in his life. The
other topics are that he tells us something abowtdool he is or about
his lively sexual life. Then after 3 minutes or sihing the whole
thing ends and the new chartbreaker is just wattirtge published.

"Real" music is different. There are two differstyles of it composed music and "written" musice Written music is
often simple: You have a nice part of music i.dram beat or a text or a sequence of guitar-chetcls You try to

make a song out of it...you add a bass-walk, argkgaitar and so on. Those songs are often finighadew hours of
relaxed work. The maybe only difference to Hip Hethat those songs are played by real instruméntghis is from

my point of view very important.

Now something about composing a song. It does uonaatically mean that a song is made for the opesmmething
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like that, only because it is composed. Even Raxlgs are often composed (of course not when ik Trash-
Rock or Metal). To compose something does just nieaineverything is nearly perfect. You try to lgrimore than just
good sounding noises (just like in Hip Hop or "ta&it" songs) but you plan everything and try to miakeund better
again and again. This two kinds of music are tHdike to practice for myself (and in my band)

What | also don't like are those bands or vocaligt® receive already written songs from other fee@apd record them
in a studio session. You cannot have the right @mdéeling according to a song, if you haven'ttteri it for yourself
(or at least seen and heard how somebody didafjeh made this experience for myself. You havisten to a song
maybe hundred times to really feel it and to be ablplay it then as it should be played. And wieun get the music
of a song, which you cannot listen to you arerl¢ & feel it. Only sometimes there are really gsodgs made this
way. Another thing is when you arrange a songdiffarent way. This is just like writing (compognit new, so you
can feel it piece for piecdanuel Fendler, Jever

Hi everybody

| want to tell you something about music and hoimfiuenced my life. To start with, | was 14 yeaid when | bought
my very first drum-Kkit. | play drums now for 2 aachalf year and | really think that this decisidrstarting to play an
instrument and having part in several bands wa®ian great. | am actually self-taught from thgiitieing which
means that | listened very often to music to urtdeshow drummers come up with their ideas andlymitterns. My
brother plays guitar and therefore we played dfogether which was a very helpful support for myalepment of
creativity and band-playing. On 4th of October 200&d my first drum-lesson. Now | play in 2 banubsthe school
band and in my own one. In this long period of tinkearned a whole lot about anything which consetrumming.
One thing which I'll never forget was actually mened on a workshop with a great famous drummerasked me
and the other students what seems to be the mpsttamt thing of drumming. The answer was easytentherely
expressed it in one word: Enthusiasm.

If somebody asks me today I'll give the same anslgithe rudimental thing which has to existth# time whether
you play drums or guitar or any other kind of instent. Honestly, what would music look like if tliguld not be
achieved and "having fun while grooving" could betestablished? From my personal point of viewithike very
constant foundation to build up your musical skihd if you sometimes think that nothing works amd have
problems with e.g. exercises it's the enthusiashrébuilds your will to improve...

have nice easter vacation greetings from Jever <tian

Hey there,

My name is Philip and | really like music. That'$iwl’'m answering your questions.

Our traditional music is the so called ‘Volksmusikthink the main difference between traditionatlanodern music is
the point that traditional music is played becatisdradition. There is a wide range of modern mulcause not
everybody likes the old traditional music. There kts of genres like Electronic, Dance, Rock arshynmore. So |
think the modern music is better because you havieler range of music to choose from. Surely tlarepeople who
like the old traditional music but in my opinioretimodern music is better. | don't listen to the wédlitional songs. It's
not the kind of music | like.

Music is a big part of my everyday life. I'm in aaywaddicted to music. Either in front of my compuewhile I'm
doing my homework | listen to music. My favoritenges are Dance, Trance and Electronic. | sperafiree time in
front of my computer. Sometimes I'm mixing my owengs till late at night.

I hope you got an idea of what music means to me.

Anyway, I've got three questions.

1. What kind of music do you like and why?

2. Does anyone of you play an instrument?

3. Is there any Interpret who gives you a spéwialv-effect'?

I'm waiting for your answer. Have a nice day, Rhillever

Music was my first love

| want to write something about my personal expe@s with music.

A few days ago the drummer of my band said to raeltlvas really talented, but | had to negate thatlvanced
myself on playing the guitar. | started playingvtien | was 11, | had two teachers for the conagitag but both times
| had no enthusiasm left after a short time. Theman a half years ago | started to play the eaguithe lessons with
this teacher were nicer and the instrument itse§ wmore interesting so | wasn't bored fast. | ved8rgy better and
better and | recognized that. So | was motivatedragnd again. Then not yet two years ago | jomgdschool band,
which | can say now was an important step. | adedmy playing even faster and started to learrgthlrwasn't told
to learn. | had a new model now: Julian. He is &&rg old and has played the guitar since he wasl Tha teacher,
who coordinates our school band uses to say thiahJulays better than he himself (Mr. Wagner stddinusic, of
course, and the guitar is his main instrument!dorger or later | started to learn things like thral#ic harmony doctrine
and everything about different modes. (I'm sti#éirl@ing now”™") That was the moment when | starteithittk of
quitting my guitar lessons, but | liked the teached so | went there until two months ago. Whetaiited learning
about the modes | also started to compose songsyfeelf. Today | play in my own band and composew op to 4
songs. It makes me proud™.
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In a few months we will have our first gigs, if eything works out. We have two dates now, when ilebg able to
present ourselves!!

The long text’s short message: To play a musicunsént is only good, if it is fun. You have to likee things you do
otherwise you'll never advance your playing. And gon't have to think that everything you start wibrk out at
once. It's always a part of practicing maybe bothiggs.Manuel from Jever

Hey!

Like some of us did already, | wanted to writetéiditext about music was my first love, too:

So,... | think the expression "music was my fiostd" is in a way nice but not that pertinent to ploint. Because in a
way you start to love even before you know whatimiss To me music is something special, yeah, garusay | love
it, but it's more, more than this, it's just inal#d. Every feeling you've got can perfectly be mected with music:
love, hate, happiness, sadness, the feeling oéwistimmer, fall and spring. Nothing can bettenpodut this feelings
than music does. | have to say I'm not that tateirtanaking music by myself, but | can feel itdncfeel every piece of
the music | like to listen to. Not only the textamly the music is important, it's that everythiggyerything fits
perfectly, every piece makes you more interestéadt's just a little impression, so,... what otléndgs make music
really perfect? I think that's a kind of persontétiade.

No matter where I'm listening to music it makesnewmly happy... when the sun is shining on my face | can start to
dream of something nice. Some songs can reminafygaod or bad moments you have had in your lifé iagives
you that feeling of a moment no one can give yceifust tells you about. Some songs can let yayetabout
anything else around. Some of them make dance, sbthem make you jumping around, some make yogirsi
some laughing and smiling, some shouting and cryiits crazy, | can't imagine any better feelingn music.
Greetings Marlen, Jever

Dear Julian ...

Music is my first love too.

| like classical music and my traditional musiegrian music)

Do you know Mohammadreza Shajarian? He is oneeo§thatest singers in our country he is aroundI740ie him
and his songs.

| hate jazz!! | really hate it . what about you?

I like classical music because it makes me relakigihas a peaceful melody.

| have been playing guitar since 2 years ago. Atng to play classic but | play pop too. What abgoi do you play
any instruments?

Do you know tambourine? It is a kind of musicaltinments and is one the traditional ones in ountrgu
Tambourine is a big circle and has some thingsdikeings hanging it and has a loud sound.

| am thinking about taking some tambourine courses.

| like single music too without any words and IdiClayderman in piano and Ferdinando Carulli irtagui

| will be glad to talk more about music with you.

Niloufar from Farzanegan Zeynab High School, Iran

Hey Niloufar.

Yes... classical music. It's not that kind of mudiear every day, but there are classical pie€esusic | like. The
singer you mentioned | don't know. My favouritegens are Fish and Steve Hogarth. Perhaps you kmew.tBy the
way, peaceful melodies aren't just in the clasdiere are many songs of the Dire straits with vetgxed and
beautiful melodies.

My instrument is the guitar, too! | have playedatf of my life, which means since | was about @ arhalf years old. |
have never tried to play classical music on théaguin general | can say that | like the very ctiogied music a la
Mike Oldfield (for example "Amarok" or "Ommadawréhd the very simple music ("Cornershop" or "Eriefon")
most. Jazz is okay. It sounds really funny.

But my question: Why do you have to learn to plas tambourine? | mean, you just have to shakenhihg.tThe
rhythm comes automatically. Where is the problem?

The keyboarder in my band thinks that a song withwrds is impossible. But as you already said:gSamithout any
words, just with instruments are often better théth words. | mean, if | want a text | can readomk. Do you like any
music which is known in more countries than in trdim sorry but | don't know any person you mergibn

I'm looking forward to hearing from yodulian, Jever

PS: Good luck with your guitar abilities!

The end of the CD?

First a friend said it to me, then | read it in agic-magazine: The age of the compact disc wilbpldy end in the next
years. But can that be right? Will Internet-dowlsaemove the CD from the shops? Can a mp3-filacepa beautiful
round CD?

| don't think so. | asked many persons and havedhbabout it. The result of this I'll tell you now

First of all: the functional aspect.

14



Of course it’s much easier to load a song or a atbum from the net than to go to a shop and bilneie. And it's
much faster, too. But if you are someone wally likes music and have invested 4000 or 5000€ fasicaplayers you
won't be satisfied with the very low quality of afectronic signal. Mp3-data don’t have by far taee good quality as
CDs or even LPs. And you can hear that differencgand music-players.

The next point is the “emotional” aspect.

Is it the same to buy a CD with an original coved a little booklet with pictures and the song-¢exs to load a song
from the Internet? | don't think so. If | load masi wouldn't be reallymy music. | mean, it's just a digital impulse. It's
notunique Okay, the music on my special CD isn’t uniquéhei, but in a special way yes. Perhaps you ureaiglst
me, | can't really explain that. Another importaspect is of course that the artist can’t sign yopB-file...

All'in all you can say that the Internet can beduseload all the musical shit that nobody wouléreput on a CD or a
cassette. But there will always be people who ktfwege big differences between a mp3-file and aTiznty years
ago there were people who said the same aboutRhBt today there is a growing crowd of people wizmt these

big plates againBy Julian B., Jever

Band of Class 10 from Jever:
(from left) Christian, Julian B., Manuel, Johanna and Thore

5. POLITICS and CULTURE of your and our country

So we want to know
- how your voting system works,
- who reigns and
- which political problems your country has, anccotirse we want to know
- what you think about your country in palitics.
- In this case what do you think about Germany esfig in politics?
- What do you know about German traditions?
- We also want to know what is typical of your ctoyrand
- how young people live in your country,
so it will be nice if you describe a typical weekyours to us.
- So would you like to live in a different country?
Elisabeth, Hanna, Rica und Jessica

Hello Rolands! From Latvia,

In two weeks we have Easter holidays. You too? @wlyave some traditions in Latvia , which are catee with
Easter? e.g. the Easter bunny? And do you already kabout the kidnapping of the two Germans in,lvelop were
kidnapped by the terror organisation al-Qaeda?

The demand of the kidnappers is that the Germawy tmoops should pull out of Afghanistan. If the Eeal parliament
won't agree, al-Qaeda would kill the two Germang sfart terror attacks in Germany...What do yonkfsbout it?
Please send us an answer.

Yours sincerely, Jessica,Elisabeth,Hanna und Ria flever
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Celebrations
In nearly two weeks there will be a big and impottaoliday: Easter. It is not only important, besait is a religious
holiday. It is important, because the whole fangiéts together, search for Easter eggs and eatsr Bastnies and
Easter eggs made of chocolate.

Maybe it is for you too much information in one ss&rce, so we will tell you now, why Easter is spartant for
Germans and what'’s going on?

The Easter Sunday, Monday and the Friday befored@woiday, are religious holidays for Protestamid &atholics.
Good Friday is the day, where Jesus, the son ofithtese religions, was

crucified and on Easter Sunday he rose from thd dad got to heaven, so these
days are celebrated. Maybe you want to know now Mhbgday is a holiday? Not
because it would be nicer to have one more holidayt is. Easter Monday is a
holiday, because the people found out only ondhisthat Jesus had risen from
the dead.

So now you know why we celebrate Easter, but yaoutdmow how and this is
maybe the more interesting thing. In the beginnitadd you that we have Easter
eggs and Easter bunnies, but this doesn’t come these religious holidays, it is
an old tradition, but there are more of these tims: On Easter Sunday you
search for Easter eggs, which can be real eggggs; enade of chocolate, and thi

is done by a lot of families. But not all familide this, some families only meet together, eat aflchocolate, which
looks like eggs ( like you already know)or bunnige.these are the kind of things, which you get peesent on
Easter, but it could be also other things. As Welnormal eggs are coloured on Easter in evegucglou like and
how you like. So we think it is enough about théags and also there is nothing more to say tharé@hl Easter”!
written by Elisabeth, Hanna, Jessica and Rica, deve

Politics and Culture of our country

| want to write a text about the politics and ctdtof my country.

First you have to know that | live in Germany anel five in a democracy. Our chancellor is the fivstman , who has
ever been in the position in Germany. Her nanfnigela Merkel but everyone calls her Angie. Shetado do
something against the Global warming. Our Parlidme elected by the Inhabitants of Germany arety®ne who is
more than 18 years old has to vote for a Partypatiticians. Our president loves sport. This aast year we had two
world cups (handball and football). | think our gicent saw every game and he loved it.

Every of these world cups was a great attractidikelsport too, but unfortunately I've seen no ahglive. | do not like
the politics in our country, because here are mammployed people without work and everything ig/\expensive.
The families often do not have as much money a&svaykars ago, the economy is so bad. If you coenther income
of our country and the income of Poland, you seédlir workers take much more money than the werikePoland.
That was everything | can tell you about the padiiin my country, so | want to begin to tell yowabthe culture in
Germany. If people who do not live in Germany $pafaout our country, they talk about a fat man Wedther
trousers and a white sausage in one hand andthtbeland holds his beer. 1 just can tell you,gbeple in Germany
are different. The people | described are just fgeimpa part of Germany called “Bayern” . The peopho go to
Germany often go to Bayern ,because it is the hjuas of Germany. | spent my holidays in Bay&mm and | can tell
you there are so many countries, for example Euigfahich is much better than Germany.

There are many reasons why | should go to an athentry, but I think the only reason why | shoutdayay is to
work in an other country. | mean if | cannot fiwdrk here, then | should go to another countrytbat is the only
reason. | would like to know your opinions abowg ®olitics and culture in your country . Pleasel inack.

Fabian, Jever

Culture and Tradition — Games: Bol3eln

Hi guys,

today we want to talk about a traditional gamehimhorth of Germany.
There are many different kinds of traditional garaed all of them have
their own story. But we will tell you something altdBol3eln”.

Every time we Germans connect Griinkohl with a sgofieln.

It's a sport with two teams, which play againstheather on the road.
They throw the "Bof3el-Ball" along the street- E&elim tries to throw
the ball as far as they can. If the "Bol3el-Balltsfanto the ditch,
someone comes and gets it out with the "Grabetkadn wins if they
have the fewest throws when they reach the finislsounds easy, but it
is hard work and they are tired. So they need hg#itod and they eat
"Griinkohl". They sit together, eat and drink beer.

Do you have any traditional games in your area?

Please tell us about your special games and iisritis BoReln
Have a nice day “Fabian, Lena and Sina from Jever
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My Question:
Do you have any especial day in your country tlat gelebrate it as the mother's day or father'€ dfayou have, do u
know its origin? How do u celebrate it? what do ysually do on this dayZahra Hejazi., Kashan

Answer to to Zahra Hejazi, Kashan

Yes, we do have those two days called mother'saddyfather's day.

The UK celebrates it on the fourth Chamfering Synddis year it was on the 18th of March.

Poland's mother's day is celebrated on the 26khayt

Lithuania, Spain, Portugal, Hungary and Rumaniahten the first Sunday in May.

Sweden and France celebrate it on the last Sumdsay except if it coincides with Whitsuntide. ThEerance shifts it
on the first Sunday in June.

Mother's day in Germany is on the second Sund&jay. This year it will be the 13th of May.

In history this day is for thanking "mother churdbf its maternity.

It really establish when Anna Jarvis from Philadédphonoured her mother on the 9th of May in 19@iictvwas the
second day of death of her mother.

It began to spread through Europe and reached Ggrimd 922. Maybe it would have never been the dyg,today
if the flower shop owner didn't fight for it thatuth as they did. So some people call it flower dapitalism day or so.
Another interesting fact of its history in Germanaythat it wasn't celebrated in the DDR (the forif@erman
Democratic Republic or East Germany). They hadfaréint day for honouring mothers (women givinglibio
children were very important) but they refused amg which had to do with church.

Today we celebrate it with our family. We are vaige to our mother, help in the household and gosme presents.
Not every family celebrates it or give presentan8@ven don't notice it, it really depends on #maily.

There is a wide range of poetries and stuff. Buednbought a calendar for my mother with the, sk, most
beautiful texts and poetries. I'll copy the fir§ito

For Someone | Admire and Love with All My Heart...

My Mother

I'm not sure | will ever find the right words

to let you know how lucky | feel to be your
child. I'm not even sure those words exist but

if they did they would thank you for being a

role model, a teacher, a caregiver, and a friend.

You have always been such a great source of

advice, kindness, and understanding. You have

loved me unconditionally, and I'm sure there

were times when | wasn't the easiest person ta love
As | get older, | realize more and more how
much you mean to my life, and | want you
to know there isn't a day that goes by that
you aren't appreciated for all you do and for allare.

One of my greatest hopes is that someday | will

have a child who looks at me the way | look

at you ~ with the greatest admiration and love
The text was written by Elle Mastro.

I like the text, because it feels some kind of tsbrte give it to my mother. | love my mother witthmy heart,
even if | often can't show it. My mother is a gaowl warm person, even if we had some serious &eublthe past,
she goes on my nerves more or less often and Wifers my younger sisters.

I think | don't earn that much love as she givemsijosisters, because | had a difficult youth angsed a lot of troubles.
Some days | hated her, but when | reflect my lifgnwiny mother | see all her greatness, love, iigefice and so.

| can't talk that open to my mother to tell herséa¢hings. To tell her | regret what I've done vgramthe past and so
on. Does your relationship to your mother suffeniryour behaviour? How is it at all?

As the mother's day, the father's day was inveint¢ioe USA. Louisa Dodd's father had fought in e of secession
between 1861 and 1865.

President Calvin Coolidge suggested it and Richiaxdn established it in 1974.

The father's day is celebrated on Christi Himmetféhiscension Day), which is the second Thursddpiee
Whitsuntide. Since 1936 the father's day is a lbgétay in Germany.

On Christi Himmelfahrt Jesus went home coming tofaiher.

My family celebrates the father's day just as tlthar's day. Some families don't celebrate it, too.

Different to the mother's day it is called the ddiyavern culture but also the day of capitalism.

So what is it like in your country and in your fay@ Do you have these days and how do you celebrata? What do
you think are the right presents for your paremtshese days? What do you think about their meainitige modern
world? Yours sincerely, Hanna from Jever
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Politics and Culture of your and our country

Germany is a democracy, so at least every citiaanvote for any party or Member of Parliament heler wants every
four years, but he must be older than 18 and hée haue lived in his or her
constituency longer than three months. Our Memb&Rarliament or shorter
MPs are elected by the personalised proportioqeiesentation. This mean that
you have two votes in Germany.
First Vote:

Germany is divided into 299
constituencies and every constituend
elects one representative for it for th
Federal Diet. The representative is elected byadive majority vote. This
means that the candidate with the most votes wisshe first vote is a
direct vote, so the representative gets a seheifréderal Diet. In this way
299 MPs are elected.

Second Vote:

With the second vote you vote for a party list ahdidates by proportional
representation. It means, that a party list ofltdates gets the percentage of seats for the Hedietawhich it has got
by the second vote. In this way 299 more MPs areted!.

So you see that we have normally 598 MPs in thefddiet, but there can be some more MPs becdibke excess
mandates. This means, if a party has more vottéifirst vote than in the second vote, which degsidow many seats
it gets, it gets extra mandates (seats), whiclirereifference between the votes in the first sexbnd vote.

Also there is a 5-percent-hurdle, this mean, idgypgets a percentage under 5% in the
second vote, it doesn’t get into Parliament, ohby people, who were elected by the firgt
vote. But if a party gets three or more seats énfitist vote, it also gets into Parliament
without having five percent in the second vote.

After the elections to the Federal Diet are negjotis between the potential governmen
parties in a coalition. The parties nominate a @hatd for the post of the Federal
Chancellor. At this point the Federal Presidenppees a candidate. After this the
Federal Diet vote for or against the candidatéhéfcandidate has the absolute majority,
he is appointed by the Federal President and simorn

At least there is nothing more to say as we hopeggt a small idea of our vote system
and will write us back, although the project is iegd

Yours sincerely, Elisabeth, Hanna, Rica and Jessieaer

—

6. Burning Questions that came up during the time fothe Learning Circle

1. Nutrition

Vegetarian Nutrition for everyone in

this circle

You all might know either more or less
about the different types of nutrition.
Maybe you practice a specific type
yourself. If so I'd like to know with

which kind of nutrition you live and why
you do so.

Most people | know eat "normal” (or
from my point of view ab-normal) food.
They eat the hole pallet: fish, meat, eggs
and drink milk.

| expect vegetarianism to be the second
most famous nutrition. There are three
different types of vegetarianism;

-ovo lacto vegetarians eat eggs and milk.
It's the most popular type in Europe

Meat is Murder -lacto vegetarians don't eat eggs but milk

products such as cheese, yoghurt and so on. Thexesy popular in India

-ovo vegetarians don't get any milk supplies bayteat eggs

You differentiate between veganism. Vegans dom'tareat any animal products generally e.g. fathler or feathers,
silk (because of the silkworms which are killedhe harvest. On the latest demand peace-silk dusex, where no
silkworms are killed) or duvets filled bed linerorSe even don't wear wool. They neither use cosmetienedicines
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which were tested on animals. They even don't ea¢n

Frutarianism means eating just vegetables whieliram their point of view voluntarily given by nae such as drop
fruits, nuts, seeds...

Pescetarier don't eat meat from mammals, amphibliamis or reptiles but they eat fish, shells, Enarabs and so on.
Freeganism means avoiding everything that had wittoenvironmental pollution, violence or ecologfidestruction.
Some freegans are vegetarians or vegans but sameeaton the behalf that it would be wasted otisrw
Pollotarianism means not eating any meat but fowls.

Some cheeses and juices aren't vegetarian beaamsecbeeses include lab and some factories usdegttpyed shells
or fish blister to clear juices but filter it owttér again. So even juices and so aren't alwaystaegn but it's difficult to
differentiate.

Some famous and very intelligent persons were egigeis for example Pythagoras or Albert Einstein.

There are different reasons for being a vegetaBame name ethical reasons, some attempt heatthstane name
global economical or global-ecological, religiousphilosophical reasons. Again other people say#éused because
they don't like the taste of meat.

Ethical reasons are that people want to protechalsifrom pain, from mass animal husbandry andthegt want fair
treatment. Except from that animals have feelings &s we do have.

Some religions support vegetarianism so do hinduigdaism, jainism, buddhism, islam, sikhism andpaganism. |
think my text would just become too long to readritl stay interested. Otherwise | would mentiomsiects and
reasons of those religions. If you want to get somoee information from me, just send a mail ancblig love to
answer and tell what | know :)

Those who focus on the health advantage do so beaduess power density in vegetarian food, teefdat portion
and because of more ballast materials. Vegetahams barely intestine cancer. Additionally vegetasi eat less heavy
metals, biocide as ddt. Symptoms lower by chanfrimg a mixed to a vegetarian nutrition by followidgeases: heart
cycle disturbances, blood high pressure, aciddgbetis, rheumatism, acne, neurodermitis and gsisri

Okay, | think | need to stop here. Otherwise I'maigf you won't read and respond. I'll send a se¢dty you) and
maybe even a third (oh, | start getting jealous) ta this topic which will include basic informati on religious
background of vegetarian nutrition, deficiency symdes, life expectancy, proteins, vegetarian nairiof pets (yes,
it's easily possible), controversy of vegetariatritian, diseases caused by a mixed nutrition, 0igE aspects and
usage, ethical aspects, development of vegetattxition, vegetarian associations (my focus willdrethe German
vegetarian federation). Except for that | will pae two eating reports. Both will be from real humfigeings. | will
count calories, proteins, vitamins and so on.d a8l show you the human being aspects at aninia#s their social
life, their feelings and so on.

You might wonder about my unstoppable write rageittsieasily to explain: I'm a vegetarian myself fnore then
eight years now and I'm more than convinced.

| really, really, REALLY, REALLY HATE people eatingheat. | just hate it! | think it's by far the mastfair thing in
the world.

| love animals, by far not any animal but | thingither loving nor hating should be a reason foingatnimals.
Animals feel like we do! They also have familie$iely can also love and hate! They care and the impstrtant thing:
They are absolutely innocent. | can't explain whgpgle eat meat when there are so, so, SO mangatites products
which exactly do taste like meat.

I'd love your opinion on that topic. At least myxhéext will deal with which | call fake-argumerts being non-
vegetarian.

Yours sincerely, Hanna from Germany

Health

In the middle of the twenties, vegetarian nutritieas seen as unhealthy, but when some studiesmaate, researchers
found out vegetarian nutrition supports the hesttiius and the life expectancy. Because vegetguanattention to
health, they seldom smoke or drink, which is likeava reason for their better status of health.

Those who criticise vegetarianism say deficienaydsymes are the more possible the less animal ptethe person
eats. A lack of mineral materials, vitamins andtgirts are the reasons for that.

Animal proteins are allegedly easier digestiblehi@gement sportsmen are therefore recommended toes.

Another problem is the vitamin B 12, which is sefdfound digestible in vegetarian food. A deficierafythis vitamin
causes disturbances in cell growth and anaemiamitit B 12 is found in meat, milk products, eggs aat$. It's stored
in the liver where it's available for many yearpsople don't need a regular supply. If necessacgn be supplied by
tablets, otherwise it's part of multi-vitamin jusce

Vegetarians comment on those statements that ¢aeralso be deficiency syndromes with people whonest, if

their nutrition isn't balanced. So it's not diffieréo vegetarians. Everybody has to eat balancestaly healthy.

The protein myth says, vegetarians need their profeom different sources because they need difteamino acids,
but researchers found out different results.

A study in 1999 found out that the mortality ratias the lowest in fish eaters (0.82) followed bgetarians (0.84) and
occasional meat eaters (0.84) and which was tHeEwked by regular meat eaters (1.0). In "MortalityBritish
vegetarians", it was concluded that "British vegates have a low mortality compared to the gengoglulation. Their
death rates are similar to those of comparablevegetarians, suggesting that much of this benefit be attributed to
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non-dietary lifestyle factors such as a low preneéeof smoking and a generally high socio-econataitus, or to
aspects of the diet other than the avoidance of erehfish."

Among the lifestyle choices investigated, a vedetediet was estimated to confer an extra 1-1/2 years of life.
However, no group is protected from pollution odgucts which everyone eats. E.g. a nutrition witbtaf soy causes
a feminising effect, as it contains a lot of isgflae, which is similar to estragon hormone. Saitses an earlier onset
of female puberty but a delay of male puberty.

Various animal food safety scares over recent yieave led to increased numbers of people choosssgréi-vegetarian
or vegetarian diet. Reasons were for example thkndhu in poultry, foot-and-mouth in sheep, PCBgarmed salmon,
BSE in cows and generally high concentrations okaln, growth hormones and antibiotics.

Foreseen of these pollution, meat causes atem@sigg, intestine cancer and so on.

Vegetarian nutrition of pets

Some vegetarians and vegans feed their pets witheat, too. However, a
good planning and expert knowledge is needed fer Efogs eat at least
everything, but cats are meat-eaters. So a vegatarivegan nutrition of
cats is possible but they need artificial food &dés. Apart from finished
fodder, mixtures are available as well. These megwcontain nearly the
same ingredients as normal cat fodder, e.g. taurine

Controversy of vegetarian nutrition

"Naturalness” of a vegetarian nutrition. Some peday a vegetarian
nutrition is against the assessment from the bio&goint of view. Our
body is prepared for mixed food, even if it's foedn vegetables and so.

Those people prove their statements with the cttetapeworm and the
pig finn band-worm. Both took part in the evolutialtegedly. So both worms focused on the humangoaimd chose
them as their habitat. That shows humans ate roeatiflions of years. Otherwise neither the céfithe tapeworm nor
the pig finn band-worm wouldn’t have survived thelation.

In the discussion of the “naturalness” of a vedatanutrition, the point with the conditions anddgdunctions is
mentioned.

Hanna, Jever

And now something completely different ....

Cannibalism (one kind of nutrition?!)

Hello everyone in this Circle,

I’'m very interested in cannibalism in our worldkriow that it is a topic no one talks about and heeaof that | find
this topic so interesting.

Nobody can say that he or she knows a lot aboutilbalism and often the people have some prejudibest that. But
they don’t know why these people practise canrsiali

Cannibalism is practice in New Guinea, New Zealagfdca or Fiji. But cannibalism is never practisgdt because of
hunger.( a lot of people think so )

The tribes that practise cannibalism live in regiarere animal meat is hard to get and so theyt det’'enough
proteins. Animal meat contains protein, but humaanhtontains it, too, so it is the only solutiontltose people to get
enough protein.

There are also two forms of cannibalism:

Exo-cannibalism: After a war, the winning tribes tree prisoners to show strength and superioritt. &nnibalism
isn’t practised after every war; often prisoners @nly eaten after big, master wars.

There is another form called Endo-cannibalism: Thaans that the members of one tribe eat other menab the
same tribe after they have died. This is not anashow hate or disliking; quite the contraryisitather intended that
the power and the spirit of the dead is passed dmet living.

Most of us are disgusted by cannibalism, but why #o ?

Why are we so afraid of eating humans althoughaterimals ?

Why do we breed animals to eat and not humans ?

Greetings from Germany Mareike
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2. British soldiers captured in Irak (or was it redly Iran?)

Questions to the girls in Iran

Hello.... | have got some questions about thediqing from the Britons in Iran to you.

Here in Germany, the media report a lot aboutttpgc and all of the media have one opinion: ThitdBs were
innocent!

They haven't entered the waters of Iran and neetr8is they were arrested .(This is also proved)

| think that it is very unfair and not right frorhe Iranians and | know that it sounds hard but wloagou think? Is it
okay that somebody gets arrest although he do&gngotvrong ? | think that it is very unfair anddge that the
Iranians will let these people go free.

What do you think about it ?

Was it right to arrest the Britons although it vgasved that they were innocent?

One other question is:

What do you think about the
accusation that the Iranians had
forced the woman to lie ?

| think that this is a lie....I can’t
believe that they do so scary
things...

That was so terrible and not fair,
because everyone has the right {
say his or her own opinion.
Bye Mareike from Germany

A question to our partners in
Iran

Because of the 15 imprisoned
British soldiers, London raised
the pressure on Teheran.
Wednesday they cut the relation
to Teheran. Prime minister Tony
Blair published they would even
raise the international pressure.
The government of the Iran
would have to accept that they
are in "absolute isolation". As a British soldiers
sign of easing tensions, Teheran

announced to release the

soldiers. Media from Iran said that the British fzapleed the were in some secret areas when theyimprisoned.
What do you think about this newspaper article?

Do you think about a right punishment of the Bhtsoldiers? Should they be punished at all?

What do you think about Tony Blair's reactidditcerely, Jessica, Elisabeth, Rica, Hanna, Jever

Hi girls in Iran!

What do you think about the latest developmenh@nttostage affair with Great Britain?

Newspapers in Germany reported it would be an Gghis face", which means that the whole storyis a
embarrassment for Britain and its government.

At first the British secretary of defence Des Brawnade a special permission which allowed the foimprisoned
soldiers to sell their stories to the maximum-affgmewspapers. Usually soldiers have to keep sedrat happens in
their war service.

After especially the only female soldier publisthest experiences people were really shocked. FayeeYihad told
soldiers had taken away everything from her exbepslip. She had been some kind of tortured haedjbvernment
extorted her. They said she would be releasedmithiveeks if she'd agree they had been illegalhyigh safety
waters. So she says she wrote a letter and wasseslafter 13 days but she had written the lettaniay her family
would realise it wasn't really Faye Turney hersdib used those words.

On Monday the first interviews had been publistadseveral hundred thousands of euro.

As a defence the Iran published some videos whiokwved navy soldiers obviously in a very good moaabther
reaction came from the British inhabitants as thg phssed by. Politicians, militaries and relatiwksoldiers protested
against the "will less trade". On Monday evening Beowne had withdrawn his decision his former pesion. He
agreed his decision "hadn't caused any satisfyaglt. We have to learn from this experience."

In the end the hostage affair has turned out avararrassment for Great Britain and a propagardaryifor the Iran.
So what do you think about the hostage affair?

Was it reported in your daily media?

What do you think about the British governmentwlitg to publish those horrible stories without asly proving it?
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Do you think other soldiers should be allowed tblh their experiences, too?

| think it's very embarrassing for the British gaveent. It seems as if they forbid to publish bapegiences which
would have a negative influence on the British dsmyage. But they allow to publish stories whietvé a negative
influence on other country's images. They wanefwesent others negatively even if they are thieesgbauthors.

I'd be glad about a respon¥®urs sincerely, Hanna; Germany
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3. Knut — the little ice bear

What will be when Knut the Ice bear is grownup?

Every day in the news we hear about Knut the ice.tée is very cute and small and was born in asrabwas
abandoned by his mother and is now the star of
all news. But what will be when he is no longer
the sweet little ice bear and when he is big and
strong?

Well, we have got some conclusions. Probably
at that time there will be another baby animal
and he is out because he is too big. And we find
that very very sad, that just small things are
interesting and loveable. On the other hand he
might be disliked, because he just gets too
gigantic and frightening. | mean what should
small kids think if at first he is just a small
harmless teddy bear and at once he is a zoo-
cleaner eating monster.

Have you heard about Knut?

Or have you got other zoo animal that is always
in the newsBy: Isabelle and Thomas, Jever

4. Slave Trade

Our world - Slave trade (text for everyone in the cle — please send your opinions!)

Hey friends,

a few days ago in our newspaper there was a sdackeabout slave trade. In a small village nearel, called Asel, is
a brothel called "Blue Velvet", but that's not fireblem, the brothel has been there for such atiomgand when you
say Asel, everyone thinks about the brothel becaussel there is only the brothel and nothing etsdy a few
houses. But now | come to the article, the boss/é2ds old) of "Blue Velvet" has traded with youmgmen, most of
whom were under 21 years old. They found in AsEr gear old girl who had worked for him. The gglriow in a
girls’ house, where she lives with other girls, baé will as soon as possible go back to her moHebrought this
girls from Hungary ( a neighbouring country of Gamy) to Germany and sold them to different brotladlisver
Germany. The boss went to Hungary and told the thidt they could work for him, they could cleaemthing and do
such easy work. But they never got money and spdbaldn’t go back.

He had a license to have the "Blue Velvet", but & license ran out and he won't get a new one.

He is the "organiser" of the internationally actsigve trade and yearly he brought 150 girls ton@@ery. Most of this
girls had to give the money, which they earned ftbexmen, who had sex with them, to their pimp.

| think all these facts are so scary and unthinkabl

What do you think about slave trade ? Do you kribwm, your city or near you are such men? How da jeel about
it? Have a nice day, Sina from Jever

Our world - Slave trade

I'd rather not talk about this topic.. | can't urelend why some people do these things...surei'gél trading in our
country.. it's a terrible act, but unfortunately@ppens.| think these guys should be severelyspadifor their bad
deeds. If not life in prison, at least 25 yeark jai

by N Cristian, Bucharest

Hello Christian,

You're right with the punishment. | think those gwan sit 25 years in prison and they don't chaimgje opinion and
most would do it again. If they did it once theylwlb it again and again. In the USA some guys, wdped kids or did
other things like this and live at home again, haaign in their front gardens on which is writeeg. | raped a child.
This method is very useful | think, because allgde@re warned and know that these guys have dimething bad.
Sure, these guys have a difficult life, if they @auch a sign in his garden, but do they desego®d and easy life ?
People should know their neighbours and they shdetide on their own, if they want to talk and #raoffee with
their neighbours or notHave a nice day, Sina from Jever
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Hi Sina,

Hmm, not that | know of such things happening inmejghborhood but, if | had such a person neartyrbbably be
more careful when | go outside, maybe even feamipltife. There have been many cases of childrémgo@ped and
killed afterwards(it gives me the creeps even whimk about it xD )...all we can do is hope teath a threat won't
ever come to our little hood.

As for the second question...err, there aren't ntlimgs to do. You could try to calm him/her andrthelp them get
home, or you can be nasty and tell him/her to buthering you, and last but not least...run awaynfhim/her hoping
they won't find you too.

Personally, | think I'd only stop and help him/ifehey are either acquaintances or classmated.aarfor other people,
I'd run in fear.. who knows, maybe that's just ca@ms of plan to get you too.. Not many people lsarrusted
nowadays and that's sad.. Hope | answered webuio questions. See yhY Cristian, Romania

Hey Cristian,

the last thing you mentioned, that you can't teastnany people, is very sad.

Yesterday there was said in the news that a 3gldagirl named Madeleine was kidnapped in a hot€tartugal out of
her bed. Her parents were in a in a restauranthieytlooked after the little Madeline every 30 oigs. The family
only wanted to pass relaxing holidays. And | thinik crazy that nobody noticed that there was a nraa woman who
kidnapped a child. How did he or she get into theeh? How did he get into the room, where Made&eims sleeping,
why did he choose Madeleine ? When | was the il@stst on holiday in a hotel you could only come ithva card

from the hotel. You know that no one who reallyrdidnake holidays in this hotel would get in andiyaan't get out of
the hotel without this card. | really felt safe.dAhthink this is very good, the hotels have tcshéer, because things
like this must not happen again! We can only htyag Madeleine will be found, alive and healtByna from Jever

Slave trade — answer to Sina

| am familiar with the story of the '‘Blue Velvebo, because I've read about it in the newspaper| agree with Sina
that something like this happening practically néxor is quite scary. It is also quite scary thave trade can happen
not only in Germany, but all over the world - ah@siweird too that everyone is eager to make megin technologies,
but not in stopping the slave trade (and improvtrggenforcement of human rights in general). Toftims,story is
something like a wake up call, because it happah®dst nearby - most people who live in a rathealstawn tend to
forget that slave trade and other major crimesataacessarily only happen in big citi&sther, Jever

Slave trade - to Sina and Esther

| think you're quite right being shocked becaustheflatest news from Asel but | think comparechvather events it is
not that "important” that it could develop as a eilp call.

People discover the most shocking and horribléest@nd nothing happens. Reports in the magazbwms aape and
slave trade are read and forgotten. Those stotéshvare even bigger don't cause anything. Onead about a poor

village with poor inhabitants. The families sold
their children to get the money for a roof. Some
parents didn't even know what would happen to
their children.

So the report continued with a biography of a girl
who fled from her buyers after years of agony.
She was bought by three men who raped her evg
day. (I can't really remember, | think the girlsva
between 8 and 11 years at that point ).

They abused her in many other physical ways
which | don't want to mention all. You might
imagine, others were: They pressed burning
cigarettes on her nipples, in her belly navel amd ¢
her vagina. She had to serve them. Her whole liv
consisted of rape and abuse. | can't remember h
she managed to flee.

You've to imagine that's happening all over the
world every day.

What is that compared to a 17 year old girl who

sleeps with men?

Okay, it still might have been a horrible experiefigr the girl and the women from Hungary but thayre to a certain
degree safer in the brothel. You understand whagdn?

| don't want to belittle the Asel story but it'stiorazy” enough to effect anything.

And about the thing that Asel is just nearby, | Wartell you another story.

My mother is a teacher at the vocational scho®ittmund. She's in a section where all the antisdastudents are
(sorry for that expression, but it's just true).

She teaches children without a family or with catgzhic families. Apart from all the child abusefeskeeping draw
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and so | want to tell you this story:

My mother has a student who is very small and tieiry. She looks so fragile, you could never everha hair of hers.
One day my mother got a call from the police areyttold her about the girl, who wasn't allowed tobgck to her
family, neither her baby was (Even if she was diyher baby was 2 years old).

They told her about an auction where a laptop wis 3he buyer searched through the files and faorde pornos.
So far so good but when he watched them he beaaia¢eid and went to the police.

They found out the girl in the video was my mothstudent and the man was her boyfriend. Now gwbesrecorded
the porn...

It was the girl's father together with the mothewas usual that they filmed the girl and as farl&know the father
took even part himself.

The girl cried and cried when she wasn't allowedddack because she thought it would be just nidiordo those
things. Stories like that one are quite more shagkbeeing sexual self-keeping draw happening et and so...
Yours sincerely, Hanna

7. FANTASY and GAMES

| want to write about computer games and fantassiest. I'm a big fan of fantasy-stories and | raddt of books.
"Lord of the rings", "Dragonfire" and "The Hbitt for example. But | also like computer gamgslay role playing
games, racing games, fantasy games and strateg@sgiviell , | play "Warcraft III", "FlatOut 2'Diablo 11" and Spell
Force 2". If you are interested, | can write WoANY more things about these games. If you areimerested, we can
talk about fantasy.

| have some questions to you.

- Which sort of books/games do you read/play?

- Which are your favourite books/games?

- Why do you read/play them?

- Why are your favourite books/games your favouriteks/games?

- And when you read/play some books/games | dowiwkyet and could be interested in them, desclibaent ;; | hope
you answer, whenever. By the way, it is nhot impatrthyou are a boy or a girl.Have a nice day, Séren

Moin Cosmin,
my name is Soren. You are a big fan of "Harry&tttand "Lord of the Rings"? GREAT! Have youd&ae
background of "Lord of the Rings"? "The Hobhi¢scribes, how Bilbo found the "One Ring". $atells, how Bilbo
met Gandalf the first time. And have you read theesim
complicated book | have ever read? "The Silmarilli

is the genesis of middle earth. The master of Sguro
Melkor, stole the Silmarill from the elves and desthe
orcs. "The Silmarillion" is a very, very complied

book. "Harry Potter" is also a great seriesadlrall of
the "Harry Potter"-books. The book "The chandfer
the secrets" was the best book, | think. | likekes,

you know.

You also play computer? Wow, you and me, we are ¢
the same caliber. Which games do you play? WoW?
Warcraft 111? | love to play this sort of games.nEasy,
muhahahaha! Racing games are also very great. (la
2 is the best racing game, | think. It is the 'tBaedion
racing-game of the year 2006". Yeah, we can tatlut
many, many things. "Lord of the Rings", "Harotter"
and computer. Write, write! Write which computer-
games you play and | maybe could say many to this
gamesBy Soren, Jever.

Salut, Soren!

Yes, | read "The Hobbit" when | was younger anddik
it very much. However, | haven't read ""The
Silmarillion"...I hope I'll be able to read it ihe near
future. | think we can talk a lot about "Harry
Potter"...what do you think about the final book® D
you think Harry will die(l really, really hope he Taken from Warcraft 3
doesn't), or who else? And what about Snape? Is he
really bad? I've read on the Internet a coupldebties
according to which he is actually good, and madea with Dumbledore, who was already dying becaidiske injury
caused by Slytherin's ring(remember he had a biatkand?). | believe Dumbledore gave his own tifsave two
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other: Draco's (who would have been killed by Vohdet if he would not have killed Dumbledore) andafe's (who
made the Unbreakable Vow to help Draco in his gaedtif Draco failed, he would have died). | alsmk Snape is
still trying to help Harry overcome hi s weaknessmember when he left at the end of "Half-Blooth&e" he did not
torture Harry at all but told him to try to closis imind, or he would be an easy pray for Voldemamyway, if you
would like to talk more about this, it would be migasure. | do like the computer a great dealinktimy all-time
favourite game is Medieval Il - Total War...it'stmategy game set in medieval times, full of stygté also like WoW,
Lineage II, Counter-Strike( it's very very popuare), Civilization IV ,NFS:Carbon and Diablo liflayed this game
a couple of years ago and | had become kind ofctetdito it...I liked the Paladin-Smiter and Necroaex for playing
multi-player.) I'd like to know more about you aymlr class and continue to correspond on thesestshjYours truly,
Cosmin,Bucharest.

Dear Soéren!

| praise your morale about fantasy stories. | them, too. | read a lot of books and t some of theenfantasy books.
Like “his dark materials” etc. | read Paulo Coekbboks. They were so interesting and | enjoy thdat.

But | rarely play computer games because | alway la lot of homework and projects to do. So | nuesge my
lessons. In fact | love computer games a lot lolan't play every day.

| sometimes read ideological books and adoring thgm| like fantasy books a lot. And | read therem I'm free.

I think the human without books are very destit&e.l try reading a lot of books (in my spare tijnes

| like “the Celestine Prophecy” book because #@nsdeological book.

Do you read some ideological books?

Do you like them?

Which one do you read?

| hope | can interest you in these book#ve nice times! MAEDEH. Farzanegan Zeynab Edunati€enter, Tehran

Fantasy and Games, taken from Kashan blogs

Which sort of books/games do you read/play?

We always use different books ,of course with sav&ubject of the schools education plane is sy basause of that
we have little time for free study out of schoot the subject of schools book is always new anfulise

In irans school research is so important and becatithese we have to search a lot.we study psyché&l imaginery
books in our free time.

About games we play computer & perhaps you now them
seeds of ewil ,city life ,call of duty & ...

We have some tradicional games in different pdrtauo
country .so in islam doing sport is so importantHadith
(saying)of our prophet.

There are lots of good books in the world that lpadple
to good ways and by them you can feel quietnesy. likelp
you to think lagical.

In the humans life they are masterpieces.

Why do you favourite books /games your favourite
book/games?

because the Paulo coelho books is very nice arydhidnee
lots of miningful concepts & Darren shan is soiiagting
too. mozhgan & hannaneh, Kashan

I'm a big fan of fantasy stories tocand | love to talk
about them. Sometimes they are all of my life atidrik
about them in all the day long. | like Harry potteore
than any fantasy books but | read all of the baufkbis
kind like the Lord of the Ring, Darren Shan, Hisrba
Materials, Demons and some more. | love all of thwernl
don't read only fantasy. All kinds of book are irgsting
for me. For example | love Gone with the Wind, Diesor
Paolo Coelho's books. It is better that | say thate to
read books. | think that book is the most permattang
in the world. And | love to be a writer in future.
Taken from Diablo 2 Saba, Farzanegan Zeynab High School, Tehran

Games and Fantasy

Hello,

We want to talk about our favourite game, callec A Empires Il. It's a really great game becatigeu play it it
doesn't need your full attention and so can ralardnt of your PC. It's really easy...your in théiddle Ages. You can
decide between many cultures: Teutones, Celtspigriand so on. Every culture has its own speathin@ogies or
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abilities. You begin the game with a village cehtnad 8 villagers. The most important thing is novsave resources
to build up your town and make more villagers farkvon fields to get something to eat or in theefito produce
wood. When you have enough resources you haveiltbupuan army, because your enemies will try toqueer you
soon. You have many different ways to build youmgrmarines, horse-troops or archers. But an asmy the only
thing you can do to save you town. You also haveuitd a fortification around your town. After sortime your army
will be big enough to conquer you enemy's one. &laee some possibilities to do that. You can kil king of your
enemies, destroy his whole town, or build a worafehe world. So you see it's really easy to plag game.

Thore and Marc, Jever

Gadgets in Movies: from dream to reality

We all have seen James Bond movies. And we altldive amazing gadgets he got from Q.

In the years the movies launched in the cinemasstall futuristic and people sometimes said “ingilds”. But
scientists made some progress and by today wedstaeach the technological level of science-fictimthors (at least
in some points).

Star trek is a good base to start with:

It was first broadcast in the 50's, one decaderbéfe first man on the moon. They had communisatben futuristic,
now used everyday by everyone: the mobile phone.rfiist fantastic thing on Startrek was and is Hiléyato

“beam” people over long distances. But scientisisked on that. They beamed just one single parfiola one side of
the Danube to the other, but they did it.

Another movie franchise with amazing machines & ®fars. The imperium has “tanks”(AT-AT or AT-SThich

walk on legs instead on chains or wheels. Thisaditly. If there are trees in forests with diffittérrain they have to be
logged, Woodworkers do that with vehicles, whicbiddike gigantic spiders. These vehicles maneuvdretween trees
and they do less harm to the ground.

Light sabers, which made the films popular, usei$ed light beams (or ionized gases/plasma) tohcatigh any
material imaginable. The industry uses lasers dashpa cutters for cutting thick metal plates, ermships.

In many science-fiction stories and movies alikgots play a more or less important role. In Stard\fhe serve their
masters, in Terminator they (try to) destroy thenhn race and in “The Matrix” they even use us asrargy source.
Robot-scientists realized several functions of méwoid body, like walking, showing emotion, weldjagd other
industrial operations), doing single jobs in thei$ehold (mowing the lawn, cooking, answering thergh etc) and
much more, but yet, no robot has ever been alde ®verything a real human can. The reason fomtlaig be the huge
amount of energy to supply the A.l (artificial iligence), that means the “brain”, of the robothwitower. Also, the
scientists would have to write an incredible com@eftware.

This is a very incomplete list of science-ficti@thnology, there is so much more for example tinaghines,
invisibility devices, traveling at velocities fast®an light, etc., but it would make the text 10100 (googolplex)
times longer and no one would read it through ftomto bottom. Maybe you can think of solutionstfiings not yet
made possible for yourself and make the world agpigorth living (but please do not struggle for idafomination).
Gert, Philip, Lena, Esther, Sina, Fabian, Jever

8. SPORTS

1. FCB 3. NBA Allstar Weekend

- Right time for the new coach? - Who will win the Slam-Punk-Contest?
- Who will win the top match FCB - Real Madrid - MVP

2. Handball World Cup - Who will win? East or West?

- Referees: Do you think they were paid? 4.- Which sports are you into?

- Allstar-Team - Which sports do you play?

- Ivano Balic: Is he really the best Player? - Write stories of your experiences.

Thomas, Hans-Christian, Julian D., Isabelle

- Which sports are you into?

Football , Volleyball , Teniss , Sky.

- Which sports do you play?

Volleyball and football. In volley ball most of thiene | pass to other player but | do others afgtiivi play too. In
football | am gate keeper.

- Write stories of your experience

| remember one day about 2 years ago we had ayballsgame with another school and it was my fjyame. It was
my turn to start to shoot ball. When I kick thelp#lwent up and up then suddenly 2 or 3 lampstaflium broke and
fell down to our faces and every body shouted an@® minutes the play stopped and after that plagnever | want
to start the game my friends remind me of that day.

| have an other story in football that | was stagdin gate and one of my friend who is thin andlsmanted to shoot a
penalty and | was relaxed in gate then suddenlyskbet and the ball come to my face and mouth awdild not speak
well for 4 days. Then | thought of this senten@on’t judge a book by the coveDELARAM.M, Tehran, Iran
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Hey Mina

we are glad that you have the same interest asal@rity of our group. We hope that we can have ymateresting
conversations about football with you. First welwadlk about our personal experiences with footaall we hope that
you will tell us yours. Are there any other spantsich you like apart from Teakwondo and football?tide moment it
doesn’t matter but probably we can talk about tHates. First let's talk about Football:

The boys in our group all play football in a club.

First there is Thomas. He is a great supportehefdotball club FC Bavaria Munich. By the way, ais your
personal favourite team and are there any big dlubgheran? Ok, let's continue with Thomas... kike have already
said: he plays in the football club FSV Jever. ©hbis hobbies is groundhopping. This is like adish Nearly every
weekend he drives to a stadium of an team in ting tin forth league. For most of the students ofdass it's
nonsense but he likes it;).

The second boy in our group is Julian. He had pldgetball for some years but then he decided &y pis only "love"
basketball. He is the best player of our classarelof the best in our school. He plays at Tus &sed at Mtv Aurich.
He also plays in the talent team of our region i@stfand. Oldenburg, the biggest team in our rggi@y play in the
first German league) asked him to take part atrifoaut but sadly he has injured his knee but heskdpat he will join
the team in 2 years.

The only girl in our group is Isabelle. She likegd¢eback riding but sometimes she is interestéalatiall too.
Sometimes she goes to the stadiums with Thomas too.

Last but not least there is Hans-Christian. Haésallrounder of our group. He has played footfmalhis 3 year but he
also likes to play handball. In handball he playthie highest league of his age which there isem@ny. He also likes
to play table-tennis where he hasn't lost a matdeague for 2 and a half years. He is a suppoftbtunich too but
not as fanatic as Thomas.

So you see our interests. We hope to have a gadititne learning circle and we gladly wait for yaumswer. There is
only one more thing which we want to ask you: Whatou opinion of the football world cup 2006 int@@any? For us
it was nearly the best time in our lives becauseas so exciting and cool how our country reacfez @very game.
Are the people in Iran interested in football tM¥@ hope that you will write back soon.

Sincerely, Isabelle, Thomas, Julian and Hans-Cianstfrom Jever

Sports

| have played Basketball half my life long. | thiitks a great sport because it is fast and altithe there is action on
the court. The players must play defence and atiidke time. A team can only win if the playere a unit and if they
are working together. But the win and the lose ‘afanaway: “In 2001 the Indiana Pacers tied tbers in only 16
seconds after the other team was leading with @tgoi

But Basketball is also a good sport to play becgosecan practise it alone and at home. You ongdreebasket.

| play in two teams (junior and senior team) and Bpecial selection team of our region. If | piasketball, | feel
something like freedom, pride, cheerfulness. Bidriit always good for me to play Basketball beealiam often
injured (broken fingers, tear in the curcial ligar)eThen | am really stressed. But | will alwaysdahe game and so |
can cope with a few setbacldsilian D., Jever

Judo

| think Judo is one of the best but also most diffi sports. One of the most important advantagéisat you are alone.
If you are a good soccer player and the other guysur team can't play very well it's over. In Juglou aren’t
dependent on the abilities of someone else. Bui udlso the most exhausting sport. Again | widlke a comparison
with soccer. If you are exhausted you stop anthiebthers make the match. Or you leave the gamhéeasomeone
else play for you. In fighting sports you have &org on alone. | have already said Judo is verficdit. You mustn'’t
only use your leg and your foot to kick a ball aw#gu have to use your whole body to get your gar{or the enemy)
on the ground. But Judo isn't just a thing of sgdnand stamina. You must use your brain to wind Aometimes you
have to be very quick. There are more than 40 wéjlsrowing a person on the ground. But usuallpydoka just has
two or three techniques which are really good.

Now something about the rules. It sounds like @agax but in Judo you never get hurt. In every sddontball match
you break your leg or lie in a hospital. Not sdudo. You aren’t allowed to beat and kick. You juavte to throw the
opponent down or make him quit. If your action wagood one you get an “Ippon” and are the winrfehd opponent
lands on his bottom it’s just a “Koka” or a “Yukdf.he lands on the side you will get a “Waza-Ari".

| think now it's time to explain the two fighterd/hen you talk about a movement you call the twspes special
names. The man who makes the action is called *Tibie partner “Uke”. But these expressions arg/ msed when
you practise. But now let’s continue with the fighitTori doesn’t make any mistake Uke has no ckanoget out of
the grip. But if he makes a mistake Uke can leBut there are more possibilities than just holdiogheone on the
ground. When you are old enough you are alloweddramgle your enemy or to use his arm as a leves.phin is very
big but if you give up Tori has to spot and thengaigone after a second. Judo was created byaplandse “Jigoro
Kano” who created it from other kinds of fightinfranslated Judo means something like “the long way”

Another part of Judo is something called “Kata™kata” is a kind of ritual. Both Judoka have to dwery strictly
ruled form of techniques. This you will need foghér grades, far over the famous black belt. Wsdise shall be the
most important facts about the fascinating spadbJidulian B., Jever
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Sometimes you're really forced to think that you ae one of only a few people left, who do sport§here are more
and more with a too high weight in Germany. Germigrigurope’s country with the most overweight peoflhis
seems really strange, if you know that the Germoatbill Association (DFB) as well as the Germamigassociation
(DTB) are the biggest communities worldwide in ttsgort. The DFB is even the association with tlesthmembers
worldwide.

We all like to and do practice sports. Marc is aoedlent football midfielder, but he quit playingdtball, because of a
knee-injury. Today he plays tennis at a good stahdhore was going to be goalkeeper in our tofottball club's A-
youth, while being in the B-youth normally, butdlso quit playing football. His trainer left theubland so he hadn't
any enthusiasm left. The same happened to Manhel was defender in the same team. Before thatdw tosplay
handball and badminton for a long time togethehwdhristian. Christian still plays badminton, beft the handball
team, too. Lars goes to the fitness studio.

Apart from all these former activities all of ukdito jog. And if you leave Lars out you can sagt tlve are all great
free time football players.

But except for doing sports all of us like to wasgorts whether on TV or sometimes in the stadidfrcourse we all
supported the German team at last year's world dofartunately we lost against Italy. Marc usesay that the Italian
were cheating ;). An also great event at the monsethie handball champions league, in whose fitveadsGerman
clubs (THW Kiel, SG Flensburg-Handewitt) compet@aogher cult sport is snooker, but only on TV. Billil is better
(because it's easier™) to play it for yourselfs@interesting is the upcoming tennis Fed-cup fiadf-

That's about us as sportsmeitarc, Thore, Christian, Lars and Manuel

Soccer... Football...footie ...footy ...footer ...
what is the right name???
| will tell you something about my favorite
sport art :Soccer!!! It is also called Football.
Soccer is a ball game, which is played by two
teams. The ball is to be kicked with the feet
That's the reason why soccer is also called
Foaball. But be careful ! Do not confuse
soccer (FOOTBALL) with other variants of
Football like : American football, rugby, or
Gaelic football.
So it's better if you called this sport
Association Football because this is the
official name. Other English native speakers
call it : soccer, football, footie, footy or
footer. So as you all know... all of these
variants are right to say. So the rules.
Each team has 11 players. One team is build
Isabelle on her horse Hamas by: A goalkeeperhe tries to block the shots.
- The defensdhey try to defend their own
goal areaThe midfieldersThey try to play both office and defense. And:he forwards who try to score goals for
their team (maybe the most important part of tiaenle The game is played in two halves of 45 minateh. It's also
important to know, that the players must not totiehball with their hands or arms. A goal is scondn the ball lies
behind the goal line. And the team with the mostlgavins !By Florian Hemsen, Jever

Sport is an important topic in our class.Soccer is like a religion, but my career as a soplagyer is already
completed before it started. When | played socejirl jumped and landed on my foot! Result of littke accident:

The foot is not to be used at the moment and tlys bre laughing about that all the time but othsewhat topic soccer
built a new community in our class. Sport is just &ind that's the most important thing about it ¥an play along
with other people in a group and you either witose together. The only negative aspect are theiés, and our
teacher says all the time: Sport is murder, socaubetter play chess! But every sports fan kndéifeswithout sports

is murderLena from Germany

The HSV

Moin Moin Friends, My Talk is about the HSV. HSV ames Hamburger Sport Verein, it is the best so@amntin
Germany. Sometimes this team do not play very luglin the past, HSV was a really good team. tihésonly team ,
that has always been in the premier league of Geyma

This year they was in the champions league, buirturiately they did not reach the second round.

Do you play or like soccer ? Which team do you k@&r do you like an other Sport ?

One more Information for the people of Iran.

Hamburg has one of the best soccer players of tadled Mehdi Madavikia.

Please mail back, Bye, Fabian, Sina, Lena, Gethé&sand Philip
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Text about football

Hi! Next Wednesday Bayern Munich plays against Réadirid. After the nice away-match of Munich (thalayed
2:3, so they lost but with the late goal of Van Boehthe defeat feels like a victory). In the AllmArena they need for
example just a 1:0 and they are in the next ro8oedwve think they will win, because they are theédsdgeam and they
have more team spirit. Last Saturday FCB playedéhag®Volfsburg, and they won 2:1. After more thaso tyears Andi
Gorlitz played again in the start formation (he baeén badly injured) and his comeback was very gdad Lukas
Podolski, one of our world cup heroes, scored agter a long time. It was a penalty and Bayerrchd@ttmar
Hitzfeld gave “Poldi” his trust to shoot. So we ledjhat he will play against Real, too. But firstyiplay in Berlin, and
if they want to get into the top three they must.vBut it will be a hard match in Berlin. So do yknow something
about the German Bundesliga or the UEFA Champi@agyue? Which team is your favourite for the cup?héfee
Bayern will get very far in the tournament but tleg not the favourites for the cup. Maybe Chelsgadon will win
because they are so rich with all the oil millioie will see or we say in Germany (especially iv&@#&) “Schaun ma
mal”. By Isabelle and Thomas

My trip to Hanover
Hello, At first | was torn out of sleep by my loyedlarm-clock, it was about 8:45 (on a Sunday lehdw add). And

there were only 38 minutes left till the train in
Jever left. There | met two friends of mine, who
came with me for the first time. Well you might
ask, what do 3 teenagers want on a Sunday in
Hanover...watch soccer, match what else. When
we met we were all looking forward to the journey
but at first we had to travel 3 % hours to Hanover
by train. Planned was just to watch a match from
the 4th League, which would cost about 4€. But ¢
the way to our ... we had the brilliant idea to watg
a second soccer-match, which was coincidentally
on the same day. It was a “Bundesliga” match
between Hanover and Ménchengladbach (but thi
cost us 17€).

As we arrived we had about 1 % time left till kick-
off. So we first went to Burger King and then
pretty fast to the Underground. And then there
were about 5 minutes till kick-off at the stadiufm o
the 4th League game. Even though it's not a so |
setting it was very exciting and fun. The game

ended with a 3:0 for Wolfsburg Il. The stadium

was pretty old and | had only seen it on photosjtteeemed pretty simpatico to me, because | @ister old grounds
very much.

After leaving this game we had to head very quitklyhe AWD-Arena, because we only had about on ledt to get
there. 10minutes before kick-off we were in thelgten. And even though the atmosphere at the matfdrd was
great, this was even better. 42000 Viewers, ama#ingas just an average match, but it had itstengihighlights. It
ended 1:0 for Hanover. And as | realized latereheas a punch-up where about 40 people were edredte didn’t
really notice this, because our time schedule wesyptight. Our train was leaving 30 minutes after match. We ran
from the stadium to the underground, arrived jungtme and had about a quarter of an hour to rdlaxe had to
switch to the train that would take us back home.

And about 3 ¥ hours later we were back at ouristagoint at about half past ten.

All'in all it was a great day, we had lots of fseen a lot, and we were always on time.

Have you made any of these experiences?

Do you do some kinds of spontaneous weekend trips?

Do you think we are crazy (of course just becausere doing this)?

By: Isabelle and Thomas from Jever

Answer to Isabelle and Thomas — Riding Tournament

Hi Isabelle and Thomas!

Reading your story | could reconstruct every dekaien if I'm absolutely not into soccer, | expaded a similar event.
Three years ago | went to a big, important ridinghpetition called "Kampmann Turnier" in Bremen.

| was released from school for this day and | dritve with my older sister and with my coach aadhusband. We
slept in a flat owned by them that we could startjourney as early as possible. Originally my dohad planned to
join the competition and take part in it but sheéndiwant to risk the horse's life because of the Wweather. We had to
drive from Hohenkirchen to Bremen indeed and it feded all the night and didn't stop.
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When we arrived there | couldn't believe everythivas true. Really famous, popular and importargrsdook part
there. | saw all these expensive and exclusivedsaaad was really excited.

Because we knew some "important, big" people, iergry good seats and had a fantastic view. Myratbach who
was the vice European champion that year rode ttmveAt least | really knew many people. That,dhg desire
spread in me to join this tournament one day.

The atmosphere was fantastic, just amazing. Everyas friendly and everyone had this one big |bvegses.

It was a fantastic and entertaining day and onaybest child memories, | guess.

To answer your question: No, | don't think yourazy. | made a trip myself which | would maybe calizy ;)

My former boyfriend and | had crazy illusions. Sedty he suggested to make a trip to Switzerlandv&burried to
the pharmacy, bought some chemical water cleamgrsilaohol to disinfect possible wounds. The neatmng we
took the first train and drove actually to Switzerd. | had just the wrong clothes and no moneythuas a great
experience. We stayed there for two weeks, tilid ko return because my parents had booked holfdayise whole
family.

| guess my Switzerland trip might have been thetrspsntaneous thing I've ever done. But | lovettould do it any
day again to stay in a tent in the nature on a nmimand all these lovely things.

Yours sincerely, Hanna

Hello from Latvia.

We have just read your theme and we think it is@dgheme, but the problem is that we are not gddutbaall fans as
you. Maybe we could deal about another theme, maylmsic, music, music :) ??? Why music, becauseymup like
music and some of us play in band. We think thasimis wide theme and verry interesting. How do yuok????

We are waiting for the answer!!

Rolands, Jnis, Aigars

Answer to Rolands, J nis, Aigars

Hey you all!

It is ok that you want to write about somethingrtlaifferent from soccer but is there really no $pevhich you are
interested in??? because we aren't interested sicraither. Well, we listen to it in the radio asmimetimes we also
buy some CDs but firstly we all listen to differantisic so it’s difficult to write in a group and wlen't play in a band
either. We can not even read notes =).So do yoa hay suggestions for another topic?

Isabelle,Thomas,Julian D.,Hans-Christian from Jever

Hello from Latvia!

No it's ok, sport too is a good topic.

In our group we like sport, for example: footbaksketball, floor-ball and weight lifting. In ougsoup Rolands is
playing floor-ball, and he goes to the training amdight lifting. J nis likes playing basketball and floor-ball. Aigars
likes like weight lifting and he goes to the fldoall trainings.

What kinds of sports activities do you like?

Write soon, we are waiting for your answerniks,Rolands and Aigars.

Addictions

Hi to you all!!'! | want to show everyone my poirft\aew on the topic addictions.

From my point of view it is a very interesting tofiut it is also very big so there will be muchdiscuss and that's the
thing the learning circle is meant for. There agais addictions like those from which you reallyffer psychically or
physically like the addiction to drugs like heroamcaine or alcohol or those which are pushingigtafinancial ruin
like gambling or betting, but there are also nosenous addictions like the ones you have menti¢gnkocoholic).Of
course it can get serious but it is only a verywary... small minority which has these addictiss e.g. the
government can't forbid eating chocolate. In thenpwith gambling or drug addictions the politiceaoould help those
addicted people with an organisation which looksrahe addicted people who know that they arg ‘it not only
after those, but also after those who don’t knoat they are "ill" because if you see it early erfoitgvill be easier to
react.

Now I'll come to "positive" addictions which evenye should have because my interpretation of addidés that you
love something and you want to do it all day lohlgose can be your job, sports or whatever. Inghgs | have my
addictions, too. I'm a sportaholic and I'm in theng2-3 hours a day and at the weekend sometimesttbke day long
and in the time when I'm not in the gym I'm watchisports on TVThe fact that I'm a sportaholic makes me
dream of being a sports-journalist that | can "live" my addiction.

This isn’t the own addiction | have .Well, | doktow if it was a real addiction but in the pasid thany sport bets but
in the end | stopped it because it wasn't funnyugioany more.

Do you have any addictions too?

| hope that you will write back soon! Maybe we vglt a new addiction: The learning circle addictign
Hans-Christian Mehrens
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Hi Hans - Christian Mehrens! ="

Thanks for your answers. We hope your dream wiihe true and you gona be the sport journalistcddfse | think

everyone have some addictions. Most of us in daoaichave addiction from ithe nternet, from chatwith our friends
in spree time. Some studens go even on interdessons from their mobile phones. Many of studeassmoking ,too
in our schoool. | think it is very bad becausanftiences our health. .What about your school?

| like waching sport games on TV ,like basketbsithating.So have a nice day!:), Arita, Santa from Latvia

Hey Arital!ll

Thank you very much for your wishes. The problerthwimoking at school is a topic in Germany althoitgh
forbidden to smoke in official buildings like schs@r parliaments because the tobacco addictedhqus to walk 20
meters to smoke legally. If they smoke on the mubdivement next to the school they can’t do angthigainst it but
we don't really care about this because we dondkamThe reason for this is our "love" sport whieh have already
mentioned. You have told us that you like baskétbmbasketball very popular in Latvia and do y@ye a chance to
watch it on free-tv? Are you also interested inki&A and who should be chosen as the MVP?

Here in Germany basketball is not as popular asesaar handball but there are many students irscliool who play
it. We hope that you will write back soon and haglgfwe will stay in contact.Hans-Christian and Julian D.

9. Special communication

Inken — Arita and Gunta

Latvian topic: Addictions

Addictions are something terrible. | think the pleowho become addicted have a lot of problems. &erlthey were
dismissed and so they don't find a new job. Orghgner has left the person. So there are a I@asons why a person
becomes addicted. Perhaps you have a problem andamt to forget this. So you drink a beer or smokeomething
like that. Then you have a problem again and yinkdx beer again. Soon you can’t stop any moreyanchecome
addicted. It's a lot of time till you see that yare addicted. And then you have to go to hospitahake a therapy.

| think games console can be dangerous becausedvlaeen have nothing else to do. For examplhirik of a big
family. The mother is an alcoholic and the fattgeini prison. So the mother is addicted and dodsok after her child.
So she neglects her daughter and the daughted Isesause the mother doesn’t look after her. Pserblag has a lot of
problems at school or other problems. So she ha®sigions and she plays games. Perhaps she cgnérst more and
she becomes addicted. | know that is a very harslore of addiction but so it could happen.

| think everyone is addicted to something. For eglenh love jelly babies. When | eat them | cantsany more. But
of course it isn't as bad as drugs or alcohol. Wy@min have a weakness for something it isn't bad.tBeladdictions
can destroy your life. When you smoke or drink hticevery day you can die very young. | think peogbn’t need
that to be happy. And when you have problems youtalk with your best friend or do something eBat alcohol or
drugs are no solutiomnken, Jever

Hi!

| agree to your opinion. | think addictions is yéig problem in all the world. But mostly peoplave addictions of
the stress. Nowadays in Latvia studens have to edot of, so they have a stress and they wargléax.

They think that their problems will

be solved with alcohol and smoking but it isn’t $ahink that in families where parents are smgkam drinking show
to thier child bad ilustration. A child think thitis good and after some years he does the saifis parents - smoke,
drink ,and after a while he has addiction and desd't know that it isn’t good.For example some kigrt to smoke or
use drugs when they are just 11 years old . | thirskawfull. Society has to talk about addictiamish people, because
they have to inform all people how to fence frordiations.Arita, Santa from Latvia.

Hey Arita!

It’s nice that you have answered me so fast.

| think too that the kids become addicted when thexy that their mothers or fathers drink or smadey wften. Perhaps
some parents are so drunk that they offer thes &ithear or something like that. But | can imagjire¢ some people
become addicted because they have so big problanthey feel sorry for themselves. So they aregsstic that they
aren’t interested in their kids. | think the peopéed in this time a person who helps them. Theg semeone to talk
about the problems. Here in Germany there are #m®hymous alcoholics”. The alcoholics can go i®rieeting to
talk with other people who have the same probletinnk that's a good possibility to overcome theliadon. Inken

Hi Inken

| agree to you that alcholic must talk about tipeablem, but | know some persone who all timeldrite knows that
it's bad but at the same time he does't know hostdp drink. | think these persons who have addistneed a big
power of volition.

There are so many addictions in world. So whayalothink about gambling? Does any of your friehdse
gambling?Arita from Latvia
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Hey Arita

| was really shocked when | read that you knowmsgewho is addicted, too. | agree with you thasthpeople can
overcome this problem when they want it. To yougsjion about gambling | think that’s a terrible &tidn, too. The
reason for this addiction could be a lot of proldemith money. When you sit in front of an enormdebt panic breaks
out and you try to earn money in a casino. Pertizgse people lose a lot of money because theywilempted to
play more and more. So the people who are addiced to sit in the gutter to think about their pigblems. In this
time they need strong persons who are ready tothelp. Perhaps it's a big help to know other peagie had the
same problem. These people can tell you how theycawne their problem. I'm really relieved that geople in my
environment have no problems with addictions. Bihirik in Germany there are a lot of people whokior smoke all
the time. Is this addiction in Latvia a big probleiwo?Inken from Jever

Latvian topic: Stress

| think stress is a normal thing in life. Today sopeople are so stressed that they will get ilatEhvery abnormal but
some people must blame themselves for it becaesewbrk and work all day long. Perhaps it’s a hitchto say that
the people must blame themselves but | think itjlstr Today the people are more stressed thareipdist. For
example, my father is independent. My parents hiage own shop. It's very hard to be independentbse you have
a lot of work. Today the economy is very bad arelfhople have to work hard to earn enough monkyeoSo | think
in the past it was better than today. The economgnit so bad and the people weren’t put underyressou should
enjoy life. So forget work or school and sit dowrdaelax. Sometimes people need that. You shoufdglect school
or work but everyone needs a break. Perhaps yoga@an holiday. But | don’t think you should béhame because
you always find work. So you should go on holidagduse that takes one’s mind off things. It's iaportant that the
mobile phone stays at home. On holiday you shoe#daslot of things and you shouldn’t have to doething for
school. So relax and expect, see that the peopikys.

Inken, Jever

Hi, Inken

Your letter was very interesting, becose you haxeahlife experience. | agree about your opintuat the stress is a
normal thing in life, but sometimes the stress $ate peoples mind and they do awful things, exsangalf-murder. It
is a worst thing witch can do. | was writing repabiout emotional violence beetween teenagers, gatknow that in
my country young peoples make self - murders véigno The primary motive was stress, unrequitee land
problems in family. Tthese information astonisheal Definitely peoples need a help! But how...?? ¥ gbu have an
ideas..!'??

| hope after my letter you have not a bad mood!!!

OK, | wait your letter sooniGoodby!! :) Gunta, Latvia

Hey Gunta!

It's nice that you have answered me so fast. | fingry terrible that so many young people in liatare self-
murderers. | think here in Germany we haven't hesamething like that very often. | myself havergahd something
like that. I'm really relieved that there are nmpke who are so desperate that they don’t warivéodnymore. | think
in the big cities like Berlin or Munich there arefuhitely self-murderers. | think the people shautde influenced by
stress, they should enjoy their life. Job or sclbaluldn’t be the most important thing in life..e€y person needs a
break to relax. The last hours in religion we tdlledout death. But the topic applies to the defah an iliness or the
death after an accident. We talked about the fawlilg have lost this person. For example there wamall boy who
lost his mum through an accident by car. The fatetdn’t tell his son that the mother won't congaim because
perhaps the son wouldn’t understand that. So thataur topic. | think there is one solution agastetss. People need
time for themselves to relax!

Inken

Sina — Arita

Latvian topic: Addictions

| think addictions are mostly dangerous. When Irtiealdictions the first time | thought about cigars, alcohol and
drugs. But there are a lot of other addictions efcample some people love to do sport and they eleery day, other
people must eat all day long, other people hawdeimn their house 7 hours a day. All addictionsehave thing in
common, it isn't easy to forget them.

| think nearly all addictions are bad. Workahoitds good if you work a lot and very hard. But yoeed a private life,
when you have a family and you are always workymgyr family does not get enough attention and love.

If you do only sport all day long, it isn’t goodrfgour body. You're muscles don't like it. Your bpdeeds breaks and
relaxed moments.

To overcome an addiction is very difficult. | thiitks easier if you have a great family and goaends. They can help
you. You need a lot of support and you have tokthimout your addictions. You must say to yourdst tyou want to
overcome the addiction and you must think aboubtie sides. If you fight against your addictiond gou win you
can be very proud of iSina, Jever
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Hi Sina!

Yes | think too that addictions are dangerous. Sivnas people have no time and they even forget fhiends when
they have some addiction.

Nowadays many girls have bulimia. Bulimia nervasa condition in which the person has problemsaepting
normal weight, but also where the problem is onkinfe eating followed by vomiting and laxativeather medication
abuse. Unlike patients with anorexia nervosa, thay manage to keep a normal body weight but atakeof a great
deal of emotional and physical suffering. So whatdu think about bulimia? And have any of youeffids ever had
it?

P.S. Have a nice weekand and happy Easter! Oupkishgoing to holidays for 10 days.I’"m looking faard to see
you!:) Arita, Santa from Latvia.

Hey Arita

| think bulimia is a dangerous disease and morenamié girls get bulimia. The girl models are sanslioo slim | think,
but all the girls think, that it looks good if thaye so slim and they don't think about their Hedltis a very important
topic and the designers and the responsible orgianid the models shows and the catwalks had rdaegt.they aren’t
allowed to be to slim and if they haven't a fixedight they aren't allowed to walk on the catwalkhihk this is a great
idea.

No one of my friends have bulimia and | am verygapbout it, have any of your friends bulimia, whetuld you do,
if you hear that your best friend has bulimiatfave a nice day, Sina

Esther — Ada

Intro from Bucharest:
I'm Ada | like painting and | adore music.

Hi Ada,

my name is Esther, and I'm 15 years old. You ajrdadw that | am from Germany, but more exactlyye in a small
town called Jever, which is located in Northerni@any. Whereabouts in Romania do you live?

You wrote that you like painting and music, whicthihk is funny, because | do a lot of drawing &k music, too! :)
My favourite band is an Icelandic band called '8igas' - they're not very popular, but their musigreat. It's not so
much what they sing, they create their very owndsa@and sounds to deliver a certain message; | gliats one of the
reasons why | like their music so much. Do you hav¥avourite band or musician?

Hope to hear from you soon, Esther from Germany

Hi Esther,

I'm Ada and I'm also 15 years old. | live in Buakstrwhich is the capital city of Romania. As | abfg said | like very
much to draw and paint and | consider they arexigdpactivities. In my leisure time | especilly éko paint flowers
and animals (which | also like very much), butdapaint many diferent things. What do you like trtosdraw or
paint? And about music... | like different bandsl amusiciens, but | can't say | have got a favouite.

Hope to hear from you soon, Ada from Romania

Hi Ada,

well, my paintings kind of depend on my mood - witembored during school lessons, | more or lestble about on
some piece of paper - | guess most students dpBut when I'm at home and really have the timdreov something
(which happens not too often, sadly), | like towdtaumans, portraits of friends.. whatever comesmyanind.

You've mentioned that you like animals - which aalisrare your favourites, and do you have any gdia¥e a cat
called Louis, and he's been living with me and ayify for eleven years nowTlake care, Esther

Hi Esther,

You asked about animals - well, my favourite ansrake cats (and | think you also like them if yawénone) and |
also have two as pets. Their names are Omar ardiyG@Mmar has been leaving with me and my familysiewven years
now and Goldy for one year. Which are your favoaitémals?

About painting - all of my paintings and drawingspénd on how | fell in that moment (and some véfifeiint).

Hope to here from you soon, Ada

Hi Ada,

really nice to hear from you again!

Yes, you're right, | like cats, as well as mosthaf other animals. Exceptions are creepy crawkesspiders, but |
guess that's something | share with lots of otins.g;) Do you have other favourite animals agarytn cats?

Do you have holidays right now, too? I'm stayindp@me this time while the rest of my family wenftTtorkey for ten
days. Do you travel a lot in your holidays, or dauprefer to stay at home?

Greetings from Germany, Esther
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Hi Esther,

We also have holidays now... our holiday start§tnApril and ends on 15th April. Usually | like tavel, but now I'll
be at a national contest in informatics (from tieiason | didn't had time to write about human sobcmus and other
things).Do you also have just one week of holiday?

About animals... as | all ready said | like catst balso like dogs very much and as you most efdther animals (and |
can't understand why some people just hate thétope to hear from you soon, Ada

Hi Ada,

We had two weeks of holiday; sadly, they're ovew iamd we have to go back to school again... :(

You are in an informatics competition? What do yawe to do, and how come you got into it? It défigi sounds like
an exciting alternative to travelling!

Just an idea, but would you like to continue E-mgilwith me even after the learning circle is ovidZeally love to!
Well, just let me know..Greetings from Jever, Esther

Elisabeth, Hanna, Jessica and Rica — Renars

Hello Renars from Latvia!

How are you? We are fine. We like your introductiea we want to talk with you about our lives wiven have
finished school. We want to speak with you aboutfature.

Our future will be very different. And we won't lre the same area, because we all want to do difféhéngs.

Hanna is very interested in study in(e.g.) Neptraier last school-years in England. Yes, Hantlegwito a boarding
school and after her school time, she wants toystuedicine in Nepal. At this moment, she wantsdah eye
specialist.

But Hanna isn't the only person, who will go to angl, Elisabeth will go, too. Do you want to gaatwother country,
too?

We hope, Elisabeth won't go forever (Hanna wanténigsh her school time there). So or so, Elisalvedints to study
journalism, law or maybe literature.... At this mamh, she thinks of studying in England, but shenhakecided, yet.
Law or journalism, this question stands for Rica, tSo she has the same favourites like Elisabethyithout a very
important detail! Rica won't go to England, USAsmr. She is going to finish her school time her¢hatMG (that is
our school).

Jessica also wants to finish her school time Hémeshe hasn’t decided yet, what she wants to dledriuture. She
goes to school happy, because she likes schodikascto meet her friends. Maybe she will studyaation or
medicine in Hamburg.

What do you want to do in the future? Have youthetsame ideas like us?

Bye, we are glad if you write, Jessica, Elisabethnna and Rica :)

Hi girls.

All weak i thinked what to answer. | will start aliany future.l can tell that | like wepons andlaiid off military
thing. So my future will be interesting and outstizug.l will be a military person. why? | like ahis from child days!
But first I must to finish midlle school. | hopeill travel to all over the wolrd in all kind of resions. Talking about
journalism,medicine and others its all nice, beeausrld need that kind of specialistics.Thoes ang my thoughts. |
wonder do you girls can tell me something abouglaxd feelings inside you!??And what about schoal AHow its
going?Renars from Latvia! :*

Hi Renars!

What's up? In 3 weeks or so is Easter. And Eastéddys.” Do you get something at Easter? In Gesnits a
tradition that (young) children search for Eas@ggs.. but we won't...:)

It is very interesting, all these things about waag but, aren’t you afraid ?It isn’t very safeit’sWe think we were in
our children’s time all extremely " girly". Donitnderstand us wrongly, but when we were young,giréssat in our
room or the living room in pink pyjamas and playeith Barbie, so we really like the reason, why yhwse "your"
job. There we can see the first difference, antighehy we made the learning circle, isn’t it?

Ok....back to your questions.....

Love is a feeling, which is super, great, power$tiipng, gentle but at the same time depresside skarp, and
horrible.

Love lets us see how others think and how they faégdt times in luck, next times in depressionst ®e won't fall in
depressions. In our group are two, who have atthment a boyfriend. They are super happy and loei life. We
hope their boys, too. And what about the love iasidu?

All'in all love is an important feeling in our ligethe main feeling, but there are more ( not sooomportant):

In school we are under stress, we have stressowitfamilies( normal stress), sometimes we coufdatound the
world, the next step we want to sleep.....theresarmany feelings inside us and we think you hheesame e.g. stress
with your family...don’t you?

We like to go to school, because we like the breaddsthe instruction, but only the topics becausehink not all are
committed enough or haven't the right educatiomaifions. What is about your teachers? Are theyational
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enough?

You said you want to travel around the world...egan Iraq or Afghanistan? At this moment thereZaf@ermans
kidnapped and the terror organisation al-Qaedéhbiaded Germany that our troops should go out gihahistan (
they are there to help to get a peaceful Afghaniatad to save them) or they will make terror attsiokGermany an d
will kill the two Germans. What do you think abat® Do you know that? or is it something new??

OK....

We will be happy ,if you answer fast as possibl&lisabeth, Hanna, Jessica and Rica :-* from Jever

Eastern Eastern !l Yes soon the Eastern come...now my mind is far dveay Eastern,I’m in sky thinking about
spring. | think its love ..no time for school ammhaputer, but more time with friends playing footlaid do more fun
things.

00..i almost forgot ..about the Afganistan and pthar staff.. | can tell that I'm a bit afraid ofath but | like to do
things like that..maybe I'm crazy..| don't knowf bar me its fun!! :* Renars from Latvia :)

Hi girls!! | have to make you sad, because i will have 1@ d#ajidays and | wont have time for ansvering. péagou
will understand me. | wish you girls nice Eastelydays and sunny days!!! Be back on 11 Aprit¢nars from Latvia!!

Hey Renars

We immediately checked out "Life is wonderful" fratason Mraz and it's really melodious! It remindofiJack
Johnson. Do you know/like him?

A typical German spring/summer song is from Wisg/§S1Es ist sommer, egal ob du schwitzt oder friendtat means
"It's summer, all the same if you sweat or freeze".

We will send you a link to it in YouTube.com if yduike to listen to it:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IEm8Dtw6EGM

Do you also prefer slow music in summer like reggatin-music like ska?

Yes, we have the same feelings like you in sprimfysummer. The first sunbeams remind us of the gjomelwe spent
last year's summer. Open-air swimming pools, caingssftanned skin and all these beautiful things.

What do you think about if you think of summer?

Which is your favourite season? What do you likeutt?

Enjoy the spring timeYours sincerely, Jessica, Rica, Elisabeth and Hanna

10. GLOBAL WARMING

Here in the German media we see it now very often.

Our politicians are occupied with it, too. For exyae they will start an attempt that should incesti® portion of
electricity made of wind up to 20%. But many of tAermans guess that even this is far too littlethf®dopic becomes
forgotten very often.

- What's this aspect like in your country?

- Do you also have ideas about that, and is iséime in your country that people think cars arebthgest problem?
- Sometimes also the Germans themselves pointurutass like Porsche or Mercedes are some of thet pudluting
cars, because they’'ve got the big motors etc....

- What do you think of countries that obviously toyblock and ignore the plans which are e.g. dised at Kyoto?

Please write back :).
cya. ;)Johanna, Florian, Inken and Lars S

As Johanna, Florian, Inken and Lars have already pmted out, global warming is literally a ,hot topic’ in
Germany. There is a lot of discussion on what to do abiatrid our federal chancellor Angela Merkel (wh&$
president this year) has stated that the greenlgasemissions could be strongly reduced, if omgrgecountry did its
part. Well, we won't conceal that the German gowant have failed to do their part until now — bt think it is a
step in the right direction.

We also think that blocking the Kyoto protcol —dithe USA and China do, for example - is very ¢exproductive,
since other countries really try to ,cool thingsadt — they simply can’t succeed if a big industmaltion like the USA
refuses to do something about their greenhousemasions! And their ,We’ll save the polar bearté&ssl“ seems to
be a bit lame on that background.

by Philip, Gert and Esther

Hi! My name is Farnam. This is my reply to your questions about Global Warming

Air pollution is a big common disaster in every nty nowadays. This causes lots of things sucHasafwarming,
respiratory illnesses and so on. Global warmingpkap when a special kind of gas doesn't let theauials go out.

In our country most politicians think that UsingJvRte Cars causes air pollution. The more peopdepublic
transferors, The less pollution will be injectedfie air.Because when people use public transféeessoil and gas will
be used. So less pollution will be injected inte #ir.

In order to use oil less in the cars as an enaygyce,our country's politic is trying to use nucleaergy. It can make a
large amount of energy by just being smashed once.
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Also you asked about the plans which are
discussed at Kyoto.

The United States, the world's largest
emitter of greenhouse gases, is not going
to ratify the Kyoto Protocol, but the
participation of the United States is vital.
Without the US participation, the

Protocol will not enter into force. The
Protocol has been designed in such a way
that the US alone has no veto over its
entry into force, but the US plus Russia
can block it. Beyond the procedural
formalities, this legal point reflects the
widely held conviction that, since the US
produces a quarter of global CO2
emissions, it must be a Party for the
Protocol to have any meaning.

Farnam, Farzanegan Zeynab
Educational Center Iran

*<<Indirectly, we are hurting
ourselves.>>*

I know it sounds paradoxal (I was
astonished when | read about it in a
cheap magazine), but it appears to be
true: it's very possible that the global
warming will help on starting of an ice
age in the next 100-150 years. **
*>>Will the global warming bring a
permanent winter?*

Well, that's what a big part of the
international scientific community

How the greenhouse effect works thinks. They say that if the weather will
continue to get warmer, Europe will

enter into a new ice age. * *

*>How can this be possible?*

The problem is the perturbation of the Gulf Stressaction mechanism; 'courseif.the Gulf Stream doesn't exist, then
warm weather doesn't exist either in the North Bard *

*>What is the **Gulf Stream**? *

The Gulf Stream is a strong ocean current, a waren*cflt originates in the Gulf of Mexico, goes tlugh the Strait of
Florida and follows the eastern coastlines of tingddl States and Newfoundland before crossing thentic Ocean.
The Gulf Stream influences the climate of the eassst of North America from Florida to Newfoundlaadd the west
coast of Europe.

The Gulf Stream transports about 1.4 petawatt®af, lequivalent to the output of 1 million poweatistns and 100
times the world energy demand. It transports watterrate of 30 million cubic meters per seconds\3&rdrups)

through the Florida Straits. After it passes Capéétas,
this rate increases to 80 million cubic metersga=ond.
The volume of the Gulf Stream dwarfs all riversttha
empty into the Atlantic combined, which barely tdi&
million cubic meters per second. It is weaker, hosve
than the Antarctic Circumpolar Current.

Typically, the Gulf Stream is 80-150 km wide an@®-80
1200 m deep. The current velocity is fastest near t
surface, with the maximum speed typically about/2 m
As it travels north, the warm water transportedhsy
Gulf Stream undergoes evaporative cooling and brine
exclusion. The cooling is wind driven: wind moviager
the water cools it and also causes evaporationinga
saltier brine. In this process, the water incre@saslinity
and density, and decreases in temperature. Thadeco
process involves the formation of sea ice, whikbiise

increases the salinity of the brine solution ahdréby, decreases its freezing point.
** S0, how can the global warming affect the *G@fream**?
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*There is some speculation that global warming daldcrease or shutdown thermohaline circulationtherkfore
reduce the North Atlantic Drift. This could triggecalised cooling in the North Atlantic and leadcboling, or lesser
warming, in that region, affecting in particulaepas like Scandinavia and Great Britain that areneadrby the North
Atlantic Drift. The chances of this occurring areclear. If the ice from the Polls would melt dowlmen the ocean's
salinity will decrease and this could disturb tledichte equilibrium of the phenomenon. And if thelfGstream's circle
would stop, then the climate of the European centis north coasts will dramatically modify. IcadatNorway,
England will be covered with ethernal ice.

** x>**Conclusions...* | don't know what a warm weagh could bring, but it's sure that an ice age wduidg the end
of many species, maybe, including humanity. Eithiéirhappen this century, or two million years fraraw, the ice
age will come and there's nothing we can do aliolthibugh, with the global warming is another stMye *can* stop
polluting our planet, we *can * stop cutting ourdsts, so we *can* stop the global warming. Thisnssthat we *can*
convince the ice age to linger for a while... | think should do it.

by Maria, Bucharest**

| think the fact that the gulf stream has influenceon the west of Europe shows on the one hand how complicated
the system of climate is on our planet and on therchand if you think a little further it showswstrong the
consequences can be if it would stop to flow. Témsson this planet play the biggest role in théesyof weather and
climate but we know less about it than about themd hat should be different but again it seem$ae have

ignored this in a way. To me this is the most bderthing of the climate change, that we shouldehsaen this but we
didn't. And now we know this was the mistake we enadt we don't even start now with anything reafigful. | am
not satisfied when | hear things are discussedilting really happens. How about you?

It was said a permanent winter will be set offloioat 100 years. | don't know if it makes anythiriffedent only
because this was written in a kind of cheap maga&ersonally | don't think so, either. But of amuthis makes me
sad, too.

Finally | just remembered that my parents are glagto install some solar cells on the roof of thusiness we've got. |
think this is a good start to take care of the mmrment but it's only a drop falling onto the himiree. What do you
think about this? Please give me reasons for ypimian, too.

greetings, Lars.

*Hi friends,*

In my country the global warming has many effe@®me of the effects are

1. *absence of snow;*

2. *the presence of 2 seasons, one is hot andtiee one is cold; *

3. *winter isn't as cold as it was before ;*

*In Romania, the Global Warming causes each ydar @ damages. For example, last year, in 200@re were a lot
of floods. There were thousands of people , whbthesr houses, their fortune.*

*Also, the Global Warming puts its "finger printhahe seasons in my country.*

*|t were 4 seasons in Romania: spring, summer,raatand winter. Nowadays, there are just 2 seasbadiot season
and the cold season.*

*| think the pollution and has a very strong impantthe Global Warming. *

*These is one of my point of views about the Glo&rming. *

*| have some questions for you:*

*1. Does Global Warming have effects in your coy®tr

*2. Tell me about the climate in your country.*

*3. Do you think there are solutions or we can fauine? "*

*We expect questions and answers from you.*

with interest**, Oana and Matei, Romania

Hi Oana, Hi Matei,

Okay, one after another. To start with me - my n&@ners Schrage, | live in Friedeburg (a villagkieh is even
smaller but nicer than Jever :P), | do snowboar@yeg | am currently in a region where this is flssas | said
somewhere else but more to that later...) andskateboarding and at least | can say about my péhsat I'm 15 years
old.

The climate in our country is quite mixed but Intkin general it's not extreme and soft. So it’sadibecause we have
the mountains in the south and the seastli- and south-in the north. Sometimes the north is a bit cottian the
south. But | like our region.

More about the climate | can tell the best by deguy the more or less obvious effects of globatmiag here. To start
with the most horrible one for me: We don't haveuggh snow in the mountains. Okay, | have to adntiaé never
been very usual that in the south of Germany isighenow left to do snowboarding in the ester vanat But the last
years we always drove only 20 kilometers more ¢ostbuth and it was possible to have your fun. ' possible this
year. The region where | am here, called Stubw@itasually called secure for snow until July!

Also the winters in my region, at the north are a®iong and cold as 20 years ago. These daysoydd always walk
on the deeply frozen Ems-Jade-Kanal for examplesimge 10 years that doesn't take place anymoreodjocan say
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this is not caused by the global warming.

After my opinion there is no solution to stop tHelgl warming any more. Nothing is going to be abl@revent our
planet from extreme changes, maybe we can savebtimewherefore?

Honestly, wasn't it usual for this planet to falid ice-ages sometimes?

So far we have just accelerated the process. Qkbyeloped this opinion only 2 days ago, but lanfddent with it.

| think what we have to do is finding solutionsgiet energy without pollution, with an higher eféocy. For example
solar cells. The ones we know today are only to 8 percent efficient as far as | know. If they wbhbe more efficient
they could become really comfortable.

What do you think about power plants which workhaitind?

Here in Germany it's planned (or maybe even statteluild them also off-shore, because in the cgeas there is a
lot more wind. Does that make sense?

We already know them in our region. You see thery eéen. You too?

So | hope | satisfied your concerns so far ;)

greetings, Lars S

| think global warming is an important topic today. Every member of the Federal Parliament or sorergiolitical
assemblies think about the consequences. Theytwémwer the pollution of the air and want to chartige cars to be
less harmful to the environment. Of course it'saaggrous problem for the whole world and the espsatd that the
global warming will change the earth dramaticatiyhie next 30 years.

Lena from Germany

It is a big problem in our country, too and we also have many plans for it. For examg are changing our cars too
using gas instead benzene. Because we also ttahkals are the biggest problem. Nowadays we ofteth about the
effects of global warming in commercials and incahwe read about it in chemistry and have a bigisar about
global warming. | hope that our seminar will giveog information about this point.

Saba, Tehran

Dear Saba,

please give us the information you got out of #gminar, too. :)

What do you mean exactly when you say you are chgrige "old" benzene cars into gas powered olsetbfat going
to happen with every car?

We have this opportunity, too. But here in Germasyonly done because it's cheaper...and besithisk that gas is
no solution, either.

I've heard many things about hydrogen. This woldlzompletely neutral fuel concerning the envirenmSeveral
buses in cities are already using this technolBgy.for me, this development goes much too slowly.

Apparently it's like | said even before: there éry much discussed but nothing happens.

| would like to know if you know about windmills iheheran! | mean those ones which produce eldgtrigiou also
have them in Iran?

greetings from Germany, Lars

"Would you please turn

off the light? We have to
live environmental-
friendly!" That's what you
hear daily. Everywhere.
Especially the media fire
warnings at the people who
begin to worry and think of
apocalypse every day and
make their will.

But what's behind? The
catastrophe will be there,
nobody can avoid this, it's
decided. Even diverse
religions do tell something
like this. But is humanity
able to delay the end of the
world? How?

So what kind of information
do all the reports and
discussions give us? We'll see what the future will bring
The temperature climbs. It's
getting warmer - global warming. This causes thatite melts and the water level is rising. Resarksfloods, storms,
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etc.. The whole climate gets unbalanced. To recdlierweather will be even more extreme.

The vegetation also will change. If the temperatiges a little, this will cause immense conseqasran the nature
and its animals.

So to slow down the process, which has alreadyrefe people have to live environmental-friendtinally the
human being is the main factor of the actual sitmatt developed all the cars and polluting thin§e we have to make
up for it.

The politicians tell us to save current, heat amergy in general. But they are not that very coaivig, when they drive
their saloon car. But this is the point:

We have to change our values about this. Somegiafis already represent this view. You don't sipawer with
expensive cars, only financial power. But even nioygortant and really cool is to practise what yellother people.
Take the bike instead of a monster. And here istemgoint: If we all work together we can achieeenething. So
every one of you is responsible for how it goes¥wou decide whether you want to support the caiphi or not.
Rica, Jever

Our World in 50 years

| woke up at five a clock in the morning. | opemad eyes and tried to look out of the window. Butiasally we had a
desert-storm and | couldn't see anything. | goangh moved slowly to the bathroom. After nearly @tnutes | had
finished and went upstairs to the kitchen. | labkeo the freezer, but it was empty again. Sodidkd to drive to the
next supermarket. | put on my shoes, took my kegsveent to my car. | thought it would be very difflt to go to the
next market as the storm didn’t move away from harfew years ago | couldn’t imagine having destarms here in
Germany, but today it's usual for this countrynéarly 50 years Germany became a big desert vithad mountains.
Many people didn't survive the global warming ie thst 50 years. It became very hot and most of¢lgetation has
no chance to survive in this country until nowgdt very difficult to have farms, because we didrdtze much water
any more. The oceans became hot, too, and mangliéshforever. We had to build our houses highrughe
mountains because in the valleys the storms sstdag. Only a few people live there, because they't have
enough money to live in the mountains. | had duok in my live. As the climate began to change payents went to
the North-Sea, because in this area then climaegshso much as in the other areas. Here up thte-Sen people are
able to live a normal live. We are able to breedssand sheep and so on, but this isn't very easause the food for
the animals is very scarce ,so we're only ablereed little flocks. Another problem is to get egbwvater for the
animals. The resources are very scarce, too andniypthe cows need to drink. At the North-SeadHhere nearly
50000 people. If someone had read this 50 yearshegwould have said that isn't very much but nayadit's more
than enough. It's very difficult to provide all #eepeople with enough to eat and drink. A few dtrygo fish in the
sea, but that isn't only difficult, that's very danous, too. The water has a temperature of n2artjegrees, so many
fish aren't able to survive. Only a few fish livethe sea, and there are some methods to catch Tieme is only one
big and dangerous problem. . . the great whiteksHianas good living conditions here in the No8ka. In the other
oceans the temperature is to high for it. We hadhamces to go swimming to feel better becausesad ivarm day in
summer. It's too dangerous. We're not able to deesiting. they are to many and they don't have eméuad, either,
they eat everything they find and | mean reallyrgtleng. . . .

To live in this world is a big challenge. Thore Kickler, Jever

In 30 years our country will be very bad because the world will be hot and the first af@ssion will become the
country. There will be no arable land for fruitsdaregetables, no grass for the animals, no foodaatdr for animals
and us. It will be a bad time. There will be hunigethe world.

Besides the glaciers in the world are melting thatsecond of succession will become the melted swobig that the
sea level of the whole world will rise over 20 nastrThe whole arctis will be flooded over 7 metfeseenland will be
over 6 metres and so on. The rich countries wititieect higher dikes, food and water for the peobplg,what will the
poor countries do? will the population of the poountries die? the third succession will becomebigeanimal plant
death. The fourth succession will become the végyhunderstorm, the big floods and the very bigpdirous drought.
(I heard this information on TV). Lars B., Jever

The world's end!

The world is ending, | can see. can't imagine it's our fault that we are dying.
The people, who can are just trying flee Is it a problem starting in our past

But there is nothing, nothing | see, or one of the future coming so fast?

Why are these people just trying to flee? If our grand-parents hadn't developed them
No way out here, no solution we won't drive cars now

but what can we do? Why are they complaining then?

Stopping the mass-production? The world is ending, yes | can see,

People are laughing, they can't believe but why aren't we just starting to flee?
politicians are discussing: there can't help afthie Should be something like a poem;)

"Who has done this to us?" a woman is crying Think about it... Greetings Marlen, Jever
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11. FEAR OF DEATH/LIFE AFTER DEATH.

Although we don't like to admit it, one day ourdlifvill end.

- How do you feel about it?

- Are you afraid of death?

- and if you are, where does it come from?

- So,... we think it's because death is somethimgettain. As if you fall into a big, deep hole arali don’t know what
will be there at the end. That's exactly the righestion, it's sure that

- There will be something after life. But What?!?

- Rebirth?

- A kind of paradise?

- Our just nothing, like an endless sleep without dream?

- Yes, you get afraid of it ,but it's importantttiink about death, because: what is life witho®t it
Michelle, Julia, Marlen and Mareike

Hi dear friends,

I'm Saba Mokhtary. My religion is Islam and | lokel believe it's most complete religion. | live Tehran (The capital
of Iran) and it's my honor that | live in Iran. Ndim 14 years old and study in 9th grade.

I'm glad to talk with you.l will win even in death. SABA

Hey Sabal!

We are interested in your religion, because thexgramny prejudices in Germany about Islam.

Also to us it's not normal that the religion isiagortant as it is to you. We are interested in tibareligion influences
your life. Do you have any family-rituals like piag before dinner or anything else?

We had a problem to understand your sentence I'winil even in death". Is it just a motto or doekatve any deeper
sense? Does it mean there will be something aitelife on earth? What do you think will it be likéAnd also there is
a problem with this little word "even". You meanwwin now and will also win in death? What is ituywin In or
With? and who is the loser, because there carjiidtenvinners! It's like the thing with good and badthout good - no
bad; without bad - no good. So see without losers winners! Is there something like a battle fa Which will
continue in death? If that's right: what is thidtaabout?! But in a way we think your statemegn Blso a good point
of view. It shows that you aren’t afraid of deatidavhat will happen then. Perhaps you are a stginhgyith a strong
personality. Do you know what will happen to yoteafleath? We don’t know what will happen thent'sharobably a
reason which makes it hard to understand what gal s

Perhaps all this sounds a bit critical, but it dtai, it's just a way to get some information =)

We really hope you will write back soon and if yiike to get some information about us, look at iodros!!!

greetings from Germany, Julia, Mareike, Michellé&v&rlen from Jever

Hi Julia, Mareike, Michelle and Marlen:

I'm so glad to talk with you and it's interestimgainswer to your questions.

I have many friends and | love to spend my timéhwhem but | haven't got boy friend. In fact, mayboy friend in
my age is not usual in my country at all.

So now you more important questions:

Islam is the religion of peace and mercy. Islainased on monotheism and says that the entire geivgcreated by
the one God that has all of the good closes. Gtabladl of his creatures in everywhere and evengtiGod loves all
of us and hasn't created us vainly. After this slif@rin earth, there is a never ending life irrgadise or hell. All of
works in earth make our paradise or our hell. $omdgells us all of the good and bad works and sagswhich ones
can help us reach paradise and which ones cdatn Is the best way for us to get to the best nerding life and also
having a good and happy life in this world but we @ery hopefull about our sins, too. Because wankthat God is
too kind and if we don't do them again, God wiligwe us.

| say about Islam as a woman and know that Islarasgivomen the most value and lets them to haw Hile places
that they want. Islam also understands women'staenfeelings and respect to them.

I love Islam and suggest you to read more aboMatybe you like it, too.

| think that | also answered you about death, aifter it and my standard. So now | will be gladdad your opinions.
I hope to win even in death. Saba

We know we will die at last.

At first | want to write about our religion themilll explain about death, fear of death and lifeeafieath. We are
Muslim and believe in God and we believe that thiem@nother life after death. Muslims believe tifitttere wasn’t
another life after death life and everything irsthiorld were in vain and meaningless.

We think this word is a place that is transient andther life after death is perpetuity.

We never fear of death because we know if we aideal and good person we will be happy and satisfyoth world
and will be in a beautiful paradise after deattiitten by Elham Shams Tehran, Iran
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Dear Michelle , Julia , Marlen and Mareike ...

| am glad to talk about death with you .

| am afraid of death like the others but actualiyr afraid of myself.

| believe that there is the second life after thiésdo, an endless world. And | believe that theustrbe something that
is expecting us! our goodness or our badness !!

| know that every one will be punished or will tankful.

Every body chooses his way to live, good or badysa@an make our life beautiful or terrible, whynttave make it
right? And if we make our life good there will bgaradise expecting us in the other world but ifmaake our lift
wrong there will be a hot fire expecting us!!

Fear of death is about our deeds, so good or sb Aad we make our paradise or our hell.

Paradise or hell are not a real place which wesegthem, they are inside us.

The fire is kindled from inside us and we don’t argtand.

Every day we are planting a flower or lighting eefi

You see, every thing is being done by us!

In death there is no chance, no accident and rapestt comes with a minute design to kill us, wekethe design.
If you are a good man the design will be beautifud enjoyment but if you are not, the design wélirbore horrible
than you think !!

Death is rebirthing and you will start a new lij®u can not imagine it because you ask where fiégsliand the answer
is just: inside you.

| will be glad to talk more about death with you.

Niloufar from Farzanegan Zeynab High School,lran

My personal opinion of the "life after death" topic is that there is nothing waiting for us after ave. First of all if
it's "after death" it's not possible to be lifeadit If we believe that there is a place where weaaafter we die, a
paradise or heaven, then we are doing our best teetter with the others because we would likeottoghat place. If
he is right than we are the winners, but if wevareng then it's possible that we have wasted otireelives. | just
want to say that it's up to us to decide what veegming to do, but we must have in mind that onghefoptions is the
wrong one.

By Paul, Bucharest

Hi Paul in Bucharest

To your opinion about life after death: tricky tac:).

You wrote your text in a good rational way. | wolike to add one of my personal attitudes whicalso that kind of
rational.

Also you said we've got to keep in mind one ofdpé&ons is wrong (either live as if there's no kféeer death or live in
a good, maybe Christian way, to not come to hdltbineaven). So, even if it's complete non-sehaethere is a
paradise or so why shouldn't we live in this go@yWOkay, if there's no heaven then it doesn't raakedifference at
all but if there's this kind of youngest court gl made 'a good job' down on earth be happy!

Paul, which did you choose so far?

greetings, Lars S.

Hello Lars S. from Jever

| really liked your personal attitude on this topitd | totally agree.

What | really wanted to say was that we could doemwaith our lives if we would know for sure if theeis something
waiting for us after we die.

At this moment | didn't decide what | am going &iéve, but | think it is obvious that | have chode do good things
in my life. Even if there isn't anything after thife | believe that nobody wants to be bad.

It is possible that a third option could exist. Eaample if a person thinks that there is no "difier death", but he lives
his life properly, if there is something like havdian it is possible that he will go to that place.

| hope that answers your question.

Looking forward to hearing from you. Paul, Buchstre

You proposed an interesting theme "the life after éath". What | think about the life after death ?, | thimiany
things and | have many theories about it . 'mswaired of death on the contrary , I'm curious andrit to find out
where are our souls going, but | must wait for thany years...I hope...

| think that after death our souls are going idace with happiness, somewhere in nature and #aoprinant color is
green. There you don' t feel the need for food ptiasic is soothing, people are dressed with whdithes and they live
in harmony with the animals.*

What do you think about my opinion* *and where dmuythink our souls go after death?*

Do you think that the lady with scythe exists?*

By Oana, Romania*
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Hi Oana!

Your view on death gives me the impression of aliegbaradise. It seems as if you see death asihenedo you
think hell exists, too?

You wrote you weren't afraid of being dead but tigou fear the process of dying? Aren't you afidiguffering for a
long time from a very hurting disease?

| wish you joyful Easter holidays, Hanna, Germany

To Oana in Bucharest - Life after death

In a way | have to agree with Hanna. To say thstlbar questions really fit. Especially the poihadong lasting
painful disease is quite capable of developmentagtually read a book called ‘But not for the &xdr' by Helmut
Jung, and where | am currently reading in this bigabout his experiences at the eastern fronhylitlass test you
can also find my idea of soldiers concerning th#itudes about. Now | would like to tell what Heltdung writes in
his book.

What sticks in my mind is the sentence: 'Deathésanly thing that liberates you from the fronté &ihd his comrades
knew exactly what they had to expect in case adriglrisoners by the Russians. So, to avoid thigwee always on
the lookout for at least one grenade which shoalthie last one you use in your life then...Thistnmase been horrible
on one hand but on the other this kind of simpieking was necessary to survive. As a soldier kg of fear of
death takes you there. To survive you fight hatden your opponents and surviving means the ottiers

I have only 5 minutes left of my hour. | had to gakuros for that so f*** off T-Online!

| would be happy to read answers or anything ¢lgaess this situation of war and everything arotirad is a good
topic itself, so... keep on keeping on.

greetings from Mittenwald, Lars S

Hello. My name is Adrian and | want to tell you mytheory about life after death Personally | don't believe in life
after death. From "life after death" | understamak there is a spirit in each of us that will laier we die. | don't think
that that spirit exists. It is an affirmation tltan't be demonstrated. People have cloned aningi$? It is said that
people are some special animals, right( they diena entities.)?From here it results that ité&wpossible to clone, to
create human entities. But when such a clone wiltiteated it won't have a spirit. It will be a cagya real-born
human. This may be the cause for not creating huiwares yet, or at least.. we don't know aboytRroving that
there isn't any spirit inside of us, that therétiany life after death will annoy a lot of peopier example the church.
Ok..this is only my opinion...you don't have toegmwith it.. but | want to know your opinions too.

So.. do you think that life after death existstas ia church's belief?

Adrian, Romania

My personal opinion is that there is no life afterdeath. | think that this concept was invented by humlang ago,
because they were too afraid of dying. The liferafteath concept was also used as an instrumengbhy religions to
persuade the people to do good deeds in the exelwdraptaining a peaceful life after death.

| also think that people don't really believe fiie lafter death, even if they say they do, becausg dre too afraid of
dying. If life after death really exists how comesgybody is afraid of dying and no one found a whgoming back to
life after passing out?

The fact is that nobody knows for sure. It depemisvhat each of us wants to believe.

Nitu Razvan, Bucharest

Everyone of us might have made experiences with diaeither through friends and families, through stexsgr
through pets.

Everyone has his or her own strategy to deal witiny someone you might have loved.

The decisive event that might have influenced mipiop about death was both my brothers death. Bedore there
had always been these questions in my mind: Whéiyed die? How will it feel like? What will happeafter | die?
Will | meet my beloved? And so on and so on...

When my brother Bernd died first it was a slap rigio my face. | couldn't believe it and | criekidl mad. My other
brother being still alive gave me hope so it hitenen harder when he left, too.

In all this mess of hurt feelings, anger and desgar | needed help. | didn't know anyone to talkitecause my
parents burst into tears again as soon as theetapping.

On the internet | found a forum called "Living wailt you". There | got to know sisters and brotiveine had lost their
siblings, too.

It's a special forum for family members who hava kheir children or siblings so | could open myseld talk openly.
Everyone there had a different concept of death| bould identify myself best with those who thitilere's something
after life.

| don't believe in any religion nor have any ided&od but after | have read many books I'm suegetlis something
where | will meet everyone | loved again. We wdim& in a world as our present world nor will bernd&ring around
in our bodies but | think everyone will be a waight feeling warm and satisfied.

It will be like paradise but not like the idea afdven or hell which some people have.

At least | can't be sure 100% so there's a liitleffear left. Especially because dying itselfidse a very nasty and
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dirty thing.

My biggest fear is leaving behind those who love Mg parents couldn't bear losing another childransoulmates
would be hurt like hell, too.

At least | hope | won't wake up one day wonderifgwhe red man is who calls himself "the devil"...

Hanna, Jever

Fear of death/Life after death

This is a very interesting theme. What happens d#tath? But there is another question. What happethe moment
of death? Do we have a soul which leaves our badytiavels into a different dimension? Well, | thio die is not
bad. Sometimes the minutes before you die are whesedeath.

When you feel pain, death takes you away. So fisane reason to be scared of death. Wherever ypwigerever you
are, death will find you (would find you?). But WHAappens after death? Rebirth? Maybe. Some kipéuafdise?
Maybe. But when there is a paradise, what is &%ilAll humans have different concepts or ideaspdradise. Is the
paradise a green island in the crystal clear bf@@ndless ocean? Is it a mountainous land veiltgful forests? Or
the (in the Christian world) normal imaginationhafaven? With angels, light and clouds? But whyragiae? There
are many bad humans. Do all humans get into a {z&aat just the "good" humans? Do the bad goyistg something
like hell? But what is good and what is bad? Theistians? Those humans who go with fire and staelthe middle
east (crusades, Irag-war)? George W. Bush in h@aDefinitely not.

| think the imagination of rebirth is good. Like lindia, where they say, a good human goes outeoétidless circle of
rebirth and goes into the endless sleep. The biln@ans are reborn. But there is one question ag4HAT IS
GOOD? Questions over questions and no one can artiseva.

By Sdren, Jever

Everyone thinks at least once in his life about hideath or death in general and what will happen afteBitt no one
knows what will happen after it? All religions gius their answer to this question, but which ormégist? Is there
anything like a rebirth or any kind of paradise?dmows? Maybe this is the reason why so manypepl@fraid of
their death. Not to konw what will happen makesrglvedy of us feel uneasy. It is like the fear adrichess. People are
only afraid of it, because they don’t know whaaisund them and because they can’t see what oaill biappen to
them in the darkness. So they would not be affaitely saw what is around them and what could happéhem. So
people would not be afraid of their death if theypWw what would happen. But if we knew what woulgpen with us
after would not everyone be more afraid than bé&e@ed would it not also make us to be afraid towwehen we have
to die? Without knowing all this you will always\eathe hope that you will live as long as you wardénd that death
will be as you want it to be.

No one can say what the future will bring to us andne knows what will happen after death. Thesdwo things,
which maybe will never change. But isn't this thaod thing in it? To know that you will never kn@wmething, gives
you the chance to decide it on your own at leasafevhile.

Elisabeth, Jever

When | think about my future this always ends withthe thought when | am probably going to die The plans of
what kind of job | want to achieve or where I'delito build a house or whatever - aren't they adbittive in a way?
What about my money, for example? Was it a goods@tacto save it and leave it at my bank accoumtn what
sense did that have if I'm going to die next weakay.

But in the next moment it's always good to let@p&mism have a victory in your mind. The storylwihy money |
think stands for one kind of things we can do inlda. Those ones which we should do if we thiok And even if I'd
have died the week after, | couldn't have changadyiway. Therefore, if | just survived | will béla to buy a car or
anything else with my saved money.

So you see, the question of when we are goingetdasdit least for me connected with a lot of siare which are part
of nearly every day. | don't think that | am afraidmy personal death. Not if | think about it whesit here in my
classroom writing this text. Fascinating about tiugstion is that if you think about a situatiorwihich your life is in
trouble everybody with a healthy consciousness @dol everything to avoid dying, sometimes evetisfrieccesary to
let somebody else die therefore. So generallytiiigo survive is part of every human, and it aués especially in
dangerous situations as this kind of being afrauiia a way hysteric or desperate. Imagine a soidiease of war, it
must be horrible.

If a soldier dies at the frontlines it is alwaysrsihing very painful for the parents, or maybe wiaed children.
They'll only receive a letter made up very herbiatthe died for something good but after that dimdyfact that this
was in vain and not useful remains.

The effects and consequences after someone haalg@dccupy in a very intense way. For both casdger if maybe
| don't die maybe my parents for example die. éfytdid | would be very sad (and probably they eilen before I'm
going to) and this affects me more than the thoo§imty own death. But also, even if this may soued; self-
considered, | don't like anybody to feel bad whéave died. | don't know why but for me this is stining
superfluous.

Probably it's because | guess or at least hope thesome kind of paradise waiting for me. The @natescribes that
well, I think. In your life after death, of courséyou were a 'good' personality, you don't evamehto say your wishes.
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Just the moment that you think it it's already ¢h&oesn't that sound good? To me it does, analstsreason enough
to believe in God(, or Allah). Call him as you wamt | have not yet decided which religion | prefeunt I'll think about
it and discuss it quite often especially with mstai. She converted Islam a few years ago. Anywthink and believe
there's a paradise and therefore | believe in Goldy to be a nice boy. As | said, | try. And toint this theory out in
a very rationalized way - if there's this paradifier death and | was good enough to get in theam Ibe happy. If that
was all rubish and there's perhaps nothing, | couldive changed it anymore anyway. Remember ¢ing with my
money on the bank account. These two are in a yagle

| think | have already started writing about Redigiand so | finish with the topic death and stath\Religion.

As | said | believe in God but | still look for thigght religion. As | also said a big influence cesrfrom my sister she's
a Muslim. | don't go to church. | am just a memberthe paper, a paper tiger. | think the Christikras in the church
haven't got much to do with the Religion itself €Triest just thinks about certain topics at homethen he tells his
ideas considering this and that what's writterhaltible that Sunday in church. And why shall telisto somebody's
personal interpretation of things?

That's not helpful in my eyes. In fact | tried litufailed tragically.

In addition, my grandfather always said for belgyin God there's no need to go to church and Igaue money there
every Sunday. | think God recognizes us alwaysveatyeplace. Not only in church.

God knows what your real intentions are about aidl the one who knows what you are really likeleast this is
something that every member of my family thinkst fau my father for example the most fascinatinigghis our
planet, our nature. he indeed connects that maktrefigion as a part of our everyday life. And sgimes we have
discussions about the creation of the earth, tieams and also the universe.

So | rather write about the universe now.

When you think about it | guess the big still unkmofact is how it came into existence. Some thaos&y it came out
of only one atom. But where did this atom come fPavieybe God.

And then you'll probably also ask yourself how ggnike our planet could develop, and if that ellty happened by
chance. We will probably never know the answeh#d.t

Lars, Jever

Fear of death may be because of lack of inadequataowledge about it All prophets are messenger of God and
their mission is to warn you of God’s severe pumsht and give you the tiding of God’s reward fag faithful .Our
soul must answer the question about all our tasiisarks after death.

About me :

Our religion is Islam . And our prophet is the Ipstphet Mohammad (peas be upon him and his deanrie is
prophet of mercy .According to our beliefs ourggln has five fundamental principles that any Moseshould
research about them with certainty. Without thése ffrinciples anyone is not considered as Mosléne of them is
belief of hereafter that there are several philbsm & rational reasons for documentation offiydu want to alert
about these informations you should refer to Istaraferences in related books & webs.

Zahra Nobakht Farzanegan Zeynab Educational Cefltelnran

| am afraid of death. We think that in that life we will see all of theactions of our works in this life and no one is
with no mistake so | scare of it. After this shiife in this world we have a never-ending life iarpdise or hell that our
works in this world make that. By the way we kndwattGod is too kind so we are hopeful about forgjwur sins too.
So we can say nothing. Expect we hope to win enveleath.

Saba, Farzanegan Zeynab Educational Center, Tehran

Death is something of the most exciting thingfiecause it happens every day and in addition to tlva don't know
what will be after death!

This causes that many people are afraid of dying.

In former times diverse people already thought &iiaand developed the death cult.

It's so special, people try to explain this. Im&giwe are some kind of special. The animals anediin the natural
environment and we were able to develop a languadmjild cars, houses, etc. | can't really belithat we should
descend from monkeys, whatever.

We have got many theories, what might happen aféehave passed away.

To give you an interesting scientific aspect:

There exist studies about people, who were clijicldad. These men and women were questioned albait
happened.

Amazing how many people made the same experieneg! Mopular is the tunnel with the light at the emdhe life
passing very fast in pictures or as a kind of fiBome also had the feeling of hovering in the redmre they actually
lay. They saw the people from a different perspectind heard them talking. Some people also cacietbdife,
because they felt, they still had to settle a matteearth, hadn't finished with life yet.

| can't imagine that we just die and everythingusr. Even when it sounds silly, there has to lmeetbing left. We
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can't explain everything through science. | thinére is something more. | have got concepts oflifer death
concerning Christianity and | am not afraid oHbwever, people have their own opinion about it asgou can see,
religions caused lots of conflicts, e.g. in the MalEast. But still, this will be one of the mostportant things in our
life, because it affects everyone of you, becauseybody will die some day.

Rica, Jever

Life in a different world

His name is Brian. He is a young boy who lives iatfama. But there is a little problem, he live$ig own world, not
quite a perfect world.

Sometimes he wakes up in an area of big light stse#&\nd then he feels as if he is new born, isntialievable???
Usually he meets all his friends in an pub neabataa. There he tells his friends about his problanasthat’'s why
they think Brian is really a psycho.

But one of his friends wants to help Brian, andBsian goes with Lara to a physician. Brian knowest the feels in
trouble if he tells that he must go to a physiclzecause everyone would laugh about this situainmhso it's quite a
bad situation.

One day later at 10 am.

Brian isn’t at school but he is also not at homis. drrlfriend Lara thinks that he is at a physics&aone more time,
maybe because he had to fight again with his progldut that isn't the case.

After school Lara searches for Brian. So Lara ghischouse in Alabama. She rings... no one goesetdalor. Then
she goes around the house, looks to the garden.pond

Her eyes show a bit of panic and she doesn’t knbatwhe feels. A bit of rage, despair and shocKiddeon the
ground behind the pond without any reactions &g ifs dead. Immediately she tells the police etémgtabout this
day. And Brian went to a hospital near Alabama. Gmer later Brian wakes up and Lara sits direcéytrio him.
Brian says that he knows what is up with him. Hgsghat he is sometimes in a different world.

No one knows about this world. A world without pledms with persons who really help me in each sitnatOr
instance, they want to give me a new heart whidfeating louder and louder... Then a wonderful persones in and
tells me that | must wake up.

And now | am here in an hospital and | am so happy...

Lara thinks a moment and then she knows...

...that is the life after death.

After death you are in a perfect world and aftem yake up, you are again in your world maybe asva person...
The End !!! Florian, Jever

lan and his mother

This story deals with a young boy called lan. lasw9 years old and lived in Oklahoma. He wentightbchool five
kilometres away from home and there he usuallyatiétis friends because they all lived in otherioeg which were
bit directly located in the neighbourhood. lan kdatehool and would have already refused it if highrar hadn’t been
there. She was 54 years old and divorced. She &ddme trouble a couple of months before in Hatioaship. lan
missed his father and therefore he was perpetumdybad mood. As his brother who was 23 yeardattlleft home in
order to find a job in Green Apple lan lived alomi¢gh his mother. He didn’t really like her at aficitherefore he felt as
if he was placed in solitude. His friends weredeamay so that it was not possible to visit themdatay. His life became
more and more depressing and his mother oftegdiéty because she didn't earn a lot of money.dswlifficult for

her so she often tried to find work but her eduraieemed to be a thorn in the eyes of the empliyeas hardly
achievable and when she got an offer she needadve to a bigger city where the costs for any hause very high.
One day his mother Rachel talked to lan, “Well,, ou know my income is quite small and it bothaies...” “Yeah, |
know... that bothers me too, you smoke too much...”s)Yand | tried it several times to leave it anddge the money
but | don't get it...” “You're weak, said lan in a st voice and in a bad tempered way. “I have toytal that I'm
getting in trouble with my employer... you know thiae been ill quite often in the last weeks and Mmbers started
a conversation with me yesterday. He said thatltbaadmit that | was getting old... he would ratsee me working
harder because | am too slow...” lan’s face wasrgjaat the ground. Then he looked up again to hidenp“Mom,
why can't | give up school and start working? Yowlv | hate attending it. Then we would have e

asier circumstances and we wouldn't have finarmiablems anymore.” Rachel looked at her son. Steetiaaking
about it but still she was determined, “No, lanuMaill continue your education.” “But mom!”. lan ghted but at that
moment she turned her back to him and left the rdanis rage grew as well as his hatred for hishentHe wanted to
go working and earn some money. The next day latewp in the morning as usual. He first went tolihghroom and
afterwards he entered the kitchen where his mumalvaady sitting with a cup of coffee in her rigiand. The
memory of the day was engraved in her face’s esprsShe looked sad and mirthless and didn't takmk at her
son. lan went to school by bus. When he arrivedesfiiends of his waited to see him, “Hey lan, how gou?”, said
peter. “Well, basically not that good, you know, fayher and my mother are divorced and circumst&beeome more
and more fierce” “Sounds bad. I'm sorry for thatitBhave a great idea. Have you heard of the tstaee tonight?”
“What? Tonight? Where?” “It ‘s a drag race anduitedy blows your mind. It's located at south baganthe center of
the city. Maybe we can go there with Ann and Su$&why not,” lan said and grinned a bit. “But igngat illegal?”
“Of course it is,” Peter laughed. “But thereforeuy@an win a lot of money” lan was deep in thougHis.imagined
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sitting in a racing car and winning the tournamemi earning 10000 dollars. The same day in theiegean went
with Peter, Ann and Susan to the place where thg drce was to be. A big crowd of people was standehind six
cars which were almost completely destroyed ane galvad impression. lan and Susan laughed anddstartalk,
“How stupid do you need to be to risk your life vthese unsafe cars. “But the award is a high Sumooey, | mean
10000 dollars...” Suddenly lan asked Peter, “What?000D dollars?” lan thought about his mother andfiher
nancial problems. “Can | still join the race?” “@durse you can... do you want to?! Remember, it'sag dace...
that’s really dangerous... to be honest with youpuld not recommend you to do it, it's also called tace of death.”
“I am not afraid to die... | rather want to do thisiead of continue my life like this” lan went tetman who seemed
to be the organizer. After a while lan was sittinginother car. For him it was not scaring to de thce but he was
wrong. When the green light appeared the sevendisaippeared immediately so that Peter, Ann andrScsuldn’t
see lan in his car anymore, they just saw somengsavéng towards the horizon. Suddenly Susan gbibals “Oh my
god, look!” One car turned itself over several tinaad landed off the racing track. The mood ofcttesvded people
changed into a tranquil one. Silence appeared @ma Beter, Ann and Susan got to know that the datéhe car was
lan. He then was sent to hospital but unfortunatelgid not survive this tragic accident. He digfler a week Peter,
Ann and Susan visited Rachel. When she openedothresthe was looking as if she hadn't slept the triigifiore. The
three friends consoled her. But it was hard, shadcoot speak a sentence without bursting intostégine said that she
never expected lan to do something like this, tiutpht he valued life as something precious”. Bt lshd been wrong
about him...

by Christian Lindemann, Jever

Newspaper-article

"l was there 300 years ago"

Susan Witherspoon was an Inuit.

Summer 2006:Susan Witherspoon booked a flight e@and. Why? She was interested and she had atérioys
connection” with the land. And now, she knows lieTirst days there were so strange, because plaag their
toured, she knew.

Suddenly Susan saw a little girl, who drank blo@d.Susan’s tongue came the feeling of drinkingaflbed on her
own." at that moment | knew | had been here befawenot in this life!”

Susan tried to find old books with names of peodplg,nobody had anything like that. So she wert tdbe. first , all
of the people were afraid, but one old woman cantesaid something. Susan didn't know, but the wotoak her
hand and went away. In a small room, a picturaetidd her attention. There was a girl, who loolesither, when she
was a child. The old woman grinned.

So, after she had read the notice that she (thiedml) had disappeared in the year 1707, nobadnél her, she flew
home.

But now she discussed with her family, if she wagihdto Greenland or would it be better, to liveehén England.

Do you think that could be a real story?

Did something like that happen in your country?d@ryou think it's unrealistic to have a life befdife? The death
after life, could it be a new life?

by Jessica, Jever

Poem

What shall | do?

What will happen?

After the days of summer-meadows,
after the golden gloss of happiness?
Will it be glamourous

or will it be a glance at my old life?
Nothing is sure,

nobody knows

but everybody thinks,

it will be big,

a big event with

maybe thousands of candles

flying in the air

that’s my poinion,

and yours?

by Jessica, Jever
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Although we don't like to admit it, one day our life will end.

*How do you feel about it?

Many people think death is the end of life but veedragain life in future.

A one day must end the life because we obtain renation a good work or obtain penalty a bad work.

*are you afraid of death?

| don't test death but write in quran about thisjsct and | think death is afraid for sinner beesatlgese people do a bad
work then go to hell and will TORTURE.

*and if you are, where does it come from?

My idea is death is horror for sinner.

*there will be something after life. But what?

Yes all of people have forever life in future

And every body alive in future.

*a kind of paradise?

Everybody do a good work will go to heaven and wfitain REMUNERATION of all good work but if evergtly do
a bad work will go to hill and will obtain penalof all bad work.

Posted by maryam, Kashan

In koran , God refers to the world of the death We relive man after death , because we want to exaim or her
acts , God says .

All of acts that we do in this world , God knows$@fl them. The good man enters into the paradisktlasm bad man
enters in to the hell .We are moslems and be fivevo world . This world is the field for that wdrl

In our opinion there is after death one new lifeakden and hell. Many good people that they do gea#t, so they
after death will go to heaven. And bad people goeth In our opinion if people do good work thesver don't afraid
of death, because they go to heaven.

POSTED BY MAHYA, KASHAN

13. STORY TO CONTINUE

Hello everyone in this Circle,
We have started a Story to continue, and we woikd lYOU to continue the story, and we’ll do the rigoart again

Enjoy writing parts of this story!
Jessica, Jever

Many many years ago, there was a little girl whosme was Sarah. Sarah loved to dance around thg fivom - with
her arms wide up-and dressed up. But she didntb gm academy of dance or so, because her pamshtsnty wanted
her to save their marriage. But this went wrongglé.iSarah cried every day, and every day she dir8lee went on
her knees and wanted to go to a dancing schoohéayparents said, with no love, ‘No’.

Sarah grew up to a teenager, was a normal stuflamarmal school, but the dream she had was alwéisher. She
wanted it for ever and always. Most pupils laughbdut her stupid thoughts, but Sarah wanted itwohrand so, one
day, she didn’'t go home after school. ‘Run, rum,’rwere the only thoughts she had. ‘Away, awayrfroere, to
London’.

The finish was there, only 20 km away, then sheldvbe in London...she had to look for a job... argtholarship...
what dangers she had on her trip?

You will write about it and read it in the next yerery short story out of Sarah'’s life!

...by Jessica from Jever

Hi Jessica, You have started an interesting stbhdve added a few sentences to your story:

.......... Just by running 20 kilometers, she cadld her dream had come true. So she didn’t wastiénte and she ran.
At first she was eager to reach London, so shasdast as possible. After a while she became, tinechow she could
find anyone to help her?! As she had to continuatmening, she did.

When she reached London with exhausted feet, gshadwhere to rest, nothing to eat and no one koviigh. She was
thinking "If only my parents had let me dance..iem suddenly a voice got her attention, "Do youtvean......

| am looking forward to reading the next part. Refyga Farnam Tehran, Iran

"Do you want a drink?"

At first she was surprised, but when she lookedhgsaw two blue eyes. It was a boy whit a boftleater in his
hand. He was smiling. " You look thirsty and tirétddooks like you've been running all day," hedsaMy name is
Peter.".....

Jana, Latvia
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C....C...can sleep...do you know something?" shd vesl and stuttered.” You are at the right addrgske said and
took his skateboard. "Come," he said and took badhAfter half an hour Peter said, "Close yourseyglease." Sarah
was afraid, but she did it. They went 20 stepsthed Peter said that she could open her eyes. "Wahe, said, after
she saw ...Jessica, Jever

"Wow" she said, after she saw Peters apartmerdahSgas so surprised that she couldn’t say a wird.living here
whit my big brother. He’s now at work." said Petgarah was looking at Peter and thought in her riiteds so nice!".
" Don’t worry....

Hi, from Jana in Latvia!!!

" Don't worry, you will have your own room. We wadriell the police, if they are looking for you,"efer said and went
away. "Wow," Sarah thought, 24h ago she had bebkorae.... and now she is here... She fell intocadseam, where
she met her parents, laughing, and they were hage was crying till she woke up and saw Petgrg was sitting on
her bed. He ..Jessica, Jever

Peter was sitting on her bed. He looked at Saffdr, faw seconds of silence he said "I heard tloatwere crying so |
came in to look what’'s wrong with you. So now | slegt you were having a bad dream. Is everythiri?8k

" Don't worry," Sarah said " I'll be fine after @i moments."

When Sarah were dressed up she went to a kitshenyas surprised.....

Jana and Sintija from Latvija.

She was surprised when she saw the newspaper tabtke On the front page a woman cried. And thosnan was
Sarah’s mum. Sarah wasn't able to think. "They Ime®" But after she had read the next few lines v&s furious
about these stupid words. "Do they say the rigingth Have you got a psychological illness?" "NO#alven't. It’s all
stupid and silly what they said. Boah....| won’tlgmme, never!" She ran into "her" room, jumpedtmtied and
thought about the situation. Not about her paremisabout Peter and the life here, because shaéwat had such
feelings in her head, body etc.." But what's thlghtiway?" were her thoughts and she went to Pdfer.l...wanted to
say...er..Jessica, Jever

"Er...l...wanted to say...er...thanks for your helpwas nice of you and your brother to let maydtere but now | need
to go away. | just can’t stay here." Peter was

surprised he didn’t understand what had happened
with Sarah." What happened ? What's wrong? Can
help you somehow?" Peter started to worry. "Péter
Zane and Jana from Latvia.

"Peter...I don’t know how to tell you somethingdik
that. It was so ... so...bad...so ugly....my fatlieBhe
began to cry...."What has he done???" "He raped
me....6 years ago..,." she ran out...

Jessica, Jever

She ran out...All this had been too much. She had
flashback, she saw her mother, who looked into he
eyes, her father, who had been lying on her.

And now, 6 years later, she was here. Here wasea
guy, Peter, and she felt something for him, buhsuc
boy would never take a girl like Sarah. Now, shes w
near the Tower- bridge. She felt the cold wind and
saw boats with colourful lights. She climbed on the
parapet, stretched her arms and legs and wanted t
jump, but.....behind her stood Peter, who put hissa
around her body. "Please, come down! You are a
nice, beautiful girl." She climbed down, after his
words.

She cried. Peter kissed her tears away. "Psss...
everything will be ok..." And so it happened. Half
year after it Peter and Sarah married and latgr the
had 3 children. A little contact between Sarah'’s

parents and Sarah was built up.
Jessica, Jever
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